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Senior Official 

Seized in Japan’s 

Latest Scandal 

Arrest of Former Health Aide 
Could Help Bolster Reforms 

By Sheryl WuDunn 

' New York Times Service 

TOKYO — In a move that could bolster support for 
.Frame Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto’s reforms, the 
ixrt^have arrested a former deputy health minister 
su^ected of taking about $530,000 m bribes. 

. It was the first arrest of a top ministry official in 
r. . years, and a big embarrassment for bureaucrats, 
r * |k cnneopy underfire for wielding too much power and 
eomrd over Dearly every public facet of this nation. 

Nopunaru Okamitsu. 57, who resigned two weeks 
ago from foe top bureaucratic post at the Ministry of 
Health and Welfare, allegedly received the money at 
fte ministry, police said, according to Kyodo News 
Service. Mr. Okamitsu in turn allegedly granted spe- 
cial access and privileges to Hiroshi Koyama, the bead 
of a welfare organization, who was arrested Nov. 18. 

Mr. Okamitsu. who was arrested Tuesday, was 
shown on national television Wednesday with his eyes 
closed and his face expressionless, as he was taken into 
.a car by police. Police officials were shown carrying 
boxes of materials from both his government-provided 
home and a condominium he had bought in 1994, 
allegedly with money received as bribes. 

‘*1 can only say it’s extremely regrettable," said 
Junichiro Koizumi, the new health minister, who 
.demoted another senior ministry official Tuesday for 
accepting nearly $9,000 in cash. The official, Masara 
Wada, said he had returned the money. 

Mr. Okamitsu had risen to the pinnacle of his career, 

with his appointment earlier this year as deputy health 
minister. The last time such a senior bureaucrat was 
arrested in disgrace was 1989, when two deputy min- 
t . 'gisters were taken into custody for bestowing benefits in 
‘ ‘exchange for shares from a company called Recruit 
The arrest could help Mr. Hashimoto- fulfill his 
promise of reforming the bureaucracy and reducing 
the number of government officials. In recent polls. 
Mr. Hashimoto has been getting favorable ratings of 
56 percent and the single most popular i&sue bns been 
his plan to reform the administration. 

‘ T hope that a strict investigation will be conducted, - 
so that we will get a result that is acceptable to the 
Japanese people,-** Mr. Hashimoto was quoted as 
saying by Tokyo Broadcasting System television. 

Bureaucrats have traditionally held enormous 
prestige and have almost always been among the top 
gra du ates from the nation’s most elite universities. But 
a number of recent^candals. including the mjsman- 
ageinefobftbel2M»irt banfcfel&cnsisaj^ ifepro- 
footim more than a<fccade ago of blood tttned with 
the AIDS virus, have tarnished their image. 

Mr. Okamitsa, who played a pivotal role in de- 
veloping a 10-year welfare program for the elderly, has 
admmed to receiving Hvo cars from Mr. Koyama. la 
return, he allegedly helped Mr. Koyama ’s organi- 
zation win large subsidies to build nursing homes. 

' Mr. Okamitsu has denied taking any money. Mr. 
Koyama allegedly paid $292,000 to help renovate Mr. 
Ofamitei efnwinmirmmi 1 according od newspaper 

. . reports.Mr. Okzmitsa is also under suspicion for havmg 
1? received an expemivc golf membership from Mr. Koy- 
ama, ,dlhoQgh he has denied this. 
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President Jacques Chirac, left, and tils chief of staff, Dominque de Villepin, listening to Interior 
Minister Jean -Louis Deb re behind a glass door after a special cabinet meeting Wednesday. 

Paris Fears New Terror Attacks 

Troops Join Police Patrols After Deadly Train Blast 

not an isolated attack,” said Alain Lamassoure, the 
government spokesman. 

The armed troops will patrol alongside regular 
police officers and gendarmes at rail terminals, air- 
ports, Metro stations and other public places. In 
addition. France has reinstated strict border controls. 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — - As the government deployed nearly 
2,000 troops Wednesday io prevent further terrorist 
attacks, indications emerged that Algerian Islamic 
fundamentalists whose presence in the country had 
already been suspected set off the deadly bomb on a 
suburban train the day before. 

Government sources said the police had been 
tearing for an attack after detectives at Scotland 
Yard in London discovered a document last month 
urging the fundamentalists to cany out bombings or 
murders. 

'Die authorities fear that foe explosion Tuesday, in 
which two people were killed and more than 100 
were wounded, 30 seriously, could be foe start of a 
new terrorist campaign. 

“We must be alert to the possibility that this was 


France cannot escape its past in Algeria, or the 
complex and agonizing present. Page 5. 

People again got used to the idea of opening their 
bags for inspection in stores, which are in the midst 
of their busy Christmas season and fearful that foe 
terrorist threat could harm their trade. Warnings in 
train and Metro stations again urge travelers to be on 
the lookout for suspicious packages, and garbage 

See TERROR. Page 5 


Milosevic Seems Intent 
On a Major Crackdown 


By Chris Hedges 

New York Times Service 


BELGRADE — The Serbian 
idem and opposition groups that have 
. marched against bis government by foe 
tens of thousands in the last two weeks 
edged “closer Wednesday to deploying 
the last weapons in their arsenals. 

About 15QJ)00 demonstrators massed 
in Belgrade, protesting the government's 
nullification of local elections won by 
opposition parties. While they me calling 
for President Slobodan Milosevic to 
resign, he seems to be setting foe stage 

t for a major crackdown. 

In his most dramatic steps yet. foe 
president has shm down Radio B-92, the 
y's last independent news station; 

1 another radio station in his home 


town of Pozarevac and jammed a small 
student radio station in the capital; 
blocked busloads of protesters headed 
' for the center of the city and arrested 32 
student activists for “brutal attacks on 

Bonn forces Bosnians home. Page 6 

people's property.” Officials on state 
television have denounced foe protest- 
ers as “rampaging hordes” who cause 
“severe material damage.” 

[Belgrade has told the United States it 
will not use force to put down anti- 
government protests, the State Depart- 
ment said Wednesday. Reuters reported 
from Washington. At a meeting in Loo- 

See BELGRADE, Page 6 
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Students protesting against Slobodan Milosevic in front of the Serbian 
presidency building during a march Wednesday through Belgrade. 


An Ex- Warrior’s About-Face on U.S. Nuclear Policy 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 

Washington Post Senicc 


WASHINGTON —Three years ago. 
General George Lee Butler of foe ILS. 
Air Force commanded a military 
headquarters on the outskirts of Omaha, 
Nebraska, with the power to propel .foe 
wrald toward a nuclear con flict. At his 
direction, bombers laden with 2,800 
w&rbeads could have raced down run- 
ways and flown toward the former So- 


viet Union or anyplace else Washington 
targeted for rum. 

On Wednesday, General Butler gave 
a speech in Washington in which be 
made a dramatic departure from the 
views be publicly espoused as com- 
mander in chief of America’s nuclear 
arsenal — the pinnacle of his 37-year 
career in military uniform. He described 
U.S. nuclear polity as “fundamental- 
ly irrational” oh grounds dial such 


arms pose a great threat to mankind. 

General Butler, who once personally 
approved thousands of targets for U.S. 
nuclear weapons, now advocates that 
Washington urgently pursue the elim- 
ination of such arms around the globe. 
He says taking such an extreme measure 
is the only way to forestall a horrible 
nuclear accident and prevent warheads 
from falling into the hands of rogue 
states or terrorists. 


General Butler, who wiD be joined in 
making this plea by General Andrew J. 
Good paster, a former supreme allied 
commander in Europe, tuned his speech 
to coincide roughly with the release 
Thursday of a statement by 60 generals 
and admirals around the world calling 
for additional nuclear arras cuts and foe 
phased elimination of nuclear arms. 

See GENERAL, Page 6 
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A Sensitive Canada Renames Its Places 


By Howard Schneider 

Washington Past Service 
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TORONTO — The nearly naked Indian is being removed 
from Ottawa’s monument honoring Champlain, Jews in Que- 
bec want foe name of an anti-Semitic priest stripped from a 
subway station, and foe name of Chinaman Lake has been 
bamshed in Britifo Columbia. 

Travelers in the Yukon, likewise, won t be usmg Jack 
London Road when they enter.Whiteharse. London, it aims out, 
said some not very flattering things about Canada's Indians. 

p OT ancxtirnpenalistunintiusivc, good-guy nation. Canada 
is still finding plenty of public symbols to sanitize oat of 


sensitivity to Indians and other ethnic groups. Although the 
country has never started wars, didn't allow slavery and in 
modem times elevated multiculturalism to official policy. Us 
largely European sensibility tattooed foe landscape with 
plenty of notions now deemed politically incorrect 
That legacy is being erased bit by bit. “It is in the Canadian 
nature to be sensitive to others,” said Kathy Watson, the 
mayor of Whitehorse, which was planning to name rate of its 
mam streets after London before members of foe local Indian 
community raised questions about the writer’s racial attitudes. 
Joe Jack, chief of the KwaoLin Dun First Nation, said members 

See CANADA, Page 6 


France Backs Out 
Of Deal to Rescue 
Electronics Giant 

Thomson’s Bidder Is Stunned; 
Daewoo Registers i Outrage 9 


By Joseph Fitchett 

Interna! iona/ Herald Tribune 


PARIS — In a stunning about-face, 
France abruptly canceled on Wednes- 
day foe planned sale of Thomson SA, 
foe state-owned electronics company, 
whose privatization has been the center- 
piece of President Jacques Chirac’ s am- 
bitious plan to restructure the French 
defense industry. 

The government cited objections by 
foe French privatization commission ro 
the terms under which Thomson's con- 
sumer electronics division would have 
been taken over in the (teal by Daewoo, 
foe South Korean conglomerate. 

Plans to sell Thomson, foe country's 
largest defense contractor, to foe 
Lagardere Group, a French missi le man- 
ufacturer, had been controversial from 
the moment they were announced last 
month. Lagardere had said that it would 
sell the Thomson Multimedia part of the 
company to Daewoo in a deal that would 
have been foe first takeover of a major 
French company by an Asian rival. 

France’s action was branded “an out- 
rage” by Yang Jae Yd. president of 
Daewoo Electronics, which was set to 
pour investment into France to improve 
the outlook for Thomson Multimedia, the 
debt-burdened division that is essentially 
a manufacturer of television sets. 

A Lagardere executive said that the 
company was '“dumbfounded” by the 
decision, which he said came “as a boh 
from the blue." 

The sudden decision to backtrack, 
analysts said, was a blow to Prime Min- 
ister Alain Juppe's increasingly shaky 
credibility, and was bound to cast doubt 
on Thomson's future, cloud the outlook 
for selling other troubled public-sector 
. firms, ana damage France's chances of 
attracting foreign investors to rescue 
compames- 

The commission’s review had been 
considered a formality in a transaction 
of such importance that the government 
had already approved, and the an- 
nouncement came on foe day when the 
European Commission had been expec- 
ted to announce preliminary approval of 
the deal. 

A terse Finance Ministry statement in 
Paris said that the government still in- 
tended to privatize Thomson, but gave 
no details about what steps would be 
taken next, or when. Both Lagardere 
and Alcatel Alsthom, its unsuccessful 
rival in the initial bidding, said Wed- 
nesday that they would make new offers 
for Thomson. But it was unclear wheth- 
er Daewoo would digest foe rebuff and 
make a new offer in foe wake of the 
public outcry against it in France. 

In any case, foe process will probably 
take weeks or even months, a delay that 
is liable to weaken Thomson even fur- 
ther, industrialists said. 

Mr. Juppe said * “the government will 
resume as soon as possible consulta- 
tions to carry out the privatization” of 
Thomson. Until Wednesday, he had ap- 
peared determined to press ahead with 
foe solution he had personally endorsed 
despite the political backlash and the 
threat of labor unrest over the Thomson 
privatization. 

France’s reversal on the deal was a 
fresh twist in the often secret maneuv- 
ering among governments and compa- 
nies in Europe and Asia about the fate of 
Thomson, a company considered of 
strategic importance. 

Financial markets had welcomed the 
victory of Lagardere, an agile, inter- 
nationally minded company that offered 
a clear industrial fix in defense elec- 


tronics — a key sector for future arma- 
ments — between Matra, its defense 
division, and Thomson-CSF, the mil- 
itary wing of Thomson. 

But parr of the government appar- 
ently had remained unreconciled to foe 
rejection of the candidacy of Alcatel, a 
telecommunications giant that has al- 
ways been central to French industrial 
policy. Even though Alcatel has only 
limited experience in defense markets, 
its executives arjpe that the company's 
sheer size make it a more reliable part- 
ner for Thomson. 

Support for Alcatel has outlasted 
damaging speculation that it has a hid- 
den agenda for Thomson that involves 
merging it with GEC-Marconi, the Brit- 

See FRANCE, Page 6 


Albright Takes 
Lead in Race 
To Succeed 
Christopher 


By Brian Knowlton 

Iniemaiumal Herald Tribune 

WASHINGTON — Madeleine Al- 
bright. the U.S. representative to the 
United Nations, appeared to emerge 
Wednesday as foe favorite to succeed 
Warren Christopher as secretary of 
state, an appointment that would signal 
a more activist foreign policy. 

Diplomats said President Bill Clinton 
had a long telephone conversation with 
Mrs. Albright on Tuesday. 

But the White House spokesman, Mi- 
chael McCurry. said that no decisions 
had been made and that no announce- 
ments were expected before later in the 
week. Mr. Clinton was said to be seek- 
ing a national security team that could 
work together, and with him, as potently 
and comfortably as possible. 

An Albright appointment, if con- 
firmed, would make her the first woman 
to hold foe post. It would also indicate a 
shift in emphasis for foe second Clinton 
term toward greater international act- 
ivism. in contrast to the first's avowed 
focus on the economy. And it would be 
seen as a reward for women voters, who 
favored Mr. Clinton over his Repub- 
lican opponent, Bob Dole. 

The speculation game continued apace 
Wednesday over foe shape of a new 
cabinet, with nearly half of its faces slated 
to change. But only a few names were 
still being mentioned for the chief na- 
tional security and foreign policy posts. 

The Washington Post and the Los 
Angeles Times reported that Mr. Clin- 
ton had tentatively decided to appoint 
Anthony Lake, his national security ad- 
viser, as direcrorpf central intelligence, 
succeeding John Deutch. Mr. Lake's 
deputy, Samuel Berger, would succeed 
him as security adviser. 

Mr. Clinton appeared to be having a 
more difficult time settling on a suc- 
cessor to Defense Secretary William 
Perry. Still believed to be in foe running 
were William Cohen, a Republican who 
is retiring as a senator from Maine; Mr. 

See ALBRIGHT, Page 6 


AGENDA 


New Constitution for South Africa 


The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — A new con- 
stitution guaranteeing equal rights in 
South Africa won approval Wednes- 
day from foe Constitutional Court. 

The 150-page constitution drafted 
over two years is one of the most liberal 
in foe world and includes a BUI of 
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Rights that guarantees equal rights for 
all. It also outlaws capital punishment 
and protects gay and lesbian rights. 

President Nelson Mandela and foe 
African National Congress hailed the 
constitution as a symbol of South 
Africa's new democracy anda lawfor 
all its people, whatever race or sex. 

Boutros GhaJi Pl anning 
To ‘Suspend’ Candidacy 

UNITED NATIONS. New York 
(Reuters.) — Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros Ghali intends to 
“suspend” his candidacy for re-elec- 
tion for now but has not withdrawn 
impletely. a UN official said Wed- 
:sdav- 
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What Price a U.K. Passport? / Government Pays Dearly for Snubbing Fayed! 

Harrods Owner Just Jfhnts to Be British 


By Warren Hoge 

Se «' Rut 7ImfS Service 


L ONDON — Anyone 
competing to see who 
has the best story about 
being hassled while try- 
ing to get a new passport should 
not invite Mohamed al Fayed into 
the conversation. 

The Egyptian -bom owner of 
Harrods. Punch, the Scottish 
castle of Clan Ross and a number 
of other emblems of empire can 
claim to have once saved the 
pound sterling from virtual col- 
lapse. He has steered major in- 
vestment into Britain and has 
spent millions of pounds of his 
own in the country — but it will 
still not have him as a citizen. 

The British government has 
paid a price for this, exacted by an 
increasingly vengeful Mr. Fayed. 

Three cabinet ministers have 
resigned in disgrace, and Parlia- 
ment is holding hearings into the 
activities of other government of- 
ficials fingered by the reprisal - 
minded businessman. 

Mr. Fayed has been in a po- 
sition to disclose evidence of the 
bribery of legislators because he 
is the one who paid them. So as he Mohamed a 
advances his case by embarrass- *. 

ing his tormentors, he sets it back campaign t 
by exposing his own behavior. still regret t 

“I’ve lived here for more than 

30 years.” he said. “I’ve paid 
£28 million'' — $47 million — “in taxes. £ have 
four kids, all of whom are British. I have employed 
tens of thousands of people. Do you think that this is 
something fait?” 

Mr. Fayed, 63, was speaking on the floor of 
Hairods. and as he talked, the department store 
Santa Claus reached into his bag and pulled out an 
outsized copy of a British passport with a big 
question marie on its cover. 

Pedestrians peered in through the store window 
from Brampton Road as Mr. Fayed smiled at the 
television cameras and proceeded to wrap himself 
in a Union Jack. 

He was celebrating more than just the coming of 
Christmas. Earlier mat day. the highest appeals 
court in Britain had ruled 'that he was not being 
heated fairly by the authorities. 

His present nemesis. Michael Howard, the home 
secretary, said he would appeal the decision to a 
special House of Lords tribunal drat is the ultimate 
judicial authority. 

At issue is why Mr. Howard will not give Mr. 
Fayed any explanation for the government’s refusal 
to grant him citizenship. He is not obliged to do so. 
but the three-judge panel ruled that he should, so 
Mr. Fayed could respond to whatever the negative 
evidence is. 

Mr. Fayed argues that it is simple discrimination, 
and with each setback he has attacked ever more 
aggressively the government from which he seeks 
his new nationality. 

“I stiU regret to say that there is residual racism 
here and snobbism.” he said. “After all, the British 



founder and chairman of Lonrho 
PLC, who also coveted the de- 
partment store. 

Mr. Rowland began a cam- 
paign to discredit Mr. Fayed and 
after several unsuccessful at- 

Jndusu^ttTiiiv^ 
tigate tire Egyptian's background 
ami financing. 

Two inspectors produced a re- 
port in 1990 that said Mr. Fayed 
had lied about his origins, ‘ 'prac- 
ticed deception on a grand scale” 
and even changed his name, 
adding the “al” to imply noble 
background. 

Michael Cole, Mr. Fayed ’s 
spokesman, said that statements 
were made on behalf of Mr. Fayed 
at the time he was purchasing the 
House of Fraser “which were 
somewhat exuberant,” Mr. Cole 
said that this was done at the 
insistence of an adviser who told 
him be would otherwise be dis- 
qualified as a purchaser of 
something as precious to the es- 
tablishment as Harrods. 


Mohamed al Fayed displaying an oversized British passport in his 
campaign to get citizenship. He argues that it is discrimination: “T 
still regret to say that there is residual racism here ttnd snobbism 


invented it and exported it all around the world.” 

He bristles at suggestions like those made by The 
Times of London that he is seeking to join the 
establishment. 

“I am not seeking acceptance by any self-per- 
petuating caste,” he said in a letter to the newspaper 
last week. “I only wish to share the nationality of 
my four British children." 

When Mr. Fayed, whose wife is Finnish and 
whose four children were all born in Britain, applied 
for citizenship in February 1994, he had some 
reason to believe that he would not meet with a 
hostile reaction. He had made major contributions 
to the Conservative Party, then as now in power, and 
in two instances a decade ago his intervention 
spared Britain serious economic setbacks and 
brought him commendation from the government of 
Margaret Thatcher. 

I n the first of these, he urged his friend the 
Sultan of Brunei to steer a major helicopter 
purchase to a British company. In the second, 
he ended a run on the pound by persuading the 
Sultan to keep billions of pounds in sterling rather 
than switch them into dollars. 

He could also point to his successful stewardship 
of Harrods, Britain's largest department store, 
which by all accounts he revived with investment 

and imagination. .. 

But in completing his $900 million purchase of 
the House of Fraser PLC. the parent company of 
Harrods. in 1985. he incurred the wrath of another 
London businessman, Roland (Tiny) Rowland, the 


Ci* 5 B«/R«a.n A notber adviser, a well- 
/\ known lobbyist named 
- Ian Greer, told him he 

tort in his «/■ JL needed some clout in 
• ter the Commons, likening the ease 

» of hiring a member of Parliament 

tnobbism. to “hailing a cab." 

Mr. Fayed is, in fact, proud of 

the fact that his father was a lan- 
guage teacher in Alexandria, not a member of the 
fended gentry, and he added the “al” to his surname 
because he had just become the head of his family, 
Mr. Cole said, adding, “Many people in this coun- 
try create fictitious origins.' ’ 

Mr. Cole also said Mr. Fayed was aware that he 
was taking a “massive risk” in turning in the 
lawmakers he had given money to for doing favors 
in the Commons. “But it’s not bribery to pay an 
MP,” be said. “The trade unions do it all the time. 
What is improper is for an MP not to declare money 
he’s received.*' 

Prime Minister John Major took a different view 
of Mr. Fayed’ s conduct after meeting with a rep- 
resentative of his in 1994 who reportedly sought to 
have the conclusions of the damning Department of 
Trade and Industry report set aside and hinted at 
some of the damaging information the Egyptian had 
about Conservative lawmakers. 

Mr. Major referred the matter to the Crown 
Prosecution Service for investigation of possible 
blackmail, but the office reported back that it had 
found no basis for the charge. 

If the Lords tribunal upholds the appellate court. 
Mr. Fayed will reapply for citizenship, and Mr. 
Howard will be obliged to explain any rejection. 

Then Mr. Fayed will have me right to respond to 

accusations and-arguehfe case. — 

— -The-saga-is far from over, and whatever the 
outcome, Mr. Fayed has already made sure that the 
British will never be rid of him. Hopkins to have his . 
mummified remains buried in a pyramid-shaped 
tomb at Harrods. 


U.S. Bans 16 Japanese Over War Crimes 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Post Service 

TOKYO — The U.S. Justice De- 
partment's decision to ban 16 Japanese 
citizens from the United States for war 
crimes committed more than 50 years 
ago has stirred reactions among Jap- 
anese from anger to appreciation. 

“Not to defend what we have done, 
but why does the United States have to 
do such a nonsensical thing at this mo- 
ment?” Yukio Okamoto. a former high- 
ranking Foreign Ministry official who is 
now an international consultant, asked 
Wednesday. “It does not serve any con- 
structive purpose. There is no point in 
dredging up old wartime stories.” 

Kanji Nishio. a historian, said the 
government should retaliate by barring 
from Japan any Americans who helped 
make the atomic bombs that destroyed 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

“If the United States wanted to pun- 
ish us, they should have done it a long 
time ago." said Ryu taro Takahashi, 29, 
who owns an antique business. "And if 
the United States punishes us. we should 
do the same to them. We have to learn to 
speak up against the United States." 

The Justice Department on Tuesday 


accused the 16 men, who were not pub- 
licly identified, of performing horrific 
medical experiments on prisoners of war 
or forcing thousands of women into sexu- 
al slavery for Japanese troops. It was the 
first time Japanese citizens have been 
placed on the Justice Department’s war 
criminals “watch list,” which contains 
the names of about 60.000 other people, 
mainly suspected Nazis. U.S. officials 
said the Japanese names were being ad- 
ded now because detailed records and 
firsthand accounts about individuals have 
only recently become available in Asia. 

"I'm sure most of these ‘war crim- 
inals' must be either dead or in their 
retirement so banning the entry of these 
people serves no purpose other than to 
raise hostility among Americans toward 
Japan.” Mr. Okamoto said. 

But others said the Justice Depart- 
ment’s action would help force a frank 
discussion of World War U among the 
Japanese, who have never fully ac- 
knowledged their responsibility for 
atrocities before and during the war. 

“This news from Washington may 
take many Japanese by surprise, but it 
will help some Japanese to remember 
that we had these problems." said Tet- 
suo Jinbo, an independent journalist and 


social critic. The Japanese government 
has made no formal response to the 
Justice Department action- 

Tfae 16 people deed were involved in 
two of the darkest chapters of Japanese 
aggression in World War It the grue- 
some medical experiments of Unit 731 of 
the Japanese Imperial Army and the 
"comfort women" who woe forced to 
provide sex for soldiers. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
sent written apologies last summer to 
about 300 such women, and the gov- 
ernment has agreed to give each of mem 
almost $20,000. It has also pledged $63 
million in medical and welfare services. 

The activities of Unit 731 at its lab- 
oratory in Manchuria stand among the 
most despicable war atrocities in his- 
tory. The unit’s team of doctors con- 
ducted extensive research into chemical 
and biological weapons, as well as the 
limits of the human body’s endurance, 
on live subjects they referred to as 
“logs." At least 3.000 Chinese and 
Russian citizens died in the camp. 

At war’s end, the United States de- 
clined to proseoite me officers of Unit 
731 as war criminals. Many of them 
went on to successful careers in the 
Japanese medical community. 


Eurostar Resumes 
Channel Service 

Reuters 

LONDON — Passengers were 
scarce Wednesday aboard the first 
express trains to cun through the 
Channel Tunnel since a fire last 
month injured 34 people. 

Eurostar Ltd., operator of me rail 
link between England and France, 
resumed passenger service be- 
tween London and Paris and Brus- 
sels a few hours alter safety of- 
ficials said they were satisfied with 
evacuation procedures and safety 
equipment in me 50 kilometer <31- 
milej tunnel. 

“This is me news we’ve all been 
waiting for," said Eurostar’s 
deputy chairman, Adam Mills. 

The tunnel has been closed to 
passenger traffic since Nov. 18, 
when a fire on a truck destroyed a 
freight train, hurt 34 people and 
severely damaged a section of tun- 
nel. 

The damaged tunnel remains 
closed while it undergoes extensive 
repairs. Trains will alternate 
through me remaining tunnel. 


EU’s Cuba Shift Allays 
Trade Feud With U.S. 


By Tom Bueride 

fnumatiwtai Heraid Tribune 

BRUSSELS — Tbe European Uni- 
on 1 s adoption of a tougher policy toward 
Cuba has defused an immediate threat to 
trans-Atlantic relations and made it 
likely that President Bill Clinton will 
continue to waive sanctions on foreign 
companies dealing with Havana, senior 
U.S. and EU officials said Wednesday. 

“We very warmly welcome this and 
consider it a Landmark step in the pro- 
motion of democracy in Cuba." Stuart 
F-i7j»nsiat, the undersecretary of com- 
merce who is Mr. Clinton's special en- 
voy on Cuba, said from Washington. 

“It will be a factor the president will 
take into account," be said, “and ob- 
viously it’s a positive factor.” 

The EU move has encouraged Wash- 
ington to step up a diplomatic offensive 
aimed at persuading Europe to drop, or 
scale back, its legal challenge at the 
World Trade Organization to the U.S. 
sanctions against Cuba, officials said. 
But bom rides acknowledged that 
Washington faces an uphill struggle 
over that case, which holds the key to a 
lasting resolution of the dispute. 

European officials have been adam- 
ant about pursuing the WTO challenge, 
despite me potentially far-reaching im- 
pact of a ruling for global trading reg- 
ulations, because of their opposition to 
sanctions that reach outside American 
borders. “Our policy on extraterritori- 
ality hasn't gone away," an EU official 

Tbe new European policy toward 
Havana, negotiated last week and for- 
mally adopted by the bloc's finance 
ministers at a meeting here Monday, for 
the first time formally linked further 
European economic and political co- 
operation to improvements in human 
rights and political freedom in Cuba. 

But the practical significance was 
less impressive than me symbolism. EU 
leaders already decided m June to sus- 
pend talks on an economic andpolitical 
cooperation agreement with Cuba be- 
cause of Havana’s refusal to consider 
democratic reforms. The policy also 
will not effect the 18 million European 
currency units' ($22.4 million) worth of 
humanitarian aid that Europe sends to 
Cuba each year, most of it directed to 
nongovernmental organizations. 

Still, U.S. and EU officials said they 
hoped the new policy would provide 
enough time and wiggle room tolet both 
sides defuse their worst trade dispute 
since clashes over agriculture policy 
during the 1993 woridtrade talks. 

“We know that nothing will change 
as regards Castro," an EU official said, 
-but-at least it-wjU-give us credit. with 
me Americans.” 

The Helms-Burton Act, which was 
enacted last year after Cuban warplanes 
shot down a small airplane flown by 
opponents of President Fidel Castro, 
allows U.S. companies or individuals 


with claims againsr tite Cuban govern, 
ment to sue the American affiliates <jf 
any foreign company using property 
seized by the Castro regime. 

President Bill Clinton waived that pro- 
vision of the Jaw fra- six months, through 
Jan. 16, and U.S. and EU officials said a 
further six-month waiver appeared very 
likely after the EU policy move. The 
Helms-Burton Act requires Mr. Clinton 
to certify to Congress that foreign gov- 
ernments are walking with the United 
States to press for reform in Cuba. 

A senior U.S. official, who spoke oh 
me condition he not be identified, in- 
dicated that the administration was con- 
sidering offering an indefinite extension 
of the waiver in exchange for EU co ac- 
cessions at the WTO. 

Although U.S. officials do not expect 
me Europeans to abandon their case 
before die new Geneva-based global 
trade body, they note that the EU could 
suspend the dispute-settlement panel it 
has requested and raven back to WTO 
consultations. 

“We’re exploring every avenue to 
avoid a confrontation." the senior of- 
ficial said. 

But EU officials indicated that an early 
settlement at the WTO was unlikely. 
Regardless of the length of any pres- 
idential waiver, there is no guarantee 
against future sanctions as long as 
Helms-Burton remains in force. 

“The position does not get worse, but 
it doesn’toet any better’ ’ with a waiver, 
a senior EU official said. 

Others said the success of Europe's 
tough stance so far argued against any 
surrender of its toughest weapon. 

“It's tire trump card we don’t want to 
play yet, " another EU official said. 

Havel’s Surgeons: 
Question of Worth 

Reuters 

PRAGUE — Doctors who per- ' 
formed lung surgery an President - 
Vaclav Havel of the Czech Re- ' . 
public this week earned a lower . *► 
hourly wage for tbe three-hour op- : 
eration than do the mechanics who 
wort: on his official car. 

A daily newspaper, Mlada Fronts , 
Ones, reported Wednesday that the ' 
team of doctors feat removed a ; 
small malignant tumor from Mr. ' 
Havel and took out half of his right 
lung were each paid about 2.200 ; 
koruny ($81). Mr. Havel's mech- 
anics are paid about 1,400 koruny ; 
an hour to work on his official car. 

Mr- HaveL 60. fe convalescing . 

after tile operation and is expected 
. to m«^ a full rfeo very, r 
. Doctors-’ salaries cuae&lyavetage- > 
about 18,000 koruny a month, ap- , 
proximateiy twice the average wage. ' 


EU Seeks More Radical Action 
On Ending Tobacco Subsidies : 


r . 


Agence France-Presse 

BRUSSELS — The European Com- 
mission on Wednesday threw out pro- 
posals for limited reform of the Ell's 
$13 billion annual subsidy of tobacco 
production, reflecting growing pressure 
for the system to be scrapped. 

Tbe subsidies have bom attacked by 
health campaigners as blatantly at odds 
with attempts to curb tobacco consump- 
tion and reduce tbe 500,000 smoking- 
related deaths that occur every year in 
the 15 European Union countries. 

Scrapping the subsidies, however, 
would have major socioeconomic coo- 
sequences. About 135,000 small farm- 
ers, mainly in poor areas of Greece, Italy 
and Spain, depend on them for their 
livelihood. 

A majority of the 20-member com- 
mission made it clear Wednesday that 
the plans for reform presented by Ag- 
riculture Commissioner Franz Fischler 
did not go far enough. A new debate was 
scheduled for Dec. 18. 

Six commissioners said the subsidies 
shoold be phased out while four en- 
dorsed Mr. Hschler’s approach. A 


group between the two camps said there 
should be further study of alternatives, 
soch as crop diversification. 

The outcome represented a victory 
for Social Affairs Commissioner 
Padraig Flynn, who has led the cam- 
paign againstthe subsidies, 

Mr. -Flynn also won approval Wed- 
nesday for an anti -smoking initiative 
that will seek to tighten restrictions on 
the nicotine and tar content of cigarettes, 
on advertising and on sales through 
vending machines to which children 
have access. 

Tbe publication of the new measures, 
which will be sent to the European Par- 
liament and EU governments for further 
discussion, was delayed so that they 
could be released simultaneously with 
the tobacco proposals. 

Mr. Fischler’s reform proposals con- 
centrate on reorienting premiums paid 
to tobacco farmers in a way that will 
encourage them to improve the quality 
of their output The quality is chron- 
ically low because until 1992 the sub- 
sidies were paid regardless of the to- 
bacco’s quality. * V 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 

Lebanon Hot Spot Is Set to Reopen 

JOUNIEH. Lebanon (AP) — The fabled Casino duLiban is 
alive again, a milestone, perhaps, in Lebanon's recovery from 
the devastation of 15 years of civil war. 

Tbe casino, a symbol of Lebanon's prewar glory, reopened 
Wednesday night after a seven-year closure. President Elias 
Hrawi and guests inaugurated the club Tuesday. 

Some in Lebanon hope the casino's revival will finally 
restore the country's place on tbe tourist map and shed its 
wartime image as a haven of kidnappers and hijackers. 

The casino is the only legal gambling club in Lebanon and 
a rarity in much of the conservative Arab world, where 
gambling is forbidden by Islamic law. In its heyday, it was a 
rich Arabs* playground, an escape from the stringent rules 
back home. 

More Transit Strikes in France 

PARIS (Reuters) — Trolley and bus drivers in two big 
French cities went on strike Wednesday to press their demands 
For safer and better working conditions. 

Trolley drivers in Toulouse took their strike into a second 
day in a dispute over demands for retirement at 55, better 
working conditions and a shorter work week. Unions in Lyon 
went on strike to protest safety measures after two bus drivers 
were attacked in as many days. Tbe unions say more than 100 
of its members have been assaulted this year. 

Croatian rail unions said Wednesday, the seventh day of a 
strike over pay issues, that passenger traffic would resume, but 
not commercial traffic, the HINA news agency reported in 
Zagreb. (AFP) 


WEATHER 




A<k|M 

teMrtimn 

QmMW 

Dubm 

EdMurgh 


LMPatttM 

LMban 

London 

UftMJ 

Unions 


Uw*2l 

Nee 

auto 

PM 

gnaue 

25*"* 

Romo 1 

g-P«aan ii»H 

atnaotni 

THm 

Venoa 


Middle East 

MauDMU S/tTTkoT" 
B«Mi 19CS 1509 «h 

c*o iane lasapc 

nanaeeui 17*2 IMS * 

JWUMtam 14/57 TM4 PC 

Uoor 86/77 4/381 

Mi aa /73 wo • 


Forecast tor Friday through Sunday, as provided by Accu Weather. 


H9> Lb*W 
OF OF 
12S 3051 
S/43 307 eh 
W4 1/34 rf, 
1407 IQfiDpo 
QMS 408 tii 
JO/SO 397 as 

aw smi e 

SM3 498 r 
SMS 409 a 
6/43 SMI r 
10S0 295 e 
043 SMI c 
307 1/34 hi 
10SQ 7/44 1 
7/44 409 c 
BM6 3/37 tii 
3/3? 205 til 
13195 MBtii 
18*4 14/57 pc 
BM8 295 pc 
6M3 aoajjc 

*m -3/Z7 an 

8/48 8/43 oft 
am a /37 r 

490 1/340 

B/4Q 1/54 pc 
13/S5 7/44 r 
1/34 -3<27 an 
498 3/37 1 
BMS 205 C 
Z95 1/34 0 

14*7 BWfl til 
5M| 2950 

337 a35 ca 
10*0 8M3 ti< 
397 007 til 
SMS 4EBti> 
7/44 307 pc 

7/44 307 pc 
U4S 490 Ml 


sam 13/59 9 
10*6 14*7 til 
10*a 12*3 pc 
18*1 7/44 c 
14*7 7/44 PC 
23/73 7/44 g 
24/76 SMBS 



Kgunwontinr pga u imhmo m m/ R 

JMSCiasm EgSjCotd Bfifl H« fev 

North America Europe 

Dry and seasonable wrtiti A nearly staHorwry atom in 
saw sun Friday into Sun- me western Madfenwisai 
day from Florida to V!r- wff oonUnua to pUl cold air 
gMa. A storm may develop southward across Spain, 
near the coast Saturday. East ot the storm, Roma 
bringing soma rain from wfll be nribl with some sue 
PhBadatoMa to Boston wftti sHne, but heavy rain and 
ttw chance tor snow farther mountain snow will fall 
Inland. Chicago and most from northern Italy and 
ofttttMdwsaf wtt be ccM Swttzariand and Austria, 
vwtnnunies. Very mild In eastern 

Europe. 

North America 


Today 

Mgb Lmw 
OF OF 

*mr m mi B -ana -is* a 

MfeBM 12/BJ 296 til 

Botim 4/38 '131 1 

CWe ago 104 ■ms.U 

DAB 17782 6/43 f 

Dwmr 10/60 -022 00 

DOM* 296 -298 til 

Honolulu tan 19*6 po 

Houson ana 04**1 

LoaAngoMa an AMSe 

Mari 24/75 18*4 po 


hh^Smw 

C/F Of 

<W7 -arts ti 
- 1/31 -101 m 

27*0 18*4 pc 
7/44 194 pc 

22m 14*7 po 
22/71 8(48 • 

14*57 8M8r 
8*48 397tfi 
-191 *307 til 
e*a saour 
7M4 296a 


issr 


Beijing and Seoul will be 
partly sunny, dry and cold 
Friday and Saturday, then 
a Htue milder Sunday. 
Shanghai will also remain 
quite chlty despits plenty 
of sun with highs only ht 
the single digits. Cloudy 
and cool at Hong Kong 
with soaking rains. Dry and 
cool in Tokyo. 
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Army Role 
^Changes in 

Guatemala 

Permanent Ceasc“Firc 
Marks Turning Point 

By John Ward Anderson 

r Washington Pag Service 

GUATEMALA CITY — Elected ci- 
yd* 11 leadens appear to have gained 

0 “- Unc army gS 

lor the first tune in 42 years on Wed- 
nesday, when Guatemalan rebels »wff 
the government signed a permanent 
Mase^fire in Oslo, ending Central 
An^ica s last and longest civil war. 

The shift of authority to P resid ent 
Al v aro Arzu Irigoyen and his govem- 
cnent marks a taming point in a country 
where generals long have been the ul- 
timate rulers, either overtly or by dis- 
creetly pulling strings. 

, Since taki n g office in January. Mr. 
Anm apparently has achieved the im- 
0 probable by returning the military to its 
W barracks — firing the top-ranking gen- 
erals and replacing diem with younger 
officers more in tone with democracy 
sources say. That he did it in only 10 
.months underscores how political dy- 
namics have changed in Central Amer- 
ica imd how war-weary Guatemala’s 
10.7 million people have become. 

Defense Minister Julio Balconi 
Turdos, said in an interview earlier this 
year that the army believes these changes 
are necessary. 

i. “The army should be prepared to 
defend the country,” he said, “to cany 
out the special mission of protecting its 
.sovereignty aDd the integrity of its ter- 
ritory.” This, rather than internal se- 
curity , he said, “will be the fundamental 
tnissicm of the army in the future.” 

; ‘The peace process has not ensured 
■that the military is no longer involved in 
^Guatemala’s politics, economy, culture 
•and development,” said Rachel Garst, 
!an analyst with Washington Office cm 
, Latin America, who lives in Guatemala. 

4 r Arzu is making more serious attempts 
Jhap previous presidents to establish ci- 
vilian control, but I don’t think he’s 
•succeeded yet” 

! “The military appears much weaker. 
;but it continues to be a very powerful 
•sector of society,” said Carios AIdana,a 
'spokesman for the Roman Catholic 
larchhishop’s office. He said it would be 
•necessary to wait a year or two to see “ if 
!tbe weakening is real, or if it’s a stra- 
tegic weakening” that will still allow 
«die army to meddle in internal affairs. 



Inflation Overestimate 
Found to Cost Billions 

Panel Says Social Security Is Overpaid 


Members of Guatemala’s anti-guerrilla para m ilitary holding their hats at a demobilization in Huefauetenango. 

Guatemala has been under nearly 
continuous military control since 1954, 


when the CIA sponsored a coup feat 
overthrew the country’s elected leftist 
government Guerrilla warfare began six 
years later. Even after elections restored 
civilian leadership in 1985, the military 
was still in charge behind the scenes. 

But in two rounds of purges — the 
first just five days after taking office — 
Mr. Arzu dismissed 13 of the army's 23 
generals and numerous colonels, some 
accused of human rights abuses during 
the country’s 36-year civil war. 

“Arzu has stepped in and consol- 
idated civilian control ever the military 
by purging the top ranks and putting 
younger men in the high command who 
understand where the country needs to 
move in order to grow into a demo- 
cracy.” said Rachel McCleary, exec- 
utive director of the In stitute on Central 
America at Jo hns Hopkins University. 

Younger officers saw reform not only 
as an opportunity to modernize their 


force, but also as a way to advance their 
own careers by getting rid of old guard 
leaders tainted by human rights atrocities. 
For this Dew generation, ending the war, 
jrielding to civilian control, reducing the 
size of the army and chang ing its role in 
society was the best way to protect the 
institution and the country. 

In March, Mr. Arzu — the first 
Guatemalan president to meet with rebel 
leaders — ordered the army to end coun- 
terinsurgency, and a complete cease-fire 
has held for almost nine mo nths . As part 
of a accord signed in September, tbe 
45.000-man army agreed to cut its man- 
power by one-tirird next year, reduce its 
budget by a third by 1999, submit sol- 
diers to civilian courts for civil crimes, 
ban internal security operations and an- 
swer to civ ilian authority, including a 
civilian defense minister. 

Two weeks ago, Mr. Arzu announced 
that a permanent peace accord would be 
signed on Dec. 29, ending a civil war in 
which Guatemala compiled one of the 


Doctor to Clinton: ‘No More Yak? 


Ratters 

WASHINGTON — Doctors ex- 
amined President Bill Clinton’s 
throat Wednesday and ordered him to 
stop talking for three to four days, the 
White House said, adding that Mr. 
Clinton already was having a hard 
time keeping quiet. 

Michael McCarty, tbe White 
House spokesman, said the presi- 
dent’s doctor called two specialists. 


who concluded he was marte hoarse 
by a combination of air travel, over- 
use of his vocal cords, add reflux and 
possibly allergies. 

They prescribed “complete vocal 
rest.” Mr. Me Curry said. “It seemed 
to have gotten better over Thanks- 
giving, when he rested a bit but it 
seems to have gotten worse when he 
started yakking this week. So tbe doc- 
tor is saying: No more yak.” 


Shelter Workfer Testifies 
About a Battered Nicole 


The Associated Press 

SANTA MONICA. California — 
Five days before the murder of Nicole 
ft' Brown Simpson, a woman named 
Nicole called a battered women’s shel- 
ter to report that her former husband had 
threatened to kill her, a shelter worker 
testified Wednesday- 

The testimony of Nancy Ney, a board 
member of Sojourn House, came over 
fierce objections by the defense that it 
was hearsay and should not be allowed 
in the “wrongful death” case against 
O. J. Simpson, the former football star. 

Ms. Ney said that the call from the 
woman, who did not give her last name, 
came June 7. 1994, and that the caller 
expressed fear of her former husband. 

“Sire said that be bad told her a few 

different times that if he ever caught her 
with another man , be would kill her,” 
Ms. Ney said. 

. Ms. Ney was the latest in a line of 
witnesses called to contradict Mr. 
Simpson’s claim in two and a half days 
an the witness straid that he never hit Mrs. 
Simpson, who was lolled with her friend 
Ronald Goldman on June 12, 1994. 

Ms. Ney said the caller gave details of 
her life feai matched those of Mrs. 
Simpson. The woman said she had a 
famous former husband, lived in west 
{ *- Los Angeles, had two children — a boy 
’ and aged under 10— ~ and was in her mid 
30s. Ms. Ney also said tire caller sound- 
ed like Mrs. Simpson on a tape of a call 
in 1993 to 911 , the emergency number. 

The defense attorney, Robert Baker, 
in a fierce cross-examination suggested 
that the shelter cooked up d e ta i ls of the 
cal! to bolster its fund-raising. 

Ms. Ney did not testify last year at the 


criminal trial in which Mr. Simpson was 
acquitted of killing Mr. Goldman and 
Mrs. Simpson. 

Relatives of die victims are suing Mr. 
Simpson, alleging wrongful death, and 
are seeking monetary damages. 

Ms. Ney testified that the caller re- 
ported her former husband had been 
stalking her. 

“She said that she was very 
frightened,” Ms. Ney said. “She said 
that her ex-husband had been calling her 
on the phone. He had been doing these 
calls begging her to please come back to 
him.” The caller also said that be had 
beaten her in the past 

On Monday, Mr. Simpson’s friends 
and acquaintances, including his boy- 
hood friend A1 Cowlings, were called by 
the plaintiffs to contradict in Mr. 
Simpson's testimony. 

Reluctantly, Mr. Cowlings said Mrs. 
Simpson told him that Mr. Simpson bad 
hit her during a fight in 1 989 that left ber 
face bruised and resulted in his pleading 
no-contest to spousal battery. 

The plaintiffs hope to wrap up their 
case this week. 

Meanwhile, in Orange County, Cali- 
fornia, attorneys for Louis and Juditha 
Brown, Mrs. Simpson's parents, are 
battling Mr. Simpsoa for custody of his 
children, prey asked a Superior Court 
judge to dismiss the children's appoin- 
ted attorney, die Los Angeles Times 
reported in its Wednesday editions. 

The judge’s decision is pending. The 
children have lived with fee Browns 
since Mr. Simpson was charged wife fee 
murders. After his acquittal, Mr. 
Simpson asked to regain custody, but 
fee grandparents refused. 


Away From Politics 

• Tbe judge who declared Hawaii 
must allow gay marriages has put fee 
ruling on hold while the state appeals. 
Circuit Judge Kevin Chang agreed wife 
attorneys for the stale feat Hawaii would 
have a dilemma if couples were allowed 
to many and Hawaii’s Supreme Court 
then overturned his ruling. ■ (AP) 

• Governor Lawton Chiles of Florida 
has decided to appoint a state oversight 
board to help fee city of Miami solve its 
budget crisis, but be stopped short of a 
state takeover of the city’s finances. 
“The state is not going to take over 
Miami,” Mr. Chiles said in Tallahassee. 
“That board win not replace Miami’s 
elected commission. The oversight 
board will work with fee city to return 
Miami to financial health.” (NYT) 

• Giving a heart-slowing medicine to 

surgery patients wife bad hearts appears 
to cut their death rate in half, and could 
save 300,000 lives a year, researchers 
say. Doctors at the San Francisco Vet- 
erans Affairs Medical Center gave a 
medicine called a beta blocker, one of 
fee most widely prescribed heart drugs, 
to surgery patients wife suspected heart 
disease. Alter two years of foQow-up, 
10 percent of fee patients getting tbe 
drug had died, compared with 21 per- 
cent of those who did not {AP) 

• A 5-year -old Bronx boy who was 

walking with his mother was critically 
injured when he was struck by a 16- 
year-old girl who had jumped, slipped 
or was pushed off an elevated subway 
platform, fee police said. (NYT) 

• Maryland would become the first 

state to require drug tests for all welfare 
applicants under a proposal endorsed by 
a legislative panel appointed to recom- 
mend welfare changes. (WP) 


POLITICAL 


V L J i i- 



fir 


Stephanopoulos Lands New Job Gingrich’s Vision of the Future 

WASHINGTON — After five years of swimming 
through a perpetual seminar in politics and pohtf 

sSadviStoBiU Clinton, George StrahanopoulMhas 

accepted a place as a visiting professor oy^tical science 
arc 5umb& University, fee first post of d* 
career he intends to pursue upon leaving the White House at 

ye Ofe^ announced fee appointment Wednesday. It 
will be a kind of homecoming for Mr. Suybano^^ijto 
left Columbia with a bachelor s degree m 

Quote/Unquote 

3s33Ei»w-M 

start in a c la ssroom mail tire fefl. _ im j _ i,—* 

Mr. Stephanopoulos is also shoj^g aroi^Ki ^ dook 
proposal onhislntider’s view of fee first OmtoPK™ 
negotiating wife television networks to become __ 
caskmai commentator. 


, WASHINGTON — Newt Gingrich predicts that the 
mission of the re-elected Republican majority in tire House 
will shift to “implementation” from confrontation, starting 
with President Clinton’s proposed budget. 

“We’U try to work to make sure it‘s not dead on arrival," 
tire speaker of the House said of tire administration’s 
forthcoming budget 

Mr. Gingrich, in a speed] Tuesday night at tire Heritage 
Foundation, also hailed fee first re-elected House Re- 
publican majority in 68 years, and said: “I believe this can 
be fee ‘implementation Congress,’ ” if “Bill Clinton gov- 
erns on fee principles be campaigned on: a balanced budget, 
welfare reform, swp drugs, targeted tax cuts.” (NYT) 


HSIary Rodham Clinton, in a speech in La Paz, Bolivia, 
to fellow first ladies from fee Western Hemisphere: “There 
is a growing appreciation of women’s contributions in and 
outside, the home — and a greater understanding that 
everyone in society benefits when women are allowed to 
claim fee political, economic, social and civic power they 
arc due.” (AP) 


most brutal human rights records in the 
hemisphere. Over 36 years, more than 

100.000 people were killed, another 

40.000 people disappeared and are pre- 
sumed dead, and more than 440 villages 
were destroyed. 

By some estimates, the war created 
more than 200.000 orphans and 80,000 
widows and displaced more than a mil- 
lion people from their homes. Most of 
the victims were from the indigenous 
groups that make up about 60 percent of 
the population. 

■ Other Accords to Be Signed 

The cease-fire signed Wednesday is 
one of three accords to be signed in 
Europe over the next six days, leading to 
the final peace pact signing Dec.29 in 
Guatemala City, The Associated Press 
reported from Oslo. 

“With this agreement we sign today, 
the weapons will be silenced forever.” 
fee rebel commander. Rolando Moran, 
said at Oslo city hall. 

Also signing the accord was Gustavo 
Porras, bead of the Guatemalan pres- 
idential delegation that has been trying 
to negotiate an end to tbe war since 
meeting the rebels in the Norwegian 
capital in 1990. “We Guatemalans want 
to make sure all this suffering was not in 
vain. We want to make sure this will 
never happen a gain, ” be said. 

Among the 1,000 guests invited to 
Wednesday's signing was Rigoberta 
Meochu, the Guatemalan Indian who 
accepted the Nobel Peace Prize in the 
same building in 1992. 

“I think the most important thing now 
is rebuilding Guatemala, and healing the 
wounds we have suffered,” she said. 


By Richard W. Stevenson 

No*- York Times Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON — An independent 
commission appointed by Congress re- 
ported Wednesday feat the government 
was overstating fee inflation rate by 1 . 1 
percentage points, costing it billions of 
dollars in inflated Social Security and 
other benefits payments. It called on 
Congress and the Clinton administra- 
tion to solve fee problem. 

The report, mi the Consumer Price 
Index, stopped short of advocating a 
specific plan for dealing with fee pre- 
dictable political opposition to any step 
feat would rein in benefits like Social 
Security retirement payments. But it spe- 
cifically recommends that Congress and 
tbe administration take a variety of tech- 
nical steps to fix the index, which is used 
to calculate cost-of-living increases for 
many union contracts as well as for gov- 
ernment programs like Social Security. 

Ultimately, the report suggested, le- 
gislation to revise fee index might be fee 
best approach, but both parties so far 
have been reluctant to take the lead cm 
tbe issue. 

[Political maneuvering over fee pro- 
posal began immediately, with many 
senators, both Democrats and Repub- 
licans. expressing a willingness to at least 
consider tbe proposal to trim tbe Con- 
sumer Price Index. The Associated Press 
reported. But fee Senate majority leader, 
Trent Lott of Mississippi, said fee pres- 
ident first must embrace fee plan. 

[The White House spokesman. Mi- 
chael McCurry. left fee door open to a 
trim of fee index, saying he suspected 
fee issue would come up in bipartisan 
budget negotiations.] 

The Consumer Price Index is com- 
piled by the Labor Department’s Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. It measures inflation 
by tracking the prices of a “market bas- 
ket” of products meant to reflect typical 
consumer purchases. It has played a ma- 
jor role in shaping fee impression that the 
economy's performance has deterior- 
ated over fee past several decades, and. 
as the most widely used gauge of in- 
creases in fee cost of living, it has be- 
come fee basis for many decisions by 
government and businesses. 

Although many of fee problems wife 
the index are arcane, any changes to it 
would ripple across fee economy and 
through the personal finances of nearly 
everyone. 

For instance. Social Security pay- 
ments for next year are being calculated 
on the basis of a 2.9 percent increase in 


fee cost of living. If that increase was 1 . 1 
percentage points lower, the average 
monthly payment, now $724, would go 
to $737 rather than to $745. a difference 
of SS a month, or $96 a year. The effect 
would build on itself because a lower 
payment next year would mean a lower 
starting point when the benefit was ad- 
justed for inflation the following year. 

In 15 years, the difference would 
amount to several thousands of dollars a 
year for each recipient. 

By fee same token, fee change would 
have a huge effect on efforts to balance 
fee budget According to an estimate by 
tbe Congressional Budget Office, done 
before the commission's recommend- 
ations. even a reduction of 1 percentage 
point in the cost of living increase would 
save the government $34 billion in pay- 
ments for Social Security and other re- 
tirement and benefit programs in 2002, 
the year by which both parties have 
pledged to eliminate fee deficiL 

Recalculating the index could raise 
taxes for many individuals by reducing 
the annual inflation-driven increases in 
the standard deduction, personal exemp- 
tions and the income levels at which 
higher tax rates kick in. By 2002, a 
reduction of I percentage point in the 
index would yield an additional $21.4 
billion in tax revenues, the budget office 
calculates. 

Together, the reductions in spending 
and the higher tax revenues could make 
up more than a third of the $150 billion 
annual deficit that fee nation is pro- 
jected to face in 2002. 

A change in fee price index would 
also affect union contracts that have 
wage increases directly tied to fee price 
index, but there are fewer of those than 
in fee pasL It is unclear how any changes 
in the index would affect contracts more 
loosely based on the cost of living. 

The recommendations by the five- 
member panel, led by Michael Boskin, a 
Stanford University economist and a 
former head of fee White House Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers under Pres- 
ident George Bush, range from highly 
technical suggestions for fixing fee 
monthly Consumer Price Index’s stat- 
istical shortcomings to a call for a new 
annual index that could reflect cost of 
living increases more accurately. 

Although both Democrats and Repub- 
licans have expressed vague support for 
revising fee index, bo* parties are also 
fearful of being tagged by fee other as 
willing to pursue fiscal austerity at the 
expense of the elderly, a fast-growing and 
increasingly politically powerful group. 
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Burmese Laureate Denounces Confinement 


BRIEFLY /A 




C.mpitJ M iTw Sfaff Fun DifU^a 

RANGOON — The Burmese op- 
position leader. Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. protested her confinement at 
home by the military government, la- 
beling the move illegal Wednesday. 

The dissident and Nobel peace 
laureate was restricted to her home 
indefinitely Tuesday by the State Law 
and Order Restoration Council after 
demonstrations by students of the 


Yangon Institute of Technology in the 

capital. 

Hundreds of students on Monday 
began the most defiant protest since 
the ruling junta took power in 1988, 
marching through Rangoon demand' 
ing students' rights, before they were 
bundled into trucks by hundreds of 
riot police early Tuesday. 

The authorities warned Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi. who was awarded the 


Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, dial they 
could not guarantee her security if she 
left her compound. The warning fol- 
lowed amob attack on her car less than 
a month ago dial her supporters say 
was organized by the government 
“We will make it known to the 
authorities that we protest this illegal 
confinement'' Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi said. “Every time there is a 
demonstration some people always 


Rights Report Assails Trade With China 


The .^ssociased Press 

WASHINGTON — The major 
powers' reluctance to criticize re- 
pression in China incited the au- 
thorities there to “new heights of 
audacity" as they concluded that 
preserving trade far outweighed the 
rights of its citizens, according to a 
report issued Wednesday. 

The annual report from Human 
Rights Watch, based in New York, 
also said that the U.S. government 
certified “severely compromised'’ 
elections in Bosnia that served to 
provide a cover of respectability for 
“rabid nationalists." 

The study also accused Western 
powers of acquiescing in the 
“ghastly steps' 1 Russia took to rein 
in Chechen rebels and in abuses on 
all sides in the conflict between Is- 
rael and its neighbors. 


On China, the report said the ma- 
jor power* argued that too much 
criticism of arbitrary repression of 
dissidents, religious activists or 
Tibetan nationalists could jeopard- 
ize security and trade concerns. 

“To justify this abdication of hu- 
man rights.” the report said, ’‘the 
theory of ‘constructive engage- 
ment' was propounded, with the 
claim thar continued economic re- 
form would expose the Chinese 
people to new ideas and loosen the 
control of the Communist Party.” 

The study said Chinese authorities 
were emboldened because they were 
giveo “every reason to conclude 
that, for the rest of the world, access 
to Chinese markets far outweighs the 
rights of Chinese citizens.” 

The State Department spokes- 
man. Nicholas Bums, defended 


Washington's China policy on Tues- 
day when he was asked about the 
coming visit of Defense Minister Chi 
Haotian of China. He said that in 
every conversation with Chinese 
leaders in recent weeks, as well as 
during President Bill Clinton's meet- 
ing with President Jiang Zemin, ‘ 4 we 
raise die issue of human rights." 

He said General Chi would not 
end his visit with “any other im- 
pression but that human rights are at 
the center of our relationship with 
China and will remain there. ' 

The rights report concluded: 
“Until human rights become an in- 
tegral and immediate part of the 
quest for peace, trade and demo- 
cracy, the world will remain 
plagued with intolerance, repres- 
sion and violence that underlie 
many of today's crises.*' 


take it as their job to put up road- 
blocks.” 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's lakeside 
compound has been sealed off since 
early Tuesday by roadblocks, pre- 
venting her from meeting journalists 
allowed into the tightly controlled 
country to cover the Junta's monthly 
news conference. 

The regime has issued such warn- 
ings previously. Combined with 
tampered phones and roadblocks, 
they have curbed Daw Aun|> San Suu 
Kyi's activity without risking an in- 
ternational backlash by formally pla- 
cing her under house arrest 

She said she believed the confine- 
ment was imposed because the stu- 
dent protests Monday and early Tues- 
day made the junta feel the situation 
was volatile. 

“Bui the volatile situation has noth- 
ing to do with me or the National 
League for Democracy,” she said, re- 
ferring to her pro-democracy patty, 
whicheastiy won elections in 1990 but 
has never been allowed to govern. 

While denying any link between the 


Britain Won’t Protect 
Dual Nationals in China 


LONDON — Britain said Wednesday 
that it would not be able to give full consular 
protection to British nationals in Hong 
Kong after the colony reverts to China next 
July if .they hold dual Chinese nationality. 

But the Foreign Office said anyone 
claiming sole British nationality would re- 
ceive consular protection until it was 
proved that they held dual citizenship, 
adding that it made no difference how the 
British nationality had been obtained. 

The Foreign Office statement followed 
protest in Hong Kong after the British senior 
trade commissioner there, Francis Cornish, 
said international law prohibited consuls 
from helping dual nationals in the country of 
their second nationality. ( Reuters ) 


President Fidel Ramos's government 
signed a peace deal with the mainstream 
More National Liberation From, ending a 
24-year revolt for Muslim autonomy in the 
southern islands. (Reuters) 


Kashmir Grenade Attack 


SRINAGAR. India — - At least four 
people were killed and 40 injured Wed- 
nesday when militants in Kashmir attempt- 
ed to assassinate a Communist politician at 
a public meeting, the police said. 

The militants hurled a grenade during a 
meeting at which the senior leader of die 
Communist Party-Marxist was speaking in 
the town of Kulgam, 70 kilometers (45 
miles) south of Srinagar. the police said. 

The Communist legislator, Mohammed 
Yusuf Tarigami, was also injured. He said, 
“I was their target because I have stood 
against militancy in the region.” (AFP) 


Filipino Muslims Rally VOICES From Asia 


student protests and her party. Daw 
Anns San Suu Kyi noted that there 


Aung San Suu Kyi noted that there 
was a moral tie between the students' 
cause and that of her organization over 
justice and human rights. 

The roadblocks could prevent Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi from bolding a 
meeting of supporters at her home 
Thursday on National Day, which 
commemorates the anniversary of the 
first student rebellion against British 
rule in 1920. (Reuters, AP, AFP ) 


COTAB ATO, Philippines — Tens of 
thousands of Filipino Muslims on Wed- 
nesday demanded a separate state, in one of 
die biggest Islamic rallies in die southern 
Philippines. 


The crowd was estimated by the military 
at 50.000 and by reporters at 200,000. Tbe 
rally in Sultan Kndarat in Maguinrianao 
Province capped a two-day assembly or- 
ganized by private Muslim groups, including 
local religious leaders and professionals. 

One speaker read a paper calling for an 
independent Islamic state for the five-mil- 
lion Muslim minority. 

The rally took place two months after 


President Fidel Ramos of the Philip- 
pines on his “sing-song diplomacy” during 
die visit by President Jiang Zemin of China, 
when the two leaders sang Western love 
songs to guests: “For the good of this coun- 
try, we should sing more songs to each other, 
and to our foreign friends and neighbors, 
also as romantically as possible.” (AFP) 


I <> « ' 


Mother Teresa, 86, after taking her first 
steps Wednesday in Calcutta since under- 
going life-saving heart surgery' last week: 
“I’m quite strong. I want to go home." 

(Reuters) 
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ce s Cowboy 9 Judge: A Relentless Tracker of International Terrorists 
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has plenty of reason to travel wifeto 

a ^ d and bodyguard* 

He has accused Iran’s leaders of or- 
the assassination of an exiled 
npposmon leader in Paris hi I99u£t 

^charged a brother-in-law of G>l^ 
Moan™- Gadhafi, die Libyan kSS 

years earlfo? ftirlmer ^ 

His investigations identified mem- 
oers 01 Algerian mihtam grouDs held 

EE??"* fOT * wave of 

ftance last year, he is now buildme a 
** Ie Scndary terrorist 
known as Carlos, now sitting in a French 
awaitm S trial,. and be has lately 
taken on an assignment to prosecute 
separatist violence by groups based in 


p>raca that has spilled over to main- 
land Prance. 

Judge Bruguiere is the 52-year-old 
descendant of a long line of French 
ntagisGraies. French magazine articles 
about him have nicknamed him “The 
Cowboy" for packing a .357 Magnum 
pistol. And when he scrolled into an 
exclusive Paris restaurant the other day 
he kept a close eye on everybody who 
came in or went out after him. 

Why take on terrorism, as opposed to 
corruption, like some other well-known 
French magistrates? “I’m interested in 
politics in the broadest sense of the 
word,” he deadpanned. 

An American expert, Larry Johnson, 
a former State Department and CIA 
analyst, described Judge Bruguiere as 
‘‘a courageous leader in die fight 
against terrorism." Mr. Johnson said, 
"He has ofttimes had to prosecute cases 
against the wishes of the French gov- 
ernment " 

Judge Bniguiere’s methods are both 
more subtle and more supple than they 


seem at first glance. His best-known 
i was the indictment in 199 1 of four 



ist bombing that blew up a French DC- 
10 of the defunct airline UTA high oveT 
the desert of Niger in 1989 and killed 
171 people. 

But that case is unlikely to end with a 
jail sentence like the one given to Ramzi 
Ahmed Yousef, the mastermind of the 
World Trade Center bombing in New 
York City, this year. To the French 
authorities, terrorism is the extension of 
politics by other means, and a strong 
enough signal can be sent to Libya by 
trying the defendants in absentia in 
France. 

Those responsible for the latest 
bombing in Paris can count on no sucb 
quarter. Only the other day. Judge 
Bruguiere boasted that countrywide po- 
lice and paramilitary sweeps last year 
had eliminated the entire Algerian fun- 
damentalist terrorist network in France 
that was responsible for similar bomb- 


ings in 1995 that were aimed at getting 
Paris to cut off economic support to the 
government in Algiers. 

That assertion may be belied by the 
latest attack, but whether it is Algerian 

S oups inside or outside of France or 
orsican or Basque militants who car- 
ried it out. Judge Bruguiere and his 
fellow magistrates seem inclined to 
show them no mercy. 

The judge himself is the first to ac- 
knowledge that the biggest break in the 
UTA case may have been a judgment by 
Colonel Gadhafi that for Libya, 
hemmed in by international sanctions, 
terrorism had become counterproduct- 
ive. 

Never one to shy away from dramatic 
gestures. Judge Bruguiere, determined 
to take his investigation into Libya it- 
self, tried to go there in 1 992 on a French 
Navy warship. He was turned away in 
Libyan territorial waters. 

But last July, Colonel Gadhafi al- 
lowed the judge to travel to Libya to pur 
the final touches on his investigation. 


He came back with a Samsonite suitcase 
provided to him by the Libyan author- 
ities that was armed with Pentrite ex- 
plosive and a detonator and identical in 
every respect lo the device that blew up 
the DC- 10. 

Why wuuld the Libyans thus incrim- 
inate themselves? Because of the crush- 
ing weight of the evidence he already 
had against them, the judge said. But he 
noted wryly that he flew back from an 
airfield in Tunisia in a separate plane. 

British and American investigators 
have also accused Libya of planting the 
bomb that blew up Pan American Flight 
103 over Lockerbie. Scotland, and 
killed 270 people six years ago. and 
have been insisting that they be ex- 
tradited. 

France has settled for trying the UTA 
defendants in absentia in Paris in 1998. 
Judge Bruguiere said the trial would 
establish the truth even if it did not lead 
to jail sentences for the defendants, 
who if convicted would be constrained 
by international arrest warrants to 


spend the rest of their lives in Tripoli. 

"You never know what the answers 
you give to his questions are going to 
lead to." a French defense lawyer once 
said of him, a remark Judge Bruguiere 
takes as a compliment. 

"Carlos." in reality Ilich Ramirez 
Sanchez, has been interrogated re- 
peatedly by Judge Bruguiere since his 
capture in Sudan by French agents in 
1994. He, too, will be died in 1998 on 
multiple terrorist bombing and assas- 
sination charges dating from the 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

Carlos, the judge believes, represents 
the past in terrorism; Islamic funda- 
mentalism is the future, and its principal 
target is the United Stales, as the only 
remaining superpower. 

A too rigid American attempt to iso- 
late countries like Iran or Libya, this 
judge who has prosecuted both of them 
believes, could provoke a wave of ter- 
rorism unlike any the United States has 
ever known before, and Americans had 
better get ready for iL 


Algeria Torments France 

As Main Backer of Algiers Military Riders 
Paris Confronts Its History, audits Legary 


By Roger Cohen 

New York Tuna Service 


ALGIERS — Like a festering wound. Al- 
geria still torments France, its former colonial 
master and its enemy in a long and bitter war 
of liberation. 

The bomb that killed two people on a 
commuter train in Paris on Tuesday bore all 
die hallmarks of the Armed Mamin Group, a 
force bent an the violent overthrow of fee 
military-backed government of President 
I - amin e Zeroual. Because France is seen by 
the guerrillas as the principal backer of Mr. 
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Zeroual . it has become a target and finds itself 
•^sucked into Algeria’s civil war, the last thing 
T’aris wants. 

The bomb, a gas canister filled wife nails 
and gun powder, and the way it was placed 
recalled precisely fee methods used by fee 
Armed Islamic Group in fee wave of attacks in 
France fear killed eight people and injured 
more than 160 last year. 

Moreover, the attack came just after the 
approval of a new authoritarian Algerian con- 
stitution in a referendum dismissed by Islamic 
extremists and moderate opposition parties as 
a sham, and just before fee planned trial next 
week in Paris of several Muslims living in 
France who are accused of orchestrating at - 
tacks in Morocco. - 

For France, rhe sta£esare extremely high- A' 
lot of. badhistoKy, including a devastating war 
from 1954 to 1962 fe at left more than one 
million Algerians dead, and a lot of alienated 
yoofeof Algerian origin in ttobhghtedsutorbs 
of French cities, add up to an explosive mix. 

* The dilemma for the French government is 
acute. It does not want Islamic extremism 
taking hold in its suburbs any mare than it 
wants a fundamentalistregime in Algeria. But 
its awkward policy of backing fee regime feat 
. quashed an impending Islamic electoral vic- 
toiy in Algeria has tended to provide fee 
Muslim guerrillas wife ammunition for their 
propaganda and violence in France. 

Broadly, according to French officials who 
•insisted on anonymity, fee French govern- 
ment backs Mr. Zeroual, a retired general, 
because it believes a strong stare, where 
democracy is introduced prudently, is now 
necessary to avoid another crisis. “The Al- 
gerians wanted to go very fast to democracy 
and they found they must go sup by step." 
said one. “The approach is now realistic. 1 ’ 

Algeria's current agony is about its failure 
to make the transition from fee military -dom- 
inated. single-parry state that emerged from 
the war against France to a democracy al- 
lowing fee alternation of power. 

When tire Islamic Salvation Front, riding a 
wave of popular outrage at the corruption and 
economic mismanagement of military rule. 


looked set to win the nation’s first multiparty 
parliamentary elections, in early 1992. the 
army canceled the second round of voting. 

The Islamic Front, calling itself simply 
“The Party of God,*' had alarmed many Al- 
gerians by talking of democracy as an alien 
ideology and threatening to ban non-Islamic 
newspapers. But equally the 3 milli on votes 
cast for it showed that its popularity was real, 
particularly among youths left without the 
prospect of a job or a home even as Algeria’s 
oil wells were squandered by deeply corrupt 
rulers. 

. After the canceled election, factions of the 
Islamic Salvation Front opted to fight, and the 
Armed Islamic Group has emerged as a most 
formidable single force. It has lolled foreign- 
ers — particularly French citizens — jour- 
nalists, writers, artists, singers and intellec- 
tuals with a singular mthlessness. The civil 
war between security forces and the guerrillas 
has left more than 50,000 people rinaH 

The war has at times come to bear an 
uncanny resemblance to fee war of Algeria’s 
independence. Then, too, the guerrillas, the 
National Liberation Front used methods of 
startling savagery — Including disembowel- 
ment decapitation and the mutilation of gen- 
itals — to shatter the middle ground in society. 
Then, too, the authorities, represented by the 
French Army, responded wife torture arid in- 
discriminate killing. Then, too, die war spilled 
over into France, dividing its society and des- 
troying the Fourth Republic. 

All this has left deep scars. The extreme 
rightist National From has found a solid core 
of support for its racist, anti-Arab rhetoric 
among fee descendants of the 13 million pied 
noir settlers in Algeria who were forced to 
move back to France after fee war. At the 
same time, anger runs high among the un- 
employed and embittered offspring of Al- 
gerian workers who came to build homes fra 
those pieds noirs. 

It is in this charged context feat France has 
found itself awkwardly defending the status 
quo in Algeria — the octopus-like embrace of 
entrenched military and economic interests 
against the Islamists who seem ready to win 
power in elections. Quite simply, the altern- 
ative — an Islamic regime — has looked less 
palatable to the French. 

But a price has clearly been paid. When fee 
French police unraveled fee network behind 
the series of bombings last year, they found 
several well-marshaled cells organized by fee 
Armed Islamic Group. 

The cells were made up principally of young 
Frendhmen of Algerian descent who had been 
living a difficult life in drug and crime-infested 
suburbs and had proved susceptible to fee 
a ppyl of Islam and a jihad. 

After fee arrests, the authorities announced 
the success of the anti-terrorist campaign and. 
until this week, the violence subsided. But all 
das ingredients behind fee terror still exist. 


TERROR: Paris Fears New Bombing Campaign 


Continued from Page 1 

containers were resealed. 

Prime Minister Alain Juppe said “striking 
similarities” existed between the attack and a 
1 Vwave of bombings in 1995, in which eight 
people were killed and about 160 were 
wounded. 

The police trad several reasons for sus- 
pecting the Algerian militant Islamic Armed 
Group for again carrying out an attack on 
French territory, even though by Wednesday 
evening no one had claimed responsibility for 
the explosion on the RER suburban train: 

• Toe bombing occurred on the same rail 
line, at fee same time of the day and only two 
stops away from fee station where an ex- 
ploSon on July 25. 1995. started a wave of 
eight attacks by Algerian militants. 

• • It used the same technique as most of me 

bombings last year — a 13 kilogram (28- 
pound) gas cylinder filled with an explosive, 
and bolts designed to cause as many 
injuries as possible. Scientists established that 
the explosive mixture was fee same as those 
ttsed in the bombings last year. ^ 

;• »7r followed a contested referendum in 

deaths in 

(he civil conflict in recent months. 

■ • It came shortly before the trial m Pans of 

54 Islamic militants who have 

having taken part in terrorist attacks m Mo- 

" bombing mined 

_ Cvrawr Network into a scene 
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to expfooe. was me vw vy - - 

the symbolic heart of Pans, wife ^comis^ 
justice, police headquarter and Notre 
within walking distance- , 

- Had feeblastoccunxrf a few seconds 

when fee train was still in fee tunnel feeefrects 
fcould have beau far worse, rescue workers 



HoiruA KinankMfmir Francr-ftruc 

Paris police turning back shoppers Wednesday in front of the Galeries Lafayette department store. 
The alert followed the deadly explosion Tuesday at a suburban commuter train station in Paris. 
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said, because fee enclosed space would have 
amplified fee effects of the explosjon. 

As it was, the bomb ripped the doors off the 
train car and turned it into a burned -out bulk. 
Officials said that an unidentified woman, one 
of fee two people killed, bad taken most of the 
force of the explosion and therefore may have 
saved the lives of many of those around her. 

According lo police sources cited by the 
newspaper Le Monde, when the British police 
arrested a suspected representative of the Is- 
lamic Aimed Group, Rachid Ramda — also 
known as Abu Fares — in November, they 
found what appeared to be a series of battle 
orders among ms papers, including fee trail to 
bombings and murder. 

Ax about the same time, the French police 
reportedly arrested other ringleaders of fee 
Algerian terror outfit in raids in Lille and 
Lyon. 

But one key figure, identified as Ali 
Touchent, or Tank, a 39-year-old architecture 
student, escaped. There was speculation be 
had recreated a terrorist organization at a rear 
base in Italy. Another report said French in- 
telligence sources warned the government 
early in November that an Algerian militant 
was on his way from Afghanistan to carry out 
attacks against French interests. 

The police have rounded up dozens of 
lesser figures who they suspect are involved 
wife the. Islamic Armed Group. 

A possible motive for the attack was to 
force France to release Islamic prisoners. Ex- 
perts said that the Islamic Aimed Group also 
has an interest in spreading its war against 
President Zeroual to France because the strict 
censorship and absence of foreign media in 
Algeria means that the violence committed by 
bom sides there goes unreported- 

Xavier Raufer, a terrorism expert at the 
University of Paris, said tire group's new 
leader, Antar Zouabri, 26, had pledged to 
continue the “battle against France” pledged 
by iris predecessor, Djamel Zhotmi, who was 
killed in internecine fighting. 


Yeltsin Names High Official 
To Try to Calm Coal Miners 

MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin appointed a 
special envoy Wednesday to mollify striking coal 
miners who have not been paid fra months and are 
threatening to bring down the Russian government if 
their demands are not met 

A Kremlin spokesman, Sergei Yastrzhembsky, told 
Russian news agencies that Mr. Yeltsin and Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin had met at fee Bar 
vikha sanatorium near Moscow, where fee president 
is recovering from heart-bypass surgery. Later in fee 
day, Mr. Yeltsin left fee sanatorium for a nearby 
government residence. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky said they had decided to send 
one of Mr. Chernomyrdin's first deputy prime min- 
isters, Vladimir Potanin, to Siberia's Kuzbass region, 
fee center of protests sweeping the country. He said 
other government members would be sent to mines 
across the country to explain their economic policy. 

A representative of the former stale company 
RosugoL which operates most coal mines, said 6 1 ,000 
workers had not turned up for work; union leaders put 
the number at 400.000. (Reuters) 

Athens Aide to Meet Farmers 

ATHENS — Agriculture Minister Stefanos Tzou- 
makas said Wednesday he would meet wife protesting 
farmers in an effort to talk them into bringing down 
blockades that have paralyzed traffic on all of 
Greece's major highways. 

“I will represent the government and attempt to 
open a dialogue wife them to discuss their problems.' ’ 
Mr. Tzoumakas said after a cabinet meeting. 

Thousands of fanners have erected more than 40 
barricades on highways and main rail links throughout 
Greece. They are pressing for higher subsidies, tax 
breaks and a reduction of $1 3 billion in debts. (AP) 

Tainted Food Toll Rises to 7 

LONDON — A seventh person died Wednesday 
from an outbreak of food poisoning in Scotland 


caused by fee E. coli bacteria, and fee government set 
up an inquiry in fee face of accusations that it had not 
acted quickly enough to save lives. 

Health authorities in Lanarkshire, where the outbreak 
occurred, said the victim was a 74-year-old man. 

Britain's secretary for Scotland. Michael Forsyth, 
denying tardiness by any government department, 
directed suspicion at a butcher who he said had sold 
cooked meal after agreeing not to. (Reuters) 

Spain Extradites Palestinian 

ROME — Spain extradited to Italy on Wednesday a 
Palestinian who had been convicted of fee 1985 hi- 
jacking of fee AchiUe Laura cruise ship and held 
primarily responsible for the murder of Leon Kling- 
hoffer, a wheelchair-bound Jewish-. American passen- 
ger who was thrown overboard. 

Majed Youssef Molky had been serving a 30-year 
sentence for hijacking fee liner but failed to return to 
jail Feb. 28 after 12 days* leave for good behavior. He 
was arrested in southern Spain in March. (Reuters) 

Greek Court Frees Palestinian 

ATHENS — A court ordered fee early release 
Wednesday of a Palestinian convicted for fee 1982 
midair tombing of an American jumbo jet feat killed 
a Japanese teenager and injured 15 other people. 

The United States criticized fee decision to release 
Mohammed Rashid. 46, before he had served out his 
full term of 15 years. He was convicted in 1992 of 
planting a bomb on a Pan Am jumbo jet flying from 
Tokyo to fee United States. tAP) 

The Dutch Ban Swiss Cattle 

THE HAGUE — The Netherlands said Wednesday 
it was banning all cattle imports from Switzerland 
because of fears over ‘ “mad cow ’ * disease. 

The Agriculture Ministry said fee ban. effective 
Thursday, had been prompted by a flood of Swiss 
cattle to fee Netherlands while Swiss authorities con- 
sidered what measures to take to combat bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy, which scientists believe 
can provoke fee fatal Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in 
people. (Reuters) 


Nazis Sent 
Assets by 
Swiss Pouch 

Memo Says Funds 
Went Into Argentina 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Swiss bankers and 
businessmen allegedly used diplomatic 
pouches to smuggle Nazi assets into 
Argentina during World War A. includ- 
ing $20 million belonging to fee Nazi 
war criminal Hermann Goering. a 
newly unearthed memo shows. 

The long memo to the State Depart- 
ment. made public Wednesday by fee 
office of Senator Alfonse D’ Amato. Re- 
publican of New York, suggested feat 
Swiss merchants conspired wife fee 
Nazis to funnel their fortunes into South 
America. It said the Swiss government 
was probably unaware of these alli- 
ances. 

“‘Accusations have also been voiced 
that Nazi German capital is escaping in 
Swiss diplomatic pouches." fee memo 
stated. It did criticize the Swiss gov- 
ernment’s "practice of entrusting di|>- 
lomatic missions to its bankers and busi- 
nessmen traveling to the Western 
Hemisphere." 

Diplomatic pouches from such neut- 
ral countries as Switzerland were 
routinely passed without inspection in 
other nations during the war. Goering 
and the Nazi propaganda minister 
Joseph Goebbels would first ship 
money into Geneva via German dip- 
lomatic pouches, the memo said. 

"It is reported that Reichmarshall Go- 
ering lately used this method to transfer 
personal funds." the memo said, “ Ac- 
cording to these reports, Goering pre- 
viously sent more than $20 million of his 
personal fortune to Argentina. 

Goering, commander of fee German 
Air Force, committed suicide in prison 
in October 1 946 just before he was to be 
hanged for war crimes. 

The Dec. 16, 1946, memo was ap- 
parently relayed to fee State Department 
from Austria by fee American consul 
general, Laurence Frank. Hie Frank 
cover letter was dated Jan. 20, 1947. 

Mr. D 'Amato, in a letter to fee Swiss 
Embassy in Washington, again urged 
Swiss authorities to “answer these 
questions and get to fee bottom of this 
explosive issue." 

■ Swiss Rejected 30,000 Refugees 

Researchers said Wednesday feat 
Switzerland turned back at least 30.000 
refugees seeking asylum during World 
War U. triple the number previously 
acknowledged. Reuters reported from 
Zurich. 

The report by the Swiss Federal 
Archive and the Federal Bureau for 
Refugees cast new light on Switzer- 
land's controversial wartime history. 

"Swiss authorities turned away more 
than 30,000 refugees. 24,400 directly on 
fee border and 14,500 asylum seekers 
wbo filed requests from abroad for per- 
mission to enter." fee Swiss Federal 
Archive said. 

The numbers do not add up because 
many people whose fust petitions were 
rejected tried to cross into Switzerland 
anyway. 


A Caribbean vacation 
on one of the world’s fastest sailing yachts 


Think about an exhilerating holiday of a lifetime 
aboard thus Ferrari-of-the-Seas that combines the 
luxurious facilities of the finest motor yacht. 

Five staterooms, massive entertainment areas, jpurmet cuisine, 
gym. sauna, 24-hour world fax and telephone, and a variety of 
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INTERNATIONAL 


U.S. Reportedly Offered Boutros Ghali a Sweetener to Go 


By Barbara Crossette 

Afw Jirw* Ttowy 5m‘icv 


UNITED NATIONS. New York — 
Two days before vetoing Boutros 
Boutros GhaJi's candidacy for a second 
^erm as secretary-general, the Clinton 
administration, under criticism at home 
and abroad for its handling of the issue, 
^nade Mr. Boutros Ghali an unexpected, 
face-saving offer. 

1 Withdraw from the race and we’U give 
you a foundation to run in Geneva, he 
iwas told over a private dinner by the U.S. 
^nvoy. Madeleine Albright, the secre- 
tary-general's aides and diplomats said 
Wednesday. She also threw in the prom- 
ise of a new title to take into retirement: 
jSecretaiy-General Emeritus 


l 


An American official said the Nov. 17 


dinner at Mr. Boutros Ghali ’s residence 
was a pri vote one, continuing the 1 "warm 
relationship" between the U.S. repre- 
sentative and the secretary -general, and 
that nothing discussed by them would be 
made public. 

A spokesman for Mr. Boutros Ghali 
said that he. too. would not talk about any 
offers made by the White House. 

But officials here say that Mr. Boutros 
Ghali, an independently wealthy man 
whose prominent Cairo family supports 
foundations in Egypt quickly dismissed 
the offer, which a Western diplomat 
called “ludicrous.” The secretary-gen- 
eral was said to have told Mrs. Albnght 
that he was not unemployed or looking 
for another job. But four days later, the 
White House reportedly tried again. This 
time, aides say. an American celebrity 


whom officials would not name was 
asked to intercede with the secretary- 
general. It is not known if that con- 
versation took place. 

. By then. 14 of the IS Security Council 
members had cast their votes for Mr. 
Boutros Ghali, with only tbe United 
States voting against him. 

Because the United Stales is one of 
five permanent council members with 
veto power, the “no" vote blocked his 
candidacy, but technically could not kill 
it Mr. Boutros Ghali decided to stay in 
the race, even as some African leaders 
began to look around for other can- 
didates rather than lose the position, 
which they want to keep for Africa. 

The offer to Mr. Boutros Ghali ap- 
peared to be a reaction against growing 
criticism in the United States for what 


columnists bad begun to call a diplo- 
matic “mu gg ing/ several diplomats 
said. 

A U.S. official remarked before tbe 
veto that hostility toward the United 
States had never been so palpable, as 
diplomats from around the world 
watched the administration attack Mr. 
Boutros Ghali T s record with dwindling 

credibility he has cut the 

UN staff and its budget more than any 
other secretary-general — while say ing 
that Washington had nothing against 
him personally. 

Until Mr. Boutros Ghali was judged a 
potential political liability in an election 
year, administration officials had no se- 
rious complaints about his relations with 
Washington. In an interview, tbe sec- 
retary-general said that none of his pre- 


decessors had put so many Americans in 

high UN positions. 

Officials and diplomats say it was 
never clear where the money to finance 
another international foundation would 
be found — and one with a headquarters 
in Geneva, one of the world's more 
expensive cities. 

Tbe administration would he unlikely 
to get much support from Congress. Mrs. 
Albright has said again and again that the 
reason For opposing Mr. Boutros Ghali is 
that Congress will never give generously 
to the UN with him in charge because be 
has not been enough of a reformer. 

“We still respect Boutros Ghali as a 
diplomat and would like to see a de- 
parture that is dignified," a U.S. official 
said. ‘ 'Nonetheless, we do expect to have 
a new secretary-general by Jan. 1/’ 


I 

Germany Repatriates 
24 Bosnian Refugees 
In Biggest Ouster Yet 


By William Drozdiak 

Hai/nUjUm Piui Service 


BERLIN — In the biggest forced ex- 
pulsion yet of Bosnian war refugees, 
German police rounded up two dozen 
Bosnians from camps in Bavaria and 
placed them aboard a charier flight Wed- 
hesday to be flown back to their war- 
ravaged homeland. 

■ The controversial action followed 
Vnonths of complaints by Germany's 16 
state governments that they could no 
ionger tolerate the social and economic 
burdens of being host to 350.000 Bos- 
nians — more than the total taken by all 
other West European countries combined 
| — at an estimated cost of nearly $10 
billion. 

! Bavaria's interior minister, Guenther 
Bcckstein. said it was necessary to send 
an unmistakable signal to all Bosnian 
refugees who are staying in Germany 
that the time had come for them ro go 
home. The southern state of Bavaria has 
been caring for 65,000 Bosnians, by far 
the largest proportion in Germany. 

. “These people, whether they are doc- 
tors or blue-coUar workers, are needed at 
home to help rebuild their country,” Mr. 
Beckstein said. “We have to make it 
clear to them that they must leave Ger- 
many by next year at the latest" 

Mr. Beckstein said that since early 
October. 35 Bosnians had been forcibly 
deported and 2.500 more have left vol- 
untarily. He promised there would be no 
more mass deportations before the end 
of January but did not rule out further 
expulsions in the spring unless a steady 
voluntary exodus has started to Bosnia. 

Mr. Beckstein added that among the 
refugees expelled by die federal gov- 
ernment Wednesday. 13 were convicted 
criminals serving prison sentences. The 
others were welfare cases who he said bad 
received assurances from the Sarajevo 
government that they would receive prop- 
er care, treatment and accommodations. 


Two weeks ago, a repatriation agree- 
ment was signed by the Bosnian and 
German governments that removed the 
last legal obstacles to forcible expul- 
sions that, according to German law, 
must be carried out at the state level. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl has been 
warning for the past year that Germany 
could no longer accept serving as the safe 
haven for nearly half of all Bosnian 
refugees living outside the former 
Yugoslavia. Some German states, notably 
Bavaria, have been agitating for imme- 
diate deportations because they say their 
situation has become financially unbear- 
able. Other stales have responded to hu- 
manitarian arguments raised by the 
United Nations and other refugee orga- 
nizations that it would be more prudent to 
wait until the spring to carry out any 
expulsions. 

Apart from humane considerations 
about condemning homeless Bosnians to 
an uncertain destiny on the eve of winter, 
critics of German policy say that dumping 
a large number of refugees on the door- 
step of the Sarajevo government while the 
political situation remains so precarious 
will only damage the fragile prospects for 
building a stable peace in the Balkans. 

They also assert that Germany should 
acknowledge a unique debt of historical 
responsibility because of the legacy of 
Nazi destruction in the Balkans that, 
until recently, kept German troops from 
playing an active role in the international 
peacekeeping mission there. 

Nonetheless, the expulsions have gen- 
erated sufficient public support that even 
the opposition Social Democrats have 
been reluctant to challenge the Kohl 
government’s policy decision to start 
pushing out the refugees. 

Only the radical Greens party has 
voiced sharp criticism about the expul- 
sions. Ruth Paulig, the president of the 
Bavarian Greens, called the expulsions 
on Wednesday “grossly inhumane" and 
a violation of the Dayton peace accords. 



TRUMPETING PRAYER — Religious Jews playing silver trumpets Wednesday in Jerusalem during a 
mass prayer at the Western Wall. Along with thousands of rightist Jews, they invoked God's help against 
a long-delayed withdrawal of Israeli troops from Hebron, which would return to Palestinian control. 


FRANCE : An About-Face on the Thomson Sale 


Continued from Page 1 

ish defense electronics company. 
Already, Alcatel has aroused contro- 
versy about tbe terms of a plan to share 
with GEC-Marconi ownership of Fram- 
atome. France's manufacturer of nuclear 
reactors — long considered a key French 
technological monopoly. 

Adding to political pressures to re- 
open the deal, the key factor in malting 
the government change its mind seems 
to have been public outcry about the sale 
of Thomson Multimedia to Daewoo, in- 
cluding complaints that government-fin- 
anced technology would be lost 

The most promising Thomson patents 
involved direct satellite broadcasting of 
television, which was invented by tire 
American company RCA, which Thom- 
son bought five years ago. 


But some Thomson patents — for 
example, ultraflat screens — were de- 
veloped under military programs fin- 
anced by the French government and, in 
some cases, by the European Union in its 
generic research programs. 

To meet these concerns, officials at 
die Finance Ministry .suggested Wed- 
nesday that a different arrangement, per- 
haps joint French-Asian ownership of 
Thomson Multimedia, would be accept- 
able. instead of an outright takeover. But 
die outlook for attracting foreign in- 
vestors has been clouded, an analyst said, 
because “die Daewoo thing is playing to 
public opinion in die worst kind of way" 
and arousing demagogic polemics. 

Daewoo had pledged jobs and capital 
investment, including payment of most 
of Thomson’s debt of roughly 20 billion 
francs ($3.78 billion) after a planned gov- 


ernment cash injection of 21 billion 
francs. Bui the commission was quoted 
as voicing doubts about France’s ability 
to enforce those pledges. 

Public resistance to the deal leaped 
when Mr. Juppe said rat French television 
that Thomson was being sold “for a 
symbolic one franc because dial is all the 
company is worth." " 'J - 

His remark, in response to question^ 
about why (he government was not asking 
more for Thomson, apparently irritated 
French pride in a company whose name is 
a household word in France. 

Tbe government’s recapitalization it- 
self still has to be scrutinized by die 
European Commission to ensure that 
other companies, mainly Philips, die 
Dutch conglomerate that is Thomson 
Multimedia's main European compet- 
itor, do not complain. 


West ‘Deplores 5 
Serbia’s Actions 


Reuters 

LONDON — The United States 
and Western allies sharply criticized 
Serbia on Wednesday for its record 
on democracy and human rights. 

The U.S. assistant secretary of 
state and envoy to the former 
Yugoslavia, John Komblum. said 
the state of democracy in Serbia was 
“deplorable" and U.S. relations 
with Belgrade would remain frosty 
until the Serbian record improved. 

“We believe that both in the 
treatment of elections and political 
parties, also the state of the media 
there." Mr. Komblum said, "the 
overall democratic process in Ser- 
bia really is in a very sad state." 

The comments came during a 
conference in London to review the 
peace process a year after the 
Dayton accord that ended the war. 


BELGRADE: Milosevic and Opposition Groups Edge Toward Major Confrontation 


Continued from Page 1 

don with Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott, Foreign Minister Milan 
Milutinovic of Yugoslavia "made a 
promise that the Serbian government 
would not use force to disrupt these 
demonstrations." said the department 
spokesman, Nicholas Burns. 

[In response. Mr. Bums said. Mr. Tal- 
bott told Mr. Milutinovic that “we 
would judge the Serbian government 
based on its actions, not on these prom- 
ises. but on the actions, and that is a 
particularly important point" 

[“Let me just be very clear about the 
position of the United Stares, " Mr. Bums 
added. “The United States is taking the 
side of democracy with Serbia."] 

The Serbian opposition leaders, now 
facing an information blockade on their 
protests and under threat of having 
marches slopped by force, have reluc- 
tantly called for nationwide strikes. If 
the maneuver fails, it will probably 


doom tbe opposition’s current campaign 
to restore the original election results, 
and leaders fear that the protests could 
sputter out in the wintry weather and 
mounting frustration. 

Opposition leaders in speeches Wed- 
nesday night in Terazije Square ap- 
pealed again to the police ana army to 
participate in the rallies and pleaded with 
Serbs from around the country to come 
out in force to back the movement. So far 
the protests have not managed to gain tbe 
support of the country’s workers, with 
the exception of a few thousand in the 
industrial city of Nis. 

"We have to act quickly." said Mi- 
odrag Perisic. “We have to get our mes- 
sage into the factories, to pull profes- 
sional and labor groups behind us. We 
probably have about two days left in 
which to organize strikes." 

Opposition leaders have been holding 
meetings with labor activists. They said 
they would begin publication of leaflets 
calling on more people to back the 


protests. And despite the tightening 
noose they remained buoyant The gov- 
ernment, they said, has made no attempt 
to reach them to try to negotiate a solu- 
tion to the crisis, although they have 
promised to call off the street protests if 
the election results are honored. 

“Milosevic has only two options 
left," said Zoran Djindjic, the leader of 
the opposition. “He can admit defeat 
and honor the elections results, or he can 
arrest all of us. Either option is good for 
us. If he arrests us, it will hasten his 
demise, leaving him isolated domest- 
ically and internationally. Such a move 
would also split the police and military. 
If he recognizes the election results, we 
can build a political base to topple him in 
the presidential elections next year." 

There have been some cracks in the 
government facade. 

Five Supreme Court justices, backed 
by some 90 court judges, denounced the 
court’s decision to support the presi- 
dent’s annulment of Nov. 17 local elec- 


tions. The election, if it had not been 
annulled, would have seen tire oppo- 
sition take control of city halls in Bel- 
grade and several other large cities. 

“I won’t accept die slavish role of the 
court, a dependent judiciary filled with 
loyal and incompetent judges," Judge 
Zoran lvosevic wrote in a letter in the 
independent daily Nasa Borba. “I won't 
keep quiet about their shameful role." 

But in a move that quashed any hope 
for a compromise with the government, 
Belgrade's first municipal court rejected 
the opposition's claim that the ruling 
Socialists had defrauded it of victory. 

There were a few indications that the 
president may not be able to count on all 
of his police. When students passed the 
police Wednesday they flashed than the 
traditional Serbian three- fingered salute 
and received a salute in return. The police 
also did not intervene when dozens of 
students sprayed the Parliament building 
with detergent, symbolic tbe students said 
of the need to cleanse the government. 


GENERAL: Former Nuclear Commander Calls U.S. Policy ‘Fundamentally Irrational’ 


Continued from Page 1 

The joint statement was organized by 
the retired General Good pas ter, co- 
chairman of a group that promotes U.S.- 
European relations, a retired British bri- 
gadier, Michael Harbottie, and former 
Senator Alan Cranston, Democrat of 
California. Signers include General John 
R. Galvin, another former supreme al- 
lied commander in Europe, ana General 
Charles H. Homer, former commander 
of the U.S. Space Command and a key 
officer in the J 991 Gulf War. 

“Nuclear weapons are inherently 
dangerous, hugely expensive, militarily 
inefficient and morally indefensible,” 
General Butler says now. He acknow- 
ledges that this view is a kind of heresy 
for a former Cine sac. or commander in 
chief of the Strategic Air Command — a 
job that often has gone to some of the 
country’s most hawkish military leaders, 
such as General Curtis E. LeMay, the 
model for Jack D. Ripper in “Dr. Stran- 
ge love." 

But, after having earned four stars in 
the air force and served from 1992 until 
his retirement in 1994 at SAC and earlier 
as a commander of several wings of B- 
52 bombers laden with nuclear bombs 
and cruise missiles. General Butler says 
he has studied an “appalling array of 
accidents and incidents' ’ involving such 
weapons. He also says he knows that 
even a single explosion would threaten 



millions with deadly radiation and, in a 
crisis, could readily expand to all-out 
war. 

General Butler says those who argue 
that nuclear arms are still needed in the 
aftermath of the Cold War are victims of 
the “intellectual smog" that justified 
the absurd pressures of having to decide 
in less than 30 minutes whether to order 
a nuclear retaliatory strike and wipe out 
an entire nation. 

General Butler, 57. said in an in- 
terview that he had been pushed along in 
his persona] journey from self -described 
nuclear warrior to abolitionist by various 
insights gleaned during three decades of 
work related to nuclear weapons: 

• Watching strategic aircraft struggle 
to take off in a simulated crisis at the 
split-second intervals demanded by war 
planners provoked early doubts in the 
1970s about the feasibility of actually 
waging nuclear war according to such 
complex and detailed instructions. 

• Coming to SAC headquarters and 
finally reading the secret war plan in 
effect for the bulk of the Cold War, 
which ignored the radiation and fire cre- 
ated by nuclear blasts and called for 
raining dozens of warheads on Moscow 
alone amid thousands of overall det- 
onations. helped convince him that 
Washington had lost “touch with the 
reality of nuclear weapons" and the 
horrible consequences of a single blast. 

• Several visits to the former Soviet 


Union, including a private 1 994 visit to a 
decrepit Russian naval base he had stud- 
ied while planning a nuclear strike, per- 
suaded him that he had been “dealing 
with a caricature all those years" of a 
highly powerful and resilient foe. In- 
stead. he said, he found “severe eco- 
nomic deterioration" and sites that 
“hardly warranted a conventional at- 
tack.’’ much less a nuclear one. 

In the half-century of the nuclear era. 
General Butler is one of the most prom- 
inent military officers to reverse ground 
on the merits of the weapon still widely 
viewed as central to U.S. military and 
diplomatic power. 

A senior Pentagon official, who said 
he did not share all of General Butler’s 
views and did not want his name used 
because of the great sensitivity attached 
to this issue, called the former SAC 
commander “one of the brightest, most 
capable and thoughtful persons" he has 
known in the military. He also said he 
expected that General Butler's com- 
ments would “certainly help to raise the 
level of the debate to the senior elite that 
makes decisions about such matters.” 

Although General Butler's view is a 
distinctly minority one in military ranks, 
a growing number of former officers and 
civilian defense experts in the United 
States and elsewhere have begun to em- 
brace the cause of nuclear abolition in 
recent months. 

The planned statement Thursday by a 


group that includes 36 Russian and 
American generals and admirals will 
call on the five declared nuclear powers 
and three undeclared powers to begin 
moving toward abolition by negotiating 
new treaties and removing nuclear war- 
beads from missiles. General Butler par- 
ticularly favors the latter idea, which 
would have tbe effect of removing all 
missiles from alert status for tbe first 
time in 37 years. 

General Butler said he understands 
that he is swimming against a tide of 
public and official apathy about tbe risks 
of nuclear conflict now that the Cold 
War is over, and that more than 160 
nations have formally agreed to ban all 
nuclear testing. But he said the urgency 
of acting quickly was particularly 
brought home to him by the bombing of 
the World Trade Center on Feb. 26, 
1993. 

He said he thought immediately about 
how much worse it might have been. 
“Analysis has shown that not only could 
the van used in the bombing, haye con- 
tained a nuclear device, it could have 
done so very readily." he said, "and a 
very large one, in which case it would 
simply have obliterated lower Manhat- 
tan tn its entirety and wreaked enormous 
devastation over an area of -50 to 75 
square miles.” 

After reflecting on his experiences. 
General Butler is angry at what he calls 
the persistent "terror-filled anes- 



General George Lee Butler at home. 


thesia* ' about nuclear arms. With * ‘the 
luxury to step back mentally and chink 
about the implications of having spent 
4 trillion dollars and producing 70,000 
nuclear weapons,” he said; “I realize 
that the notion nuclear weapons bring 
security — the idea that somehow we 
were in charge, that somehow all of 
tins was infallible and manageable 
we could make it work is fatally 
flawed.” 


ALBRIGHT: 

Emerging Favorite 

Continued from Page i 

Deutch of the CIA- and Senator Sam E) 
Nunn, Democrat of Georgia. 

Mr. Perry. 69, has said he will leave by 
early next year, but there were reports 
Wednesday that he might be asked to stay 
on until a successor could be found. 

There were conflicting reports about 
Mr. Deutch’s future, some saying that he 
was being considered to succeed Hazel 
O’Leary as energy secretary, others say- 
ing that he hurt his chances when he 
testified before Congress this year that 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq was 
better off than he was four years ago. 

George Mitchell, a former senator 
from Maine who has taken a lead role in 
tbe Northern Ireland peace talks, had 
been described as the leading candidate 
for secretary of state. 

But some Republicans in Congress 
said he had been too partisan as Demo- 
cratic leader from 1988 to 1994. In ad- 
dition, reports that he was a front-runner 
led to concerted calls from women's 
groups that Mr. Clinton name a woman. 

Last week. Vice President A1 Gore 
met with leaders of scores of women’s 
organizations who urged Mrs. Al- 
bright's nomination. 

If appointed, she would probably free 
heavy questioning during Senate con- -£ 
firmation hearings over tne U.S. role in 
tbe United Nations, winch is not popular 
with many conservative Republicans, and 
about foreign policy in such controversial 
areas as Bosoia-Hetzegovina. But her 
widespread support among women might 
soften any Republican attacks. 

Mrs. Albright, 59, served on the staff 
of the National Security Council during 
the Carter administration; was president 
of the Center for National Policy, a 
Washington think tank, and was a senior 
adviser to Democratic candidates in 
three presidential elections. 

If she were named to the State De- 
partment, atop candidaie to succeed her at 
the United Nations is a man who has also 
been mentioned as a possible secretary of 
state: Richard Holbrooke, the chief mv 
chitect of the Bosnia peace accords. 

Another possible UN ambassador is. 
Representative William Richardson of 
New Mexico, who recently led the effort 
to gain the release of a young Americait^ 
held by North Korea as a spy. -O 

CANADA: ] 

Sensitivity to Names : 

Continued from Page I 

of tribes in the Yukon and elsewhere are 
sensitive to geographical names. Tra- 
ditionally, they were used to link fea- 
tures of the land^ape with tribal history: 
European or other modem names should 
not be insulting, hd said, which is h ovf 
members of tbe Kwanlin Dun viewed the 
naming of tire road after London. 

“Some people were saying that the 
bias or the personal feelings or attitudes 
of people a hundred years ago should not 
be taken to heart at tins late date," Mr; 
Jack said. The Kwanlin Don, however, 
cited personal letters in which London 
appeared to advocate white superiority. 
Although the evidence was disputed by 
the writer's aficionados, who argue that 
he was relatively progressive for his era, -p 
Ms. Watson said the issue was sensitive 
enough to cause the town to drop its plans 
and search for ways to use Loodon’s 
name and Yukon legacy in a way that 
would not offend the Kwanlin Dun. 

In Canada, the issue reflects a 
heightened sensitivity to tbe feelings of 
groups that create what the country 
thinks of as its ‘ ‘mosaic " of identities — 
a metaphor it prefers to the American 
melting poL 

Chinaman Lake in British Columbia 
did not originate in a slur, said Janet 
Mason, the province's toponymist, but 
in honor of settlers of Chinese descent 
who had frozen and died there. Still, she 
said, “that particular word apparently 
has not stood foe test of time." She said; 
her agency would discuss what to call- 
foe lake and other geographical features.' 
carrying the same name. 

Similarly, the Indian figure kneeling- 
at foe base of Samuel de Champlain’s' 
statue in Ottawa was added after the; 
original to reflect the explorer's use of 
native guides. But foe gride's subser- 
vient position to “The First Great Ca- 
nadian" — as tbe French explorer and 
founder of Quebec is called in the monu-’ £ 
meat — annoyed local Indian leaders. • 
The National Capital Commission re-! 
cently agreed to remove foe scoul It* 
hopes, through negotiations with As- 
sembly of First Nations leaders, to in-! 
corporate it in-a new monument. ; 

In Montreal, the debate over sym- 
bolism is being prosecuted on two fronts! 

— by members of tbe Jewish community! 
in a campaign against the Lionel Groulx 
subway station and by the government of 
Quebec against the royal representative^ 
in foe province, the lieutenant governor.. 

Mr. Groulx, a priest, was a leadingj 
intellectual force of Quebec nationalism^ 

He died in 1967 and was boomed in the! 
naming of amain subway station. Recenf 
research has documented that his writings’ 
were laced with anti-Semitism, and loca£ 
Jewish groups want his name stricken; 
from tbe station. The request is pending 
with Quebec’s transit authorities. % 
Meanwhile, the province's federally 
appointed lieutenant governor, Jean-* 
Louis Roux, resigned after acknow-! 
lodging in an interview that he drew x 
swastika on his laboratory coat while in 
medical school in the 1940s and had! 
participated in rallies that ended in anti-j 
Jewish vandalism. 

After Mr. Roux's resignation. Que-i 4) 
bee's National Assembly and Premier 
Lucieu Bouchard reiterated calls to ab-* 
olish tire post as a waste of money and aS 
remnant of English colonialism. They? 
also said they would sell or rent the 
lieutenant governor's official residence! 
in Montreal. As for as they are con-J 
craned, foe next representative of the* 
queen Can live in an apartment. ! 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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tribune Lei’s Hear Loud Support for Awakening Serbia 

THE WASHUUGTOIW POST X 1 «/ TLa 


The Sudan Menace 


P ARIS — The streets of Belgrade 
and most other Serbian cities offer 


It is Sudan's distinction to be second 
probably only to Iran in propagating 
international terrorism and in subvert- 
ing its weaker neighbors, all this by 
way of acting on the Khartoum re- 
gime’s Islamic fundamentalist tenets. 
It is the United Nations' shame to have 
demonstrated itself incompetent to 
deal with this authentic rogue state. 

Other African countries; including 
Egypt (whose president the Sudanese 
regime tried to murder last year}, have 
appeased the regime, manufacturing 
considerations of African. Arab or Is- 
lamic solidarity. Russia. China and 
France have devised one or another big- 
power cause of convenience to protect 
Sudan from anything more than slaps on 
the wrist. As a result, the regime's ex- 
ternal terrorism and subversion con- 
tinue. So does its prosecution of a long- 
standing internal religious war and its 


suppression of human rights. 

it is the United States' contribution 
to have accepted the implications of 
the United Nations ' weak stance and to 
have sought out an alternative way lo 
check Sudan's depredations. In a re- 
gion grimly familiar with ethnic rival- 
ries and cross-border incursions, the 
Clinton administration now is ftinnel- 
ing modest arms supplies to three 


neighbors that Sudan has tormented. 
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Uganda can use 
the help to defend themselves and to 
support the fragmented and needy Su- 
danese opposition — if not to unseat 
the regime, then to contain it By re- 
maining at a discreet remove from die 
front-line action, Washington can hope 
to shield itself against charges of being 
anti-Islam and pro-intervention and 
yet still make a difference. 

Proposals for re-engaging diplomat- 
ically with Sudan periodically emerge 
in Washington. The argument is made 
that, with the military options being 
limited, the United States should wield 
a broader range of instruments, not just 
UN resolutions and American aims 
transfers but the contacts that come 
with diplomacy. At some point this 
will be good advice. At this point it 
seems a counsel of escapism. 

The well-organized and well-fin- 
anced National Islamic From is the 


power behind the military government. 
The front has a charismatic leader, Has- 


The front has a charismatic leader, Has- 
san Turabi. a vision of Sudan as the 
model of a new Islamic revolution and a 
focus on the United Stales as a useful 
devil, h menaces the peace and stability 
of its region, and beyond. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


i and most other Serbian cities offer 
the first glimmer of hope for a way out 
of ex- Y ugoslavia’s long crisis. 

Despite the Dayton accord, which 
ended the righting in Bosnia, it has been 
evident for some time that the chance 
for real peace will come only when the 
war leaders have been ousted. 

Clearly, the determined Serbian 
demonstrators have been inspired by 
East Europeans in 1989, particularly in 
Czechoslovakia and East Germany. 
They have taken great precautions to 
avoid random or mindless violence that 
could serve as a pretext for the regime 
to unleash massive repression. 

Direct reports from Belgrade note 
that the opposition leaders have or- 
ganized their own security monitors to 
prevent demonstrators from getting 
earned away. At firsr some stones were 
thrown at a few official buildings, but 
people were persuaded to throw red 
paint and eggs instead, symbolic be- 
cause the Serbian word for egg is close 
to the word for thief. 

Flowers, candles, flashlights, noise- 
makers, a variety of flags, each day 
brings a new show of will to keep the 
protests peaceful. More and more 
people take their children into the street 
with them to stress the point and refute 
the regime's c laim that it is attacked by 
"fascists" and "hooligans." 


By Flora Lewis 


What scant independent media 
Slobodan Milosevic allowed to exist 
have been suppressed, but word spreads 
fast. Given today’s communications, 
dictators can mate facts harder to learn 
but can no longer black thorn out. 

The uprising — for that is what it is 
— was triggered by annulment of mu- 
nicipal election results last month in 
which an unlikely coalition of five op- 
position parties won in 15 of the 18 


largest cities. 

The opposition demand at first was 
that the results be respected, and it is 
still possible that the regime will back 
down in a compromise that would leave 
it in power a little longer. But national 
elections are due next year, and it must 
be clear now to all that President Mi- 
losevic's days are numbered. 

Hie falsified elections were just the 
last straw. It is the years of war (al- 
though there was no fighting within 
Serbia), the intense corruption, the de- 
struction of the economy, the thuggery 
and abuse of power that people are 
finally insisting must end. 

No one doubts that Mr. Milosevic 
bears prime responsibility for the 
policies which led to disaster. 

Washington has at last begun tow am 
him not to use force against his own 


people, a possibility for which he has 
carefully prepared in the last four years 
by weakening the army, which h e dis- 
trusts, and building up a heavily armed 
police force of $0,000. 

Western Europe is still reticent, re- 
luctant to threaten reimposition of 
sanctions. And Russia has shown con- 
tinued support by removing a call for 
democracy in Serbia from Tuesday s 
Lisbon declaration of die Or g a ni z a tion 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. There is a double cynicism at 
work here. Not only does it conveni- 
ently overlook the star role of Mr. Mi- 
losevic in breaking up Yugoslavia, 
starting the war and long bac k in g the 
worst of die criminals. It accepts his 
perverse claim that be is needed now to 
impose peace. 


they had to deal with him, with Croa- 
tia’s only slightly less dictatorial Franjo 
Tudjman and with Bosnia’s increas- 
ingly authoritarian and punitive Alija 
Izetbegovic "because they are in 
power, there’s no one else." 

Now there is a temptation to prefer. 
Mr. Milosevic to his challengers as the 
more manipulable manipulator. Chris 
Hedges of The New York Times quotes 
an unnam ed "senior diplomat”. in Bel- 
grade as saying: "Milosevic has a lot of 
blood on his hands, a lot to answer for 
and a lot to cover up. He is easier to 


pressure and control. He always wants 
to show us he is making amends." 

The two opposition leaders who 
have emerged in these crucial weeks 
are not heaven-sent, guaranteed demo- 
crats. Vuk Draskovic tends to be shrill 
a ad unreliable. Zoran Dpndjic, sud- 
denly propelled' into prominence and 
who won the canceled election for 
mayor of Belgrade, is tainted by past 
support for the cruel Bosnian Serb leadr- 
exship and is considered calculating 
and cold-blooded. 

But uncertainty about future lead- 
ership is not a reason for the West to 
abandon its principles. It is the clearly 
democratic movement of the people, 
expressed with their feet in desperately 
bad weather when their votes were 
thrown out, that must be supported. 

A free press, democratic legitimacy, 
rule of law and a market economy — 
those remain the standards which much 
be asserted. 

If the change can be effected peace- 
ably in Serbia — suddenly a mira- 
culous chance — it will be felt then in 
Zagreb and Sarajevo. The whole vi- 
cious circle could be reversed in the 
direction of hope. It is too shining a 
chance to lose by passive indifference. 

It is tune for the West to speak 
loudly, and then it won’t need a big 
stick in the unhappy Ba lk a n s. 

© Flora Lewis. 


Algeria Needs Dialogue The Rights of the World’s Workers Are a Major Trade Issue 


With its constitutional referendum 
last week, the Algerian government 
went far toward finishing tne wrecking 
job on democracy that it began nearly 
five years ago. The new constitution 
outlaws Islamic parties, strips power 
from the Parliament and allows the pres- 
ident to rule by decree. Hie government 
said it had beat approved by 86 percent 
of Algerians, but no independent veri- 
fication of the vote was allowed. 

The government asserts that its new 
powers are necessary to combat a fan- 
atical Muslim organization called the 
Armed Islamic Group, which kills in- 
tellectuals, government workers, jour- 
nalists, women who refuse to cover 
their heads and others deemed hostile 
to Islam. 

Tuesday's commurer rail bombing 
in Paris seemed similar to terrorist at- 
tacks in Paris last year that the Armed 
Islamic Group said it had conducted. 

The Algerian government has 
matched tenor with terror. State se- 
curity forces kill and abduct civilians. 
Torture is widespread. More than 
50,000 Algerians have been killed in 
this conflict since a military coup in 
January 1992. 

A month before die coup. Algeria, 
then a pluralistic nation with virtually no 
political violence, held die first round of 
what were probably the freest parlia- 
mentary elections die Arab world had 
ever seen. The Islamic Salvation Front, 
a coalition of nonviolent Islamic groups, 
won a plurality. Three weeks later the 
military staged a coup, arguing that if 
the Islamic Front had been allowed to 
take power, those elections would be 
Algeoa's last Western nations winked 
at the suspension of democracy. 

No one knows whether a govern- 
ment formed by the Islamic Front 
would have ended Algeria's demo- 
cracy. Islamic Front mayors, including 


the mayor of Algiers, were governing 
democratically. Algerians might well 
have preferred an Islamic From gov- 
ernment to what they got instead. 

The military dissolved Parliament 
and suspended die constitution. In 
March 1992 it oudawed the Islamic 
Front and imprisoned thousands of its 
members. That strengthened its radicals, 
who argued that violence was now their 
only option, arid formed the Armed Is- 
lamic Group. Today their terror is con- 
demned by the Islamic Front's spokes- 
men in exile. But the Islamic Front's 
most important leaders are in secret 
detention and cannot speak. 

In 1994, Defense Minister Lamine 
Zeroual was appointed president. Last 
year he won election to the office with 
vague promises to end the war. which 
many Algerians assumed meant talk- 
ing to the nonviolent opposition. He 
has not done so. When the peaceful 
opposition parties met In Rome in 1 994 
and 1995. the government refused to 
send a representative. 

Mr. Zeroual ’s choice of indiscrim- 
inate repression over dialogue contin- 
ues to enjoy the tolerance of the West, 
including the United States, and the 
active support of France, which is 
frightened of more terrorism and the 
wave of immigrants that might flee 
fundamentalist rule. The strategy is 
desperate and shortsighted. 

Mr. Zeroual must use die legal sys- 
tem, not death squads and torture, to 

E unish terrorism. He should free the 
ilamic moderates and allow all politi- 
cians who renounce violence full par- 
ticipation in the parliamentary elections 
planned for next year, including access 
to television. Even this late, Algeria 
may have a chance to end the spiral of 
violence if Mr. Zeroual chooses foe 
route of dialogue and participation. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Treasure in Lithuania 


Much of the splendid Jewish literaty 
heritage of Vilnius sits deteriorating 
and untended in a Catholic church in 
the Lithuanian capital. The thousands 
of Hebrew and Yiddish texts, many 
from the 17th and 18th centuries, are 
nearly all that is left of the Jewish 
civilization that once flourished there. 
The papers and books, long hidden 
under stacks of Soviet farm statistics, 
deserve better treatment and perma- 
nent storage in a place where scholars 
can use them. Ideally, the collection 
should remain in Vilnius, but if that 
proves impractical it should be moved 
to a center of Jewish scholarship and 
life like Jerusalem or New York. 

Vilnius was a remarkable center of 
Jewish culture for several centuries 
until the Nazi conquest and Soviet oc- 
cupation that followed. The city, 
known as Vilna in Yiddish, was home 
to dozens of synagogues, Yiddish 
newspapers and theater groups, and 
notable Jewish scholarship. 

After the Nazi liquidation of lews 
and an exodus of survivors under So- 
viet rule, only 4,000 Jews remain in 
Vilnius today. Some are trying vali- 
antly to revive Jewish life in their city, 
but they lack the financial and schol- 
arly resources to do so on their own. 


Preservation of the aging Hebrew and 
Yiddish texts is the fust necessity. 

Institutions of Jewish scholarship in 
Europe, Israel and America should 
provide financial and technical assist- 
ance to relocate the materials to a more 
suitable setting in Vilnius where they 
can be restored, copied, and cata- 
logued. Keeping the material in Vil- 
nius would give the Jewish community 
there a sense of continuity, and serve as 
an inspiration to a city still struggling 
to overcome decades of repression and 
enforced denial of its history. The texts 
themselves would be enhanced if they 
could be studied in the place where 
they were produced. 

Absent generous financial support 
from outside, the Jewish community of 
Vilnius may not be able to provide a 
suitable home for the manuscripts. If 
they cannot be preserved and properly 
maintained for scholars in Vilnius, the 
texts should be transferred elsewhere, 
with copies retained in Vilnius. 

Either way, the papers and books 
must not be allowed to decay further. 
The Jewish culture of Vilnius was de- 
liberately destroyed. The record of that 
civilization should not be lost now 
through neglect. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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O XFORD, England — On a 
recent visit to Bangladesh 


V7 recent visit to Bangladesh 
1 met Nipah, one of the million 
or so factory workers in that 
country who scrape together a 
living sewing garments for the 
European and American mar- 
kets. She earns around 2,400 
taka (S57) a month. She has to 
work an average of 12 hours a 
day, six or seven days a week. 

Long hours, low pay and 
poor health and safety condi- 
tions are the norm in many in- 
dustries worldwide. 

It is very difficult for workers 
to do something about this, be- 
cause to organize or insist on 
better conditions may result in 
companies relocating else- 
where. Governments, ever keen 
to attract and keep investors, 
will support employers rather 
than workers. Those who de- 
mand a fairer deal or reasonable 


By Jeff Atkinson 


The H.O is powerless to do 
much about this, apart from 
publicizing such abuses and 
hoping to shame governments 
into changing their ways. What 
a social clause would do is en- 
able real economic pressure to 
be brought to bear on govern- 
ments which do not grant work- 
ers their basic rights. 

The British and other gov- 
ernments which argue against 
such a move do so on the 
grounds that the WTO and its 
trade agreements should not be 
burdened with social issues — 
they have nothing to do with 
trade. But this is clearly a spuri- 
ous argument 

Labor rights have everything 
ro do with trade, particularly 
when foe liberalization of in- 


ternational trade and invest- 
ment that has occurred under 
GATT and the WTO has been a 
major factor in undermining the 
bargaining power of labor and 
has contributed to the wide- 
spread use of exploited labor. 

For example, the current 
moves to introduce a multilat- 
eral agreement on investment 
will give foreign investors the 
right to freely enter and estab- 
lish themselves in any country 
they choose. This ability to pack 
up and move from country to 
country in search of cheaper or 
more compliant labor has been 
a major factor in undermining 
the bargaining power of work- 
ers in developing countries. 

The other argumeat against a 
social clause, particularly from 


some Asian governments, is 
that it is a plot by the indus- 
trialized countries to undermine 
the low-wage advantage of 
poorer countries by forcing up 
wages and dins saving jobs in 
the United States and Europe. 

Richer countries, it is argued, 
win use foe allegation that labor 
conditions in a cheap-labor 
country are in breach of the 
social clause, with a view to 


, V />' 
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blocking impacts from that 
country and thus- protecting do- 
mestic manufacturers from 
cheap competitors. 

But a social clause, if im- 
plemented properly, could not 
be used in that way. 

It would not be up to an in- 
dividual government but to foe 
ILO to determine whether a 
country is in breach of the 
clause. Breaches would be dealt 


with primarily through a pro- 
cess of negotiation between the 
ILO, the WTO and the errant 
government. Import restrictions 
or other sanctions would not be 
used except as a last resort 
What a social clanser would 
protect would be foe rights of 
workers as set down in ILO con- 
ventions, not wage levels. It 
would give workers in devel- 
oping countries foe right to bar- 
gain for whatever wages and 
conditions they themselves feel 
are approp ri ate in their situation, 
given their need to balance de- 
mands against the risk of scaring 
off investors and losing jobs. 


The writer is policy adviser 
on- trade to the charity Oxfam 
UK & Ireland. He contributed 
this comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


conditions will lose their jobs, 
suffer harassment or worse. 

Most of the world's trade 
ministers are about to meet 


Ignoring Ordinary Working People Won’t Do 


Singapore. Among the more 
contentious issues will be the 
linking of labor rights with trade 
agreements — attaching “so- 
cial clauses," which would ob- 
lige signatory governments to 
respect the rights of their work- 
ers to organize and bargain col- 
lectively for better conditions. 
Governments which do not re- 
spect these rights would suffer a 
loss of trade privileges. 

The rights to organize and 
bargain collectively have been 
internationally recognized for 
nearly half a century. The In- 
ternationa] Labor Organization, 
foe UN body which establishes 
the rights of workers, set them 
down in the late 1940s. Most 
governments have incorporated 
them into their labor law. but 
not all governments allow them 
in practice. Many in fact have 
resorted to force to make sure 
that workers do not form ef- 
fective organizations. 


W ASHINGTON — ’Hie 
representatives of trading 


VV representatives of trading 
nations meet in Singapore start- 
ing on Monday at the first min- 
isterial session of foe World 
Trade Organization. If they 
want to win foe support of or- 
dinary citizens as well as of foe 
corporate elite, it is time for 
them to consider the rights of 
working people as well as foe' 
returns for investors. 

The rules being set for foe 
WTO cover a host of issues that 
were once considered purely 
domestic — financial services, 
government subsidies, con- 
sumer and product standards, 
research and development prac- 
tices, agricultural policies, in- 
tellectual property protection, 
environmental policy. But in- 
ternational standards should 
also deal with the human side of 
foe prod action equation. 

Yes, workers' wages and 


By John J. Sweeney 


benefits vary from country to 
country. But working people 
have fundamental human rights 
that should be honored every- 
where — foe rights to freedom 
of association, to organize, to 
bargain with foe employer and 
resolve problems on foe job. 
These rights should not depsnd 
on a nation’s wealth, any more 
than foe rights to freedom of 
speech or freedom of religion. 

This ministerial meeting 
should decide that the WTO 
will address these basic worker 
rights. By examining these is- 
sues, the WTO can begin to 
ensure foot social conditions 
improve as trade expands. 

As leader of foe labor fed- 
eration representing more than 
13 million working women and 
men in the United States, I am 
proud that the U.S. government 


A Palestinian State Already? 


P ARIS — The principal 
Palestinian newspaper in 


JT Palestinian newspaper in 
Jerusalem, Al Quds, and the 
London-based daily Asharq 
Al Awsat have in foe past few 
days published articles ar- 
guing that a Palestinian state 
already exists, so far ns foe law 
of nations is concerned. 

The author is a European- 
based American international 
lawyer, John Whitbeck. who 
sympathizes with foe Pales- 
tinian cause but has also been 
an inventive influence on the 
search for a settlement foal 
Israelis as well as Palestinians 
might find equitable. 

He says Israel’s agreement 
to conduct permanent status 
negotiations implied eventual 
acceptance of Palestinian state- 
hood. Negotiations otherwise 
made no sense. 

Four customary criteria for 
statehood exist in internation- 
al law. These are a defined 
territory over which sover- 
eignty is not seriously con- 
tested by another state, a per- 
manent population, an ability 
by foe political authority to 
discharge international and 
conventional obligations, and 
effective control over territory 
and population. Mr. Whitbeck 
argues that, judged by these 
criteria, "the state of Palestine 
is on at least as firm a legal 
footing as the state of Israel.” 

The Palestinian Authority 
makes formal claim to foe por- 
tion of historical Palestine oc- 
cupied by Israel in the 1967 
war. Its claim is uncontested. 
Jt makes a contested claim to 
expanded East Jerusalem, 
where Israel makes a rival 


By William Pfaff 


claim, yet to be accepted by 
any other nation. 

Israel's legal position is as 
occupying power, which is by 
definition a temporary status. 

The Palestinian executive, 
elected legislature and security 
forces exercise uncon tested 
authority over the areas from 
which Israel has withdrawn: 
foe Gaza Stripand most of the 
West Bank. The permanence 
of the Palestinian population 
there is unquestioned, and foe 
Palestinian Authority has 
demonstrated its willingness 
and ability to discharge inter- 
national obligations 

Mr. Whitbeck proposes that 
the Palestinians assert sover- 
eign statehood in Palestine and 
apply for UN membership. 
French President Jacques Chir- 
ac and British Foreign Sec- 
retary Malcolm Rifitind, dur- 
ing recent visits to Palestine, 
expressed strong support for 
statehood, and this is echoed 
elsewhere in Europe and much 
of foe rest of the world. 


The important question is 
fcetber following Mr. Whii- 


wbefoer following Mr. Whit- 
beck's advice would be good 
or bad for the peace process. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told the Likud 
Party congress in September 
that "there will not be a Pal- 
estinian state." There is no 
reason to doubt his determi- 
nation. According to foe Arab 
press, he has warned Yasser 
Arafat that declaration of a 
Palestinian state would end 
the peace process. 


The Palestinians could an- 
swer that the peace process 
seems already ended by uni- 
lateral Israeli decision. Would 
■this be a wise answer or a 
foolhardy one? Would it in- 
spire new violence and fore- 
close any future dealings with 
an Israel vastly more powerful 
than foe Palestinians? 

It would amount to an effort 
to transform foe present ne- 
gotiation from that of an oc- 
cupied people with their oc- 
cupiers into one between 
sovereign states to define a 
common border and foe status 
of forces and citizens. 

It would imply that any Is- 
raeli military intrusion into 
areas already conceded to Pal- 
estinian authority would be in- 
vasion of a sovereign nation. 

To the extent that this claim 
was recognized by the inter- 
national community, it would 
deal a serious blow to foe Net- 
anyahu government. However, 
it would not foreclose Pales- 
tinian negotiations with some 
future Israeli government. 

The cnidal factor is that foe 
visible alternative is new vi- 
olence — unarmed or armed 
resistance to the Netanyahu 
government's policy of ex- 
panding settlements. 

In such violence the Pal- 
estinians would be the losers, 
but so would be all those Is- 
raelis who voted against Mr. 
Netanyahu, or would vote 
against him today, and who 
want a settlement with the Pal- 
estinians to get this terrible 
struggle over with. 

tmematumal Herald Tribune. 

@ Los Angela Tima Syndicate. 


is promoting workers' rights in 
foe trade negotiations. Unfor- 
tunately, some weO-informed 
leaders of business, govern- 
ments and international organi- 
zations seem not to understand 
the urgency of our concerns. 

For instance, in an opinion 
column on this page cm Nov. 27, 
Renato Ruggiero, director-gen- 
eral of foe WTO, writes about 
foe potential benefits of global 
commerce and the WTO. He 
reports proudly that for foe first 
time intellectual property "is 
protected by rules that have 
teeth." Inins wide-ranging dis- 
cussion of issues surrounding 
world trade he makes no men- 
tion of workers' rights. 

Just as he and other global 
trade officials understand foe 
importance of protecting foe 
rights of inventors and in- 
vestors, they should see foe 
need to protect workers' rights. 

It is important to ensure that 
composers and computer engi- 
neers can reap foe rewards they 
have earned by writing a hit 
song or a successful software 
progr am . But it is also impor- 
tant that the women and men 
who assemble foe computer 
disks and compact disks enjoy 
fundamental h uman rights and 
earn a living wage. 

The condition of working 
people, after all, is "foe human 
dimension of globalization," to 
borrow a phrase that Mr. Rug- 
giero uses in a different context 
Protecting workers’ rights is not 
only a moral imperative but a 
practical necessity. 

When working people enjoy 
foe right to organize, they can 


help build not only labor or- 
ganizations but stable democra- 
cies as well — a welcome de- 
velopment foat is taking place 
from Eastern Europe to South 
Africa to the Philippines. 

And when working people 
earn a decent wage, they can 
afford to buy goods arid services, 
and contribute to growth and 
prosperity in their own countries 
and throughout the workl. 

But if workers’ rights are 
stifled and their incomes stag- - 
rate, foe result will be political 
and economic ins t ab ili t y. 

If people in any outpost of the 
global economy are denied their 
rights, international trade will 
turn into a race to the bottom, as 
countries and companies com- 
pete by driving down living 
standards. Working people 
around foe world will come to 
identify globalization with eco- 
nomic insecurity. 

The result will be isolation- 
ism and protectionism — not 
internationalism and progress. 

Half a century ago, the ar- 
chitects of foe postwar inter- 
national economic system un- 
derstood that the benefits of 
intenratiooal trade must be 
widely distributed within and 
among nations. The structures 
they built were intended to ad- 
vance the well-being of ordin- 
ary people, as well as of in- 
ternational investors and 
multinational corporations. The 
WTO should remember the wis- 
dom of those who built five de- 
cades of peace and prosperity. 


The writer is president of the 
AFLrCIO. He contributed this 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1896: Cycle Exhibition 


LONDON — The Fifth Nation- 
al Cycle Show was opened yes- 
terday [Dec. 4] and the collec- 
tion of cycles is one of the largest 
and finest ever seen. 370 is the 
total number of exhibitors. 
These comprise the pick of the 
trade who deal in complete 
cycles or their accessories, such 
as gearcases, saddles, touring 
outfits. lamps, bells and other 
items. One tire maker displays a 
rubber which, it is claimed, can 
be mended in case of puncture 
and readjusted in less than a 
minute. As foe repairing is draw 
from inside, the air blows the 
patch on instead of off. Other 
tires made of new rubbers also 
dispense with wires or cement. 


from the New York stage. Dur- 
ing the present opera season, 
thrae will be revivals of anumber 
of Wagner and Strauss operas, 
several m tbeir native tongue, but 
with vesy few Gennsn singers in 
the casts. Up until the present, 
most of the audienoes have taken 
Wagner as an international com- 
Posct, although showing less en- 
thusiasm than in pre-war days. 


1921: Wagner RevivaL 

NEW YORK — German works 
are again being put to foe acid 
test of politics and patriotism 
after mi absence of four years 


1946: Meyer Resigns 

WASHINGTON — Eugene 
Meyer, publisher of * The 
Washington Post," announced 
today [Dec. 4] that he had 
resigned as president of the 
World Bank, exactly six 
months after taking office. Mr. 
Meyer, in resigning, told .foe 
executive directors that he felt 
that he bad started the bank and 
that it was understood when 
he took, office that he would not 
serve indefinite] y . The directors 
accepted his resignation; but 
no successor ^ -was announced. 
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^Jiat U.S. Really Needs 
Is a Lucid Opposition 


By Jim Hoagbmd 
W N^woSerich H n>ea ‘ aa * Ely **■ Gingrich 

Power-ladenWaSir.g 

ton audience. he was introduc«J 
feSf nev Y s P a P cr owner Conrad 

opposition here. By the 

E« £**?*}*• 9^ grich 


speaker T 106 *** 54,01 at 

adrW* to created by the departure of Bob 

Dole from the' Senate. But the 
mantle of leading opposition 
leader does not sit easily on Mr. 
Gingrich's shoulders. 

• Mr. Black — the host of 
Monday night's Capitol Hill din- 
ner. owner of The Daily Tele- 
graph of London as well as news- 
papers throughout the United 
States and Canada, and a staunch 
conservative — clearly intended 
Mr. Gingrich’s speech to key- 
note four years of opposition to 
the Clinton administration. 

But Mr. Gingrich delivered a 
speech without therefores: with- 
out suggested solutions to the 
threats to the nation, and to civ- 
ilization. that be described in 
Spenglerian terms and tones. 

His remarks demanded ima- 
gination and connection but 
provided neither. The problems 
he described were too important 
and too urgent to be tossed aside 
as easy rhetorical devices. Nor 
were these the remarks of a se- 
ducer or a pettifogger, either of 
whom would have chosen safer 
subjects and less provocative 
words to dramatize mem. 

These were the remarks of an 
impatient, frustrated politician 
chafing under the burdens of 
leadership and the unreliability 
of events and people. 

Mr. Gingrich told his audience 


Georgia Republican’s 
speech also demonstrated why it 
is in the interests of his parry, the 

pmon and Bill Clinton that the 
job be filled, soon. 

The defeat of their presidential 
candidate in an idea-devoid cam- 
paign has left the Republicans 
adrift in foreign policy and na- 
tional security, normally a Re- 
publican strong point and a field 
m which President CKmon needs 
to be challenged to think through 
complex. interrelated problems. 

The Republicans face a com- 
pclhpg opportunity and duty to 
provide clearly defined, updated 
and constructive policy altern- 
atives to help shape a national 
consensus on key issues. 

. Chma, Russia and the expan- 
sion of NATO, nuclear nonpro- 
liferation and the impact of glob- 
alization on the Ame rican 
economy top my list of the ques- 
tions where Americans need a 
standard against winch to com- 
pare Mr. Clinton’s policies. 

The power of position and per- 



Gingrich Calm ff| 


that there were only two ways to 
handle the Central Intelligence 
Agency in the chaotic world that 
has followed the Cold War. The 
agency had to be abolished, or 
fjiven carte blanche to do as it 
liked overseas. 

Other irreconcilable absolutes 
followed: Foreign aid has ruined 
Africa’s otherwise viable econ- 
omies; the answer for Africa is to 
let local entrepreneurs do deals 
with foreign investors. The 
United States has to pay its back 
dues to the United Nations, 
which is a pretty worthless outfit. 
A ballistic missile defense sys- 
tem that could prevent any attack 
on the United States has to be 


built urgently, even as Ameri- 
cans are vulnerable to nuclear 
attack by rental car. 

As he finished there hung in 
the night air a sense of missed 
opportunity, certainly for this 
speech and perhaps for the Re- 
publican revolution that Mr. Gin- 
grich authored and declared 
victorious two years ago. 

Margaret Thatcher spoke after 
Mr. Gingrich and urged him to 
press ahead with that revolution, 
citing favorable polling data 

S ublished in William F. 

uckley’s National Review 
magazine. Mr. Buckley mean- 
while had seemingly already de- 
livered his judgment on Mr. 


Gingrich's ' performance by 
scrawling one word — “Dis- 
astrous” — on a piece of paper 
and passing it to a friend also 
seated at the head table. 

My point is neither to mourn 
nor take glee in Mr. Gingrich's 
muddled message. A speech is a 
speech and can be quickly over- 
come or dissipated by another 
speech. The point is the Repub- 
licans need to regroup and begin 
to address as a party the problems 
that Mr. Gingrich raised but left 
dangling. Only when there is a 
dear Republican viewpoint on 
vital issues will bipartisan con- 
sensus be possible. 

The Washington Post. 


Some Tourists Could Test 
The Patience of a Saint 


By Peter J. Gomes 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


'Tobacco Foes 

■ Regarding “ Turkey Will Curb 
iSnwkwg in Public" (Nov. 26): 

. I am happy to see this issue 
given its due importance. How- 
O-ever, it is not true that the anti- 
smoking legislation was intro- 
duced by Turkey's ruling coali- 
tion. 

■ The legislation in fact was in- 
troduced by me in 1988 while the 
Motherland Party was in power 
and 1 was the minister of health. 
As a result of an anti-smoking 
campaign, smoking was banned 
that year on all Turkish Airlines 


domestic flights. This was before 
the United States took similar 
action. 

Furthermore, Turkey’s Parlia- 
ment adopted an anti-smoking 
bill in 1990, but it was vetoed 
by then-president Turgot OzaL 

3b l 1992, the same bill was 
reintroduced in Parliament. It 
took four years of bard work to 
get it passed because we had 
to face die lobbying of influen- 
tial American and British com- 
panies. Finally the bill was 
adopted last month with the sup- 
port of all five political parties 
in Parliament. 


This is to say that the Welfare 
Party — the ruling coalition — 
had nothing to do with the ini- 
tiation of this bill. But we do ap- 
preciate its support during the 
recent voting. 

BULENT AKARCAU. 

Ankara. 

Regarding the series "Smoking: 
The Global Battle" (Nov. 18-21): 

The international maneuvering 
of the U.S. tobacco companies 
is shocking. 

And it is deplorable that the U.S. 
government played a large role in 
helping these companies force 


their way into Asian markets. 

It is to be hoped that anti- 
tobacco forces around the world 
increase in strength and succeed 
in their efforts to combat the 
infiltration of their markets by 
American tobacco companies. 

CLIFTON F. HART. 

Regensburg, Germany. 

Accidents Happen 

The fire in the Channel raises 
questions about how such a thing 
could happen when the engineer- 
ing know-how used in building the 
tunnel and the safety equipment 


used in it are state of the art 
I bring this up in connection with 
the recent midair collision in India 
between a passenger airliner and a 
cargo plane. In that case, doubts 
were raised about the efficiency of 
equipment used by air traffic con- 
trollers at Indira Gandhi Interna- 
tional Airport in New Delhi. Was it 
outdated and therefore unsafe? 

As events have shown, acci- 
dents can happen no matter how 
up-to-date the technology, in de- 
veloped and developing countries 
alike. 

SHARAWATI MISHRA. 

Berlin. 


Be not forgetful to entertain 
srrangers: for thereby some haw 
entertained angels unawares. 

— Hebrews 1 3:2 

C AMBRIDGE, Massachu- 
setts — There seem to be 
very few angels among the flocks 
of tourists — most of them Euro- 
pean — who are testing the 
capacity for Christian hospitality 
of churches in Harlem. 

The spectacle of galleries of 
white tourists in uncomprehend- 

MEANWHJLE 

ing observation of blacks at wor- 
ship has, as Professor Patricia 
Williams of Columbia Law 
School put it with uncharitable 
candor, a hint of voyeurism and 
a whiff of the safari. 

“AH that's missing is the 
hats,” she contended, presum- 
ably referring to the bwanas' 
pith helmets. 

Some parishioners have com- 
plained that the tourists talk dur- 
ing homilies, walk out en masse 
in the middle of services, doze 
off in the pews. 

The problem of what to do with 
busloads of foreign spectators 
who disrupt the public worship in 
black churches is clearly more 
than an exercise in crowd control. 
It is forcing these historical in- 
stitutions to examine the nature of 
the biblical mandate for hospi- 
tality and the very definition of 
what a church is. 

This phenomenon, while per- 
haps new to Harlem, has long 
been a problem for much-visited 
churches elsewhere. When Salis- 
bury Cathedral became the firsr 
English cathedral to impose an 
admission charge more than a de- 
cade ago. it was the secular 
hordes who cried “sacrilege!” 
and protested the money- 
changers in the temple. 

In Westminster Abbey and $L 
Paul’s Cathedral in London, the 
faithful few who come to say 
their devotions easily are over- 
whelmed by squadrons of foreign 
tours whose leaders march 
about with their dutiful charges 
in tow, shouting their spiels in 
their native tongues, as in some 
secular Pentecost. 

Much-visited churches depend 
on the money tourists generate 


and thus are caught in the biblical 
bind of trying to serve both mam- 
mon and God. 

There is a view that, to be seen 
properly, a church must be seen 
doing what it does. And even the 
most obtuse American tourists 
have been known to keep silent 
and seek a seat when it is clear 
that an evensong at King’s Col- 
lege Chapel at Cambridge is 
about to commence. 

On my first visit to King's 
many years ago, I was astonished 
to read the neatly lettered signs in 
the pews inviting the congre- 
gation not to join in the singing. 

Tour companies should inquire 
of the churches what is accept- 
able protocol and then should in- 
struct their clients. At the very 
least, visitors should be expected 
to remain for the entire service, to 

What to do about 
loud, gawking 
spectators who 
disrupt icorshipers? 

do nothing to interfere with those 
who have come to worship, to 
participate where they can and at 
least to pretend to a sufficient 
interest to keep awake. 

No tour company has enough 
money to subsidize the disrespect: 
of Christian worship. Just as wo- 
men are made to cover their heads 
when entering some Roman Cath- 
olic churches in Spain and Italy, 
and visitors are requited to re- 
move their shoes when entering 
mosques, so too the visitors to 
Harlem’s churches must be tutored 
in what is required of them. 

Hospitality is both a burden 
and a Christian virtue, but such 
virtue cannot be permitted to 
mask the vice of visitors’ rude- 
ness and ignorance. 

Worship is neither a cheap 
date nor a spectator sport, and 
that is perhaps the first lesson 
tourists to Harlem's churches 
need to leam. 


The writer, minister of the Me- 
morial Church at Harvard , is the 
author of "The Good Book: 
Reading the Bible With Mind and 
Heart . He contributed this com- 
ment to The New York Times. 
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Mutant Genes: Ancient Protectors of Man? 


By Gina Kolata 

New York Times Semee 


EW YORK — Fate may 
be cruel or indifferent, but 
geneticists believe there 
are often good reasons for 
bad genes. Genes that cause diseases 
like cystic fibrosis are so common, 
some say. as to suggest they must 
confer, either now or at some time in 
the past, a powerful compensating 
advantage. 

And so, seeking to understand 
mutated genes, some researchers like 
Dr. Stephen J. O'Brien, a geneticist at 
the National Cancer Institute in Fre- 
derick. Maryland, have embarked on 
a quest into medical history. 

Dr. O'Brien’s current ohsession is 
with a genetic mutation, reported earli- 
er this year, that can confer immunity 
to the AIDS virus. He discovered that 1 
percent of whites, but essentially no 
blacks or Asians, have two copies of 
this mutated gene. This is a very high 
percentage of the population that the 
mutated version of the "gene has 
reached, especially as its function is to 
knock out an important protein of the 
immune system. Do so many whites 
have the mutated gene. Dr. O'Brien 
asks, because it protected people in 
generations past from an ancient 
plague, or maybe a previous visitation 
of the AIDS epidemic? 

Geneticists who studv breast can- 


cer are asking the some sort of ques- 
tions about the two genes called 
BRCA1 and BRCA2. for breast can- 
cer 1 and 2. which can cause breast 
and ovarian cancer. Both genes are 
found in 1 percent of Ashkenazi 
Jews, a surprisingly high percent- 
age. 

So far. scientific opinion is divided. 
Some are enthusiastically looking for 
subtle advantages conferred by these 
mutated genes. Others are more skep- 
tical. Where, they ask. is the evidence 
for a selection effect? “It’s a debate 
that rages in the absence of any data.” 
said Dr. Lawrence Brody, a geneticist 
at the National Center for Human Gen- 
ome Research in Bethesda, Maryland 

Dr. O'Brien is on the side of those 
who think the mutations benefited pop- 
ulations in generations past. He noted 
that the great population geneticist. 
J.B.S. Haldane, said in the 1940s that 
probably the greatest selection pres- 
sure of ail is not a changing envir- 
onment or a scarce food supply but the 
harsh culling of infectious disease. 

The mutated gene was discovered 
this year by Dr. Nathaniel Lan d a u of 
the Aaron Diamond Research Center 
in New York and his colleagues in 
three gay white men who had been 
exposed repeatedly to HIV. the vims 
that causes AIDS, but never became 
infected. 

Then Dr. O'Brien and his col- 
leagues studied 1 .965 people who had 


been repeatedly exposed to the AIDS 
vims because they were gay men. 
intravenous drug users who shared 
needles or hemophiliacs who re- 
peatedly injected themselves with 
blood products that were tainted with 
the AIDS virus. 

Most became infected. But among 
th; few who escaped the virus, they 
found 18 whites with two copies of 
the mutated gene. Dr. O’Brien and 
others report that 1 percent of whites 
in the general population have two 
copies of the mutated gene, making 
them immune to AIDS. 

The probability calculations that 
are basic to genetics indicate that in 
order for one out of 1 00 whites to have 
two copies of the gene, as many as one 
out of five in the white population 
must have a single copy of it And it is 
even more common among northern 
Europeans, said Dr. Michael Dean, 
who is acting chief of the human 
genetics section at the cancer institute 
in Frederick. He now finds that as 
many as 23 percent of British, 
Swedish and Russian whites have at 
least one copy of the gene. 

Yet the mutation would seem to be 
deleterious because it knocks out a 
protein, a chemokme receptor, that 
protrudes from the surface of white 
blood cells and allows them to re- 
spond to certain imm une system hor- 
mones known as chemokines. 

Dr. O'Brien and his colleagues at 


the cancer institute arc studying the 
mathematics of the AIDS -resistance 
gene's spread. They assume, since the 
gene is not found in blacks or Asians, 
that it arose after Caucasians split off 
from blacks about 1 50,000 to 200,000 
years ago. Anthropologists have de- 
termined that the ancestral white pop- 
ulation may have had just a few thou- 
sand individuals. 

And so, the cancer institute inves- 
tigators asked, if the mutation arose in 
Chat population by chance, and if there 
was no selective advantage or disad- 
vantage to having the mutated gene, 
what is die likelihood that, by chance, 
its frequency would drift up to 20 
percent of the white population today? 
“The likelihood is almost zero,” Dr. 
O'Brien said. 

UT if the HIV-resistance 
gene protects against dis- 
ease, it is still uncertain 
what disease it protects 
against Some, like Dr. David Bal- 
timore. a molecular biologist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Techno- 
logy, have suggested that perhaps 
there was an HIV epidemic hundreds 
or thousands of years ago, and those 
who have the gene today are descen- 
dants of its survivors. Another pos- 
sibility, Dr. O’Brien said, is that the 
gene might protect against the plague 
or tuberculosis, a known scourge of 
European populations. 


JGJ 


g* 










Do Estrogen Therapy and Alcohol Mix? 
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By Susan Gilbert 

ASeir York Times Service 

EW YORK — 
About 25 percent 
of postmenopaus- 
al women in the 
United States take estrogen re- 
placement therapy because of 
evidence that it prevents os- 
teoporosis and heart disease. 
Even more of these women 
feel free to have a drink now 
and then because of research 
showing that it. too. may pro- 
tect against heart disease. 

But a new study raises 
questions about the long-term 
health consequences of drink- 
ing even small amounts of 
alcohol while taking the hor- 
mone therapy. 

The study found that when 
postmenopausal women on 
oral estrogen drank the equi- 
valent of just half a glass of 
wine, the levels of estrogen-in 
their blood nearly doubled, on 
average. After a drink com- 
parable to three glasses of 
wine, estrogen surged more 
than threefold. 


One of the most significant 
questions raised by the new 
study is what, if any. effect 
the striking rise in estrogen 
has on a woman's risk of 
breast cancer. 

Studies show that estrogen 
therapy protects against heart 
disease and osteoporosis but 
may increase the risk of breast 
cancer. Some research also 
shows that moderate alcohol 
consumption — one drink a 
day for a woman — may de- 
crease the risk of heart disease 
and increase the risk of breast 
cancer, as well. The breast 
cancer findings are the sub- 
jects of medical dispute. 

The study is the lust to look 
at the effects of alcohol on oral 
estrogen replacement therapy. 
“I was surprised to see es- 
trogen levels rise so much," 
said Dr. Elizabeth Gins burg, 
the lead author of the report 
and an assistant professor of 
obstetrics, gynecology and re- 
productive medicine at Har- 
vard Medical School. 

Dr. Howard Judd, vice 
chairman of the department 


of obstetrics and gynecology 
at the University of California 
at Los Angeles School of 
Medicine, said that some in- 
crease in estrogen after a 
drink was to be expected 
based on previous findings 
that alcoholic men had elev- 
ated levels of estrogen. But be 
said, “I was surprised by the 
magnitude of the change." 

T HE new study, pub- 
lished Wednesday 
in The Journal of the 
American Medical 
Association, suggests that 
“alcohol may increase the be- 
neficial as well as the det- 
rimental effects of estrogen 
therapy,” said Dr. Wulf 
Utian, director of obstetrics 
and gynecology at the Uni- 
versity Hospitals of Cleveland 
and an expert on menopause. 

The two-day study com- 
pared- 12- healthy postmeno-, 
pausal women taking estro- 
gen replacement therapy with 
1 2 who were not receiving the 
therapy. The estrogen used 
was one milligram of estra- 


diol, the most potent of the 
many forms of estrogen. 

At 9 PK, the women in 
the estrogen therapy group 
took estradiol and at 9 A.M. 
the next day, half the women 
in each group drank a cocktail 
made of pineapple juice and 
vodka that was equivalent in 
alcoholic content to three 
glasses of wine. The other 
half got a soft drink. 

Blood estradiol rose signif- 
icantly above base-line levels 
in the women taking estrogen 
therapy and drinking alcohol. 
Estradiol climbed at die same 
rate as blood alcohol levels, 
the study found. 

Ten minutes after the wo- 
men started drinking, when 
they had consumed the alco- 
holic equivalent of half a 

g ass of wine, their estradiol 
vels were almost double. 
Dr. GiBsbnrg'Said: 1 - 
— After 5Q-minuies..when they. . 
had finished their drinks, es- 
tradiol levels had increased 
more than threefold: They 
were 327 percent higher than 
the levels that are supposed to 


be reached by estrogen ther- 
apy. Estradiol declined at the 
same rate as the blood alcohol, 
returning to base-line levels 
within six hours. 

Virtually identical results 
were found die next day, 
when the women originally in 
die soft drink group were giv- 
en alcohol and vice versa. 

There are many questions. 
Perhaps die most urgent is 
whether women should have 
second thoughts about estro- 
gen therapy in light of the new 
study, or at least agree to give 
up alcohol before going on it 
Dr. Ginsburg said it was pre- 
mature to recommend that 
women do this. 
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Search for Life on Mars: NASA Launches Probe 


The Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida — NASA 
launched a spacecraft to Mars early Wed- 
nesday carrying die first-ever interplanetary 
rover, a six-wheeled cart that will roam the 
frigid Martian surface in search of rocks. 


■ The Pathfinder is the second probe to be 
sent to Mars by NASA in a month. The Global 
Surveyor took off on Nov. 7, the first of 10 
U.S. spacecraft to be sent to Mars over the 
next decade in hopes of determining whether 
life ever existed there. - 
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AT HIS SIDE* 

The Last Years 
Of Isaac Babel 

By AN. Pirozhkova. 

Translated by Anne Frydman 
and Robert L. Busch. 
Illustrated. 171 pages. $22. 
Steeifonh Press. 

Reviewed by 
Richard Bernstein 

O NE of die stories about 
the writer Isaac Babel 
told by his widow, Antonina 
Nikolaevna Pirozhkova, has 
the great storyteller finding 
himself in 1934 in the awk- 
ward company of Genrikh G. 
Yagoda, the chief of the NK- 
VD, Stalin’s secret police. In 
order to break the uncomfort- 
able silence, Babel asked 
what seems in light of sub- 
sequent events to have been 
an incredibly impertinent 
question: “Tell me. how 
should some-one act if he 
falls into your men’s paws?” 

Yagoda quickly replied: 
“Deny everything, whatever 
the charges, just say no and 
keep saying no. If one denies 
everything, we are power- 
less.” 

The advice did not work, of 
course, not for Yagoda him- 
self who was cashiered and 
executed a few years after Ba- 
bel met him. and not for Babel 
either. Babel, whose few 
dozen stories are of such dia- 
mondlike perfection that they 
place him among the greats of 
20th-century literature, dis- 
appeared forever into the gu- 
lag archipelago in 1939. and 
for decades thereafter his ex- 
act fate remained a mystery. 

We now know from the files 
of Case No. 419. I.E, Babel, 
made available after the Soviet 
collapse, that he tried to follow 
Yagoda 's instructions after he 
fell into the NKVD’s paws, 
but after three days of torture, 
he signed whatever his inter- 
rogators put in front of him. 
incriminating not only himself 
but other Soviet writers as 
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well. He then spent several 
months writing letters trying to 
retract his forced testimony, 
but on Jan. 26, 1940. the 45- 
year -old writer was sentenced 
to death, die sentence being 
carried out the next day. 

His last known words were 
spoken to his tribunal: “I 
slandered myself and others 
under duress.” Pirozhkova's 
tale of her husband’s en- 
counter with Yagoda is in a 
way the climax of this affec- 
tionate and revealing memoir 
of Babel, published in un- 
censored form in the Soviet 
Union in 1989. For anyone 
interested in Babel, about 
whom no full biography has 
ever been written, this glimpse 
into his last few years on earth, 
written by the person closest to 
him, will be a treasured pos- 
session. 

Pirozhkova, not a profes- 
sional writer but a structural 
engineer who worked for 
years on the Moscow subway, 
was Babel's second wife; his 
first had moved to Paris with 
his daughter and refused to 
return to Moscow. Pirozh- 
kova, who met Babel in 1932, 
tells her story with unassum- 
ing straightforwardness, scru- 
pulously avoiding the twin 
temptations of hagiography 
and self-dramatization. Much 
is left out or glossed over in her 
account She says almost noth- 
ing, for example, of Babel's 
political views. She does not 
provide any explanation or 
even background for the fa- 
mous moment in 1934 when 
BabeL speaking at the first 
Congress of the Soviet 
Writers' Union, declared his 
intention to practice a new 
genre, what he called “the 
genre of silence.” 

Her explanation of her own 
and Babel's seemingly naive 
vision of things as the Stalin 
purges picked up their mad 
momentum and people around 
them started getting arrested is 
too cryptic to be of much use. 

“In those years none of us 
could allow even into our 
minds the possibility of tor- 
ture in Soviet prisons,” she 
writes. Bui Babel’s conver- 
sation about “your men’s 
paws” with Yagoda. indicates 
that Babel was less naive than 
Pirozhkova suggests. After 
all, Babel was a master of 
shrewd observation. 

StiU, Pirozhkova has ren- 
dered a great service by setting 


down her memories. Three 
elements stand out- One is Ba- 
bel's jubilant spirit, his love of 
pranks and jokes, his cheerful 
curiosity, his immeasurable 
kindness and capacity for love. 
Babel was the sort of man al- 
ways giving tilings away, in- 
cluding things that belonged to 
his wife. 

Second is Pirozhkova’s de- 
scription of the life of writers 
in the Soviet Union in the 
1930s, a life of privilege and 
ease — until the police came 
and carted them away. Babel 
consorted with foreign 
writers like Andre Malraux 
and Andre Gide, as well as 
with fellow members of the 
Soviet cultural elite: Maxim 
Gorky, Sergei Eisenstein, 
Boris Pasternak, Ilya Ehren- 
burg and others. 

Finally, Pirozhkova's ac- 
count of Babel’s arrest and 
her own dealings with the se- 
curity police, who practiced 
their own Kafkaesqe version 


of the genre of silence, are 
heart-rending and terrifying. 

Only many years after her 
husband was taken away and 
she learns, finally, that he 
was judicially murdered, 
does she tell us what she felt: 
“The anguish of loss never 
leaves me, and the thought 
that for eight months in an 
NKVD prison he had to en- 
dure a mass of insults, tra- 
miliatiorcand torture, and that 
his last day on earth was lived 
with the knowledge of his im- 
pending execution — all of 
this tears at my heart.” And 
at the hearts of others as well, 
those who have been en- 
riched by Babel’s amazing 
stories and who know him so 
much better now. thanks to 
this document of love and fi- 
delity, published in English 
56 years after he was shot to 
death. 


Richard Bernstein is on the 
staff of The New York Times. 


By Alan Truscott 

T WO pairs from the New 
York metropolitan area 
battled in a desperately close 
finish in the Blue Ribbon 
Pairs at the American Con- 
tract Bridge League's Fall 
Nationals in San Francisco. 

The winners, by a margin 
of three match points, were 
Bob Blanchard and Jim 
Krekorian, both of Manhat- 
tan. 

The standings were: 1st, 
Blanchard and Krekorian, 
1261.54; 2d. David Berkow- 
irz of Old Tappan, New Jer- 
sey . and Larry Cohen of Boca 
Raton. Florida, 1258.64; and 
3d, Tony Forrester of Eng- 
land ana Geir Helgemo of 
Norway. 2244.53. 

Zia Mahmood of Manhat- 
tan and Michael Rosenberg of 
Tuckahoe, New York, who 
have won many national titles 
in partnership, helped their 
team to win the Open Board- 
a-Maich Team title with bril- 
liant defense on the 
diagramed deaL 

They defended four 
spades, and Zia as West re- 
jected the routine heart lead, 
judging that a heart trick 
could probably wait Instead 


he led a club, won with 
dummy’s queen. 

A trump lead to the king 
lost to the ace. and Zia noted 
that his partner had played the 
nine. He correctly interpreted 
this as a signal suggesting a 
ruffing possibility, and 
played second club — the 
jack. This was a suit-prefer- 
ence signal indicating hearts, 
and when Rosenberg ruffed 
he duly underled his heart 
ace. Zia won and played a 
third club, allowing a second 
ruff and a one-trick defeat of 
the contract. 
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By Jane E. Brody 

New York Times Service 



EWYOBK — Breast cancer 
is the secoad-leading cause 
of cancer deaths in women, 
after lung cancer, and the 
disease women worry about most 
The best current weapon for pre- 
venting breast cancer deaths is early 
detection: finding and treating the dis- 
ease before it has a chance to spread. 
The earlier the cancer is found, die 
higher the cure rate, and the technique 
best able to detect these early cancers 
in women who seem otherwise healthy 
is periodic X-rays of the breasts, or 
screening mammography. 

While there has been no dispute 
about the lifesaving potential of annual 
mammograms for women over 50, a 
debate about their value far women’ 
from 40 to 49 has raged for two de- 
cades. But as new data have accumu- 
lated in studies of hundreds of thou- 
sands of women here and abroad, a 
resolution of the annunent seems near. 

This week at a Chicago meeting of 
the Radiological Society of North 
America, new studies supported the 


lifesaving value of annual mammo- 
graphy for women in their 40s. 

Although these studies alone are not 
conclusive, in January the National Can- 
cer Institute, which currently does not 
recommend annual mammography for 
women under 50, will reconsider its 
policy based cm presentations on these 
and other recent findings. 

Mammography is able to detect sus- 
picious lesions in the breast before they 
can be felt by the hand. It does not find 
all such lesions, and sometimes it 
misses those that can be felt by the 
woman or her doctor. The l a tt er, called 
palpable lesions, should always be 
biopsied, even though nothing shows 
up on the X-ray. 

T HE main debate over mam- 
mography does not question 
whether it is safe or valuable 
as an early detection tool but 
rather whether it is effective enough at 
finding cancers in younger women to 
make screening mammography worth- 
while. 

Breast cancer occurs less often in 
women in their 40s than in older wo- 
men, so the “yield” of screening is 


lower among younger women. In ad- 
dition, breast tissue of younger women 
ds denser, making it banter for mam- 
mography to pick up suspicious lesions. 
Breast cancers also tend to grow faster 
in younger women, which means they 
may be detected at a less curable stage, 
and die cost of screening per life saved 
is higher among younger women. 

Earlier studies ’ of mammography 
among women under 50 have been rife 
with shortcomings. The original in- 
strumentation was relatively erode 
compared with the very low-dose but 
highly sensitive, equipment now 
widely used in this country. 

A number of studies looked only at 
women who chose to be screened 4nd 
compared them riritb women who did 
not, instead of randomly assigning wo- 
men to one group to be screened and 
one group that would not be screened. 

Still, in nearlyfell the studies tire trend 
was clear, even if all (lie findings did not 
achieve statistical significance: Women 
in their 40s who had regular mammo- 
grams — even way two years — were 
less likely to die of breast cancer than 
women who did hot have periodic mam- 
mographic screening. • 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Broker's 
security 
7 Disappoints 
is Reluctant 
i« Abyssinia, 
today 


17 Start of a quip 
concsminqe 
Hitchcock film 
is Radiate 

20 Massenet opera 

21 Site of the tree 
of IHe 


22 Hammer pans 




TRAfBWOiUDACRIiJVES 


We’re up to 
something good- 


Abbr. 

2 TQ-Ulink 

28 20's hit * 

GetBy' 

28 Carar for horses 
ai One of 150 
38 Beauty's swain 
34 Middle of the 
quip 

99 Developed 

40 Starts ol some 
pranks 

41 Usurper 

. 44 One-striper: 
Atrbr. 

4a Zeppelin 

4aWhitfenpoafs 

49 StuiTjy stocking 
stuff 

si Tomato type 
B2 Former enemy 
capital 

53 River to the Rio 
Grande 

54 End of the quip 
89 1942 U.S. 

victory site 

so Mary's home, in 
an old song 
si Like steppes 
82 Ceremonial 
dinners 


DOWN 

1 Concern 

2 Dodges 

3 ’Whai iT feeling 

4 Village center 

s Followers 

6 Basketball 
champions' 
■trophy* 

7 River ol 
forgetfulness 

8 Alien and Frame 

9 Devout one 


10 Brothers and 
others 

11 E.R. tatters 

12 Choose 

13* gehl's?* 

(German ■How 
are you?'} 

14 TVs 'Emerald 

Point * 

18 Opera set In 
Cyprus 
22 Cavort 
23Toes the line 
a< Chopped 
cabbage 
23 'For jolly 

28 Bohemian 
28 Byron's * the 
of Greece I* 

30 French clerics 

31 Mexican money 

32 Kind of pie 
34 Cooked 

33 City south of 
Moscow 

so Sun hat 
37 Mary Macieod 
wrote in it 
38Alen$on's 
department 

42 Pass 

43 Salon tasks 
49 Site 

48 Ham 

' 47 Track events 
so Nutritious beans 
si Fix, as a worn 
cushion 

sa Site ol 7-Down 

53 Sweat 
source 

54 SeerfestUme: 
Abbr. 

u in place of 
se Certain numero 

57 'Some 

meat and canna 
eat*: Bums 

so Lofty address 
abbr. 
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Dark Days 
For the U.S. 
Music World 


Growth in the Industry 

Rocks Nearly to a Hah 


By Neil Strauss 

JVfH- York Tima Service 


S«yfi,srsw5/ 

atam^fc my die only pmco i, 
^ cn . c ®“ Pg>nmac mdnstiy who feels that 
®P* 1 ™^ 1C- ^ 1 ®basiiKssisinoiieoftijeniost 
perplexin g cnses it has faced in decades. 

. Growth inthe,$12 billion U.S. record 
indusuy, whichftfor more than a 
has ranged from 12 percent to 20 per- 
cent annually, has slowed to near ly'- a 
standstill, and people in the business 
can t agree on why. All that is certain is 
that a malaise is sweeping every facet of 
nH ^ IC *ts production, distribution 
and consumpti on. 

Several of the largest D.S. record- 
store chains and hundreds of independ- 
ent music shops have declared bank- 
ruptcy, gone out of business or pot their 
stores up for sale. New albums by such 
well-known acts as Hootie and the 


SiriUg the Blues 


Rock ipop bands are finding that their albums aren't 
seWn ik they used to, as these figures for new albums 
by st proven hit makers show. Even when the older 
albui & handicapped because they’ve been in stores 
tongi anost every new one fisted here has sold below 
tha e. cations of fife record label. The only new 

GR °^' _ ' album {Release data) copies sold (in millions) 


albums still in the Top 40 showing significant sales 
growth, or the potential for it, are Celine Dion’s “Falling 
Into You, " the best-selling album to come out this year. 
Snoop Doggy Dogg's " Tha Doggfather," which is only 
two weeks old, and “ Secrets , * by Toni Braxton. 


Hootfan 

theEnvHi 


Cracked Rear View [Jufy "94) gjt 
Fairweather Johnson {April 96) 2.0 






Doggy Style (Sept. ’93) 

Tha Doggfather {Nov. 96) 0.7 


Tonftwtofl 


Toni Braxton {July V3) 4.6 
Secrets (June V6) an 


VrtaJogy {Nov. V4) 4UJ 
No Code {Aug. V6) on 


Tuesday Night Music Club (Aug. V3) 18 
Sheryl Crow {SepL ’96) 


MTV Unplugged in New York (Nov. 94) 3 A 
qnthe Muddy Banks of the Wiskah (Nov. 96) as 


cJa>3ion 


Rj- 


The Colour of My Love (Nov. ‘93) 3 a 
Falling Into You (March ’96) 4.7 



Monster (SepL '94) 2.7 
New Adventures in Hi-Fi (SepL ’96} 0.7 


P dont* of the 
U >d States 
onarfea 


Presidents of the United 
States of America (June 95) H 
li (Nov. 96) 0.1 I 



Celine Dion in 
rehearsal for 
the Fox Music 
Awards 
recently 


Darius Rucker 
of Hootie and 
the Blowfish 
at the 
Grammy 
Awards in 
February 


Michael Stipe 
of R.EM. on 
tour in Vienna 
in July 


Source: Soundscan 


Continental and Delta 
Hold Talks on Merger 

Step Would Create Biggest Airline 


By Adam Bryant 

New York Times Service 


Tbc Mew York Timet 


The industry , comes up with an 
Internet billing plan. Page 15. 


Blowfish, R.EM Sheryl Crow, Nir- 
vana, Tom Petty aid Phil Collins have 
fallen far short of their projected sales 
figures. \ 

Five of the indtstry's six major re- 


cord labels have 
cuts; MTV is 
^ ming, and concert 


fering from lack! 

Even though h 
fall swing, music 
ing their pennies. 

Record labels s 

least $11 billion this 
businesses are 


extensive staff 
ig its program- 
loters are suf- 
ticker sales. 
iy shopping is in 
' es are count- 


to take in at 
but too many 
apiece of a 

dy growing 

but also failing to creue star s with dur- 
able careers, people i&the industry say. 
Executives say they e»ect die problems 
to last 12 to 18 monos lraig w as the 
industry levels out aftea period of over- 
expansion and misplagd op timism . . 


« in America is causing in- 
ibels to look more closely at 
ms. But while international 
ms have slowed in the past 
jtre worldwide is not as grim 
ted Stales, executives said, 
is having the same prob- 
UJS. is having, ” said Mel 
chainnan of Sony Music In- 
“But outside of North 
the prices are higher, and re- 
fare doing better. In America, you 
non and price-cutting 
tilers m terrible shape. You don't 
in the rest of die world.” 
first half of the decade, record 
were confident as sales of al- 
ive rock and country music 
But the presidents of several 
said they felt they had since lost 
with their audience. They blamed 
~ res: by chasing hit singles in- 
of building long-term success for 
they turned off many con- 


tecord companies used to be very 
at predicting die tastes of record 
5 , but their ears are clouding up a 
: bit,” said Russ Solomon, president 
fower Records, which has had flat 


sales all year. “We don’t have any teen 
idols, which in the past has been very 
important Record companies have been 
busy dying to create new technology 
like the minidisk and the digital cassette, 
which have been flops, instead of fo- 
cusing on the music.” 

Others contend the lull has less to do 
with record-label negligence than with a 
changing music audience. 

“We do a lot of audience mood- 
checking,” said Judy McGrath, pres- 
ident of MTV Networks, “and the 17- 
to-24-year-olds we’ve been talking to 
are not that dissimilar from people in 

Sbe 3 adJed^“A huge percentage of 
them live at home and are happy to. 
They don’t say, ‘My parents aren't cool, 
and I don’t want to live with them, and I 
hate their music.' The us-versus-them 
thing seems to be disappearing. People 
are more complacent” Many execu- 
tives said that when music fans are 
complacent, they do not seek new bands 
and styles of music to listen to. 

In the past 10 years, annual sales in 
the U.S. record industry have gone from 
$4 billion a year to $12 billion, ac- 
cording to the Recording Industry As- 


sociation of America. But this was in 
large part because consumers were re- 
placing their old vinyl albums with 
more expensive compact disks. 

With the explosion of alternative rock 
and the increasing audience for country, 
hip-hop and Hispanic music, die in- 
dustry expanded and fragmented even 
more as radio stations and fans took 
more chances on newer acts. 

But the boom has ended. Record- 
store owners say the replacement-CD 
market has been exhausted, severely 
affecting classical and jazz sales, and 
back-catalogue purchases in general are 
down by as much as 25 percent. 

Meanwhile, alternative rock's fans 
are turned off by what seems like a glut 
of interchangeable new bands con- 
stantly being thrust at them. 

One executive, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said, “The whole busi- 
ness is built on rock-and-roll, but what's 
selling now is urban music,” by which 
he meant hip-hop and rhythm-and- 
blues-based music. 

“A lot of us are in our 40s, and we’re 
into what we think is cool. But when we 


See MUSIC, Page 17 


NEW YORK — Delta Air Lines and 
Continental Airlines are holding talks 
about a possible merger, according to 
people familiar with the discussions, a 
move that would create the largest air- 
line in the world. 

The talks, which raise the prospect of 
further consolidation in the airline in- 
dustry. have been going on for several 
months and were described Tuesday by 
persons with knowledge of them as hav- 
ing moved beyond preliminary stages. 
Still, a deal is not imminent, they said. 

They added that Continental, which 
initiated the discussions, was not talking 
to any other airline about a merger. 

Industry analysts said the prospect of a 
combination of Delta, the third -largest 
U.S. airline, and Continental, the ntth- 
biggest, would send other airlines scram- 
bling for partners to avoid becoming 
second- or third-tier competitors. 

“One large merger would probably 
lead to several.’’ said Philip Baggaley. 
an airline-industry analyst at the credit- 
rating concern Standard & Poor’s Corp. 

A wave of mergers would also roil an 
industry that currently is seeing record 
profits and has experienced unpreced- 
ented stability since it was deregulated 
in 1978. 

Similar talk emerged a year ago when 
US Air Group Inc. said it was discussing 
a possible merger with either American 
Amines or United Airlines. Those dis- 
cussions later were called off. 

Between them. Continental and Delta 
cany almost 25 percent of all passen- 
gers flying on U.S. airlines. United, the 
world's largest airline, now carries 
about 21 percent. 

Ned Walker, a Continental spokes- 
man. declined to comment when asked 
about talks between the two airlines. 
“As a matter of policy, we just don’t 
comment on marketplace rumors and 
speculation," he said. Delta declined to 
comment, citing similar reasons. 

Many industry analysts said they 
were surprised that the talks were under 
way but offered a variety of explan- 
ations for them. 

The two airlines, they said, may be 


talking to ensure that they lead, rather 
than follow, any farther consolidation in 
the industry. If the number of airlines 
shrinks, producing a smaller number of 
giant carriers, those with the broadest 
route networks and the mosr “hub” air- 
ports will be the most likely to prosper. 

Analysts said the route networks of 
Delta and Continental would fit relat- 
ively well together. Delta, for example, 
reduced its presence at the Dal I as -Fort 
Worth airport by cutting its daily flights 
there last year 135 from 195. Con- 
tinental, however, dominates in nearby 
Houston, where it is based, and a merger 
would represent a way for Atlanta-based 
Delta to maintain another stronghold in 
the Southern states. In addition. Delta 
operates more routes to Europe than Con- 
tinental. but Continental has a greater 
presence in South and Central America. 

Some industry analysts were dis- 
mayed at the prospect of the combin- 
ation, saying that Delta's acquisition of 
Pan American World Airways in 1991, 
the year that Pan Am collapsed, 
widened Delta's loss at the time by 
hundreds of millions of dollars. 

On the other band, Delta's acquisition 
of Western Airlines in 1987 is widely 
cited as one of the most successful mer- 
gers in the industry's history. 

Delta has long had one of the more 
paternalistic and stable corporate cultures 
in the airline business, and such a culture 
may appear attractive to Continental em- 
ployees who have lived through two 
bankruptcies and. until recently, a regular 
turnover of top executives. 

Both airlines also have fewer unions 
representing their workers than most oth- 
er U.S. carriers, which would probably 
make meshing the work forces easier. 

Industry analysis said the talks might 
have been instigated by David Bonder- 
man, a principal of the investment group 
Air Partners of Fort Worth, which ted an 
investment of $450 million in Continental 




to help bring the airline out of bankruptcy 
993. An acquisition of Continental 


in 1 


may offer Mr. Bonderman a way to cash 
out his investment, analysts said. Con- 
tinental’s Class B shares have been star 
performers of late, rising from about S5 in 
Januaiy 1995 to close at S30.625 Wed- 
nesday. up $125 for the day. 
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■ day hew 
M J* fight 
AG and General 
industrial spying 
ficials at the Worid 
meeting this week. 

He also said he 
act as a mediator 
companies. 

Mr. Rexrodt said “aacceptaWe solu- 
tion” most be found [the fight over 
GM’s allegations that aroup of former 
top executives took sjret documents 
when they fefttheU-S.c lpany in March 
1993 to join Vdkswage . 

“I will take along th opic to Singa- 
pore,” Mr. Rexrodt sai 

In keeping with his r s-as a possible 
mediator. Mr. Rexrodt ould not take 
sides in the dispute, in w di VW faces a 
racketeering lawsuit in t United States 
filed by GM and its Ge an subsidiary, 
Adam' Opel AG. 

He Said he had spotefften with both 
sides in recent years. 

Mr. Rexrodt said 
diate the dispute in 1 
time there was no 
Referring to the 
added: “1 will gladly] 
trinity to try to find 

also in the interest „ ... 

iwww for the auiomo? industry.” 

! >r week. Voflcswsn’s purchasing 
chief, Jose Ignacio Lcz de Arriortua. 
resigned, saying he neiri more timi to 
defend himself againiharges of hav- 
ing stolen secrets frorfM when heleft 
the company to join 


GM and Opel are pursuing the in- 
' -espionage lawsuit in both Ger- 
any and a U.S. district court. 

In addition, Mr. Lopez’s German at- 
iraey has said he expects his client to 
e indicted this month by German pros- 
cut ore, who have investigated GM’s 
barges for more than three years. 

GM has not said how much it is 
Seeking in damages in either court case. 
Analysts put die likely amount at about 
M billion, and some media reports have 
cited figures as high 25 7.5 billion 
Deutsche marks ($4.8 billion). 

VW has said it would consider a 


The economics minister 
said he would Hake the 
topic to Singapore 9 for 
|balks at the WTO 
meeting. 
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stttement as long as there were no 
feconditions. 

Last week, GM denied any settlement 
alirg were taking place and said none 
would be considered until VW got ride 
of Mr. Lopez, publicly apologized and 
agreed to compensate GM. 

But while GM has set tough terms for 
any settlement, Opel’s chief executive. 
David H erman, told a newspaper this 
week he wanted to reach an out-of-court 
settlement. GM and VW reportedly dis- 
cussed amicable settlement trams at a 
secret meeting three months ago. 

GM’s attorney, John Quinn, said 
Tuesday that the automaker was pre- 


paring to take the case to trial but that a 
settlement was “always possible.” 

Volkswagen has not commented on 
GM’s demands or on possible settle- 
ment talks with GM. 

Meanwhile, four defendants in GM’s 
corporate- theft lawsuit against Volks- 
wagen are seeking to have the case 
against them postponed until criminal 
charges in Germany are resolved. 

Plato Cacheris, an attorney for the 
four men, told a judge in U.S. District 
Court on Tuesday he would file motions 
by Dec. 13 asking that die civil case be 
delayed against Jose Ignacio Lopez. 
Jose Manuel Gutierrez, Jorge Alvarez 
and Rosario Piazza. 

All four are under investigation by 
German authorities in connection with 
the alleged theft of trade secrets from 
GM and Opel. 

They also are subjects of a federal 
grand jury investigation in Detroit, Mr. 
Cacheris said. 

No charges have been filed in either 
investigation, but Mr. Cacheris said the 
German case was expected “to come to 
fruition" by year-end 

The hearing Tuesday was set to dis- 
cuss procedural issues in the civil case. 
Judge Nancy Edmunds scheduled a 
hearing for Jan. 29 on Mr. Cacheris ’s 
motion to stay the proceedings for his 
clients. 

If Ms. Edmunds grants the motion, 
proceedings against VW, its U.S. sub- 
sidiary and other company executives 
would continue. 

But analysts said dun because of the 
complexity of the case, it probably 
would not come to trial until 1998. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters. AFP. AP) 
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RlO’S ROMANTIC AURA 

comes from long-cherished 
images of gyrating Camaval 
dancers, golden beaches and 
static mountains towering 
over Atlantic bays and la- 
goons. 

Yet in recent years, this 
metropolis of 6 million in- 
habitants has sadly become 
better known for its squalid 
poverty, firefights, mug- 
gings and kidnappings, scar- 
ing off foreign tourists in 
dim es. Until the mid- 1930s, 
some 180,000 Americans 
visited Rio annually. Last 
year, only 60,000 Ameri- 
cans came. 

While the poverty can be 
depressing, most violence 
occurs off the tourist trail, 
and City Hall has beefed up 
a special police unit around 
the hotel zone, which has 
helped cut down on tourist 
assaults. 

As a result, the marvelous 
city - as residents call it - 
continues to be just that. 
Visitors can bosk on 20 
miles of coastline, from the 
crowded beaches of Co- 
pacabana and Ipanema to 
the more remote ones at 
Recreio dos Bandeirantes 
and Grumari. 

Even during the winter 
months (June-September), 
Can ocas, as Rio residents 
are known, work on their 
tans in skimpy suits called 
fio dental (dental floss) and 
sungas {for men). 

Look for signs that indi- 
cate whether the beach you 
have selected is suitable for 
swimming. Propria means 
pollution is low, while im- 
propria means you should 
stay out of the water be- 
cause the sewage system is 
having a bad day. 

After the beach, you can 
walk among verdant tropi- 
cal foliage in the 13 -square 
mile Tijuca Forest, the 
world’s largest urban forest, 
or the famous botanical gar- 
dens. with some 6,000 
species of plants. 

When the sun goes down, 
keep in mind dial Rio is the 
nation's music mecca. All 
the best Brazilian musicians 
play here, some for free on « 
stages set up on Copacabana | 
or Ipanema beaches. Watch tL 
for such superstars as Cae- 
tano Veioso, Gilberto Gil. 
Marisa Montes, Milton 
Nascimento, Maria Bertra- 
ms, P&ulinho da Viola and 
Chico Buanjue. 

You may, however, have 
to shell out to see them. The 
marvelous city no longer of- 
fers marvelous prices. Since 
the new currency called the 
real was introduced in 1994, 
prices for entertainment and 
restaurants have skyrock- 
eted. 

A ticket for third-rate 
seats can run at least $35 for 
the better acts. In general, 
Rio is more expensive than 
New York and London for 
dining and entertainment. 

Tips to avoid becoming a 
crime victim: Don’t attract 
attention by speaking Eng- 
lish loudly on public streets. 
Don’t keep your wallet in 
your back pocket 
Place your passport, trav- 
eler’s checks, jewelry and 
expensive cameras in a hotel 
safe; take the bare necessi- 
ties to the beach; and don’t 
walk in poorly lit areas at 
night 

C ^Ina Word 

Portuguese is the national 
language. English is not 
widely spoken outside the 
more expensive hotels and 
restaurants, which offer 
bilingual menus. 

Bring a phrase book. 
Even if you fracture the lan- 
guage, the attempt is appre- 
ciated. 


marks; the Christ the Re- 
deemer statue atop the 
2,329-foot Corcovado 
Mountain and the 1,300- 
foot Sugar Loaf Mountain. 

For walkers and joggers, 
there’s Avenida Atlantica, 
which runs along the ocean- 
front from Leme to Leblon. 
On Sundays, it’s blocked off 
to traffic. 

aQ Getting Around 

Taxis are readily available 
and still not too expensive. 
Don’t pay the amount on the 
meter. Instead, check that 
number with the table of 
corresponding prices, which 
by law must be posied on 
the back window. 

If you rent a car, there are 
several agencies on Avenida 
Princesa Isabela in Copaca- 
bana. Be careful: Many Car- 
ioca drivers seem to be 
training for the Indy 500. 

|| Wming& Dining 

Rio has many good 
restaurants if you stick to 
seafood, Italian, Portuguese, 
Japanese and Brazilian bar- 
becue. Stay away from such 
“exotic" foods as Mexican, 
Indian and Thai, which are 
pale imitations and outra- 
geously overpriced. 

Keep in mind that Cario- 




try Lamas, Rua Marques de 
Abrades IS, Flamengo, tel.: 
205-0799. 

Sin Mole. Rua Francisco 
Otaviano 50, Copacabana, 
tel.: 267-0894 or 267-6240. 
Serves Afro-Brazilian 
dishes from the northern 
state of Bahia, including siri 
mole (soft crab), muqueca, a 
seafood stew with palm oil 
and coconui milk, and 
acaruje, a spicy bean cake. 

Mil Frutas. Rua Jardim 
Botanico S85 Loja C, 
Jardim Botanico, tel.: 511- 
2550. Serves some of Rio’s 
best ice cream. Taste their 
exotic tropical fruit flavors 
or the combination cinna- 
mon fcanela) and ginger 
( gengibre). 

Good nightspots include: 

Garota de Ipanema, Vini- 
ctus de Moraes 49, Ipanema, 
tel:, 267-8787. This is where 
Antonio Carlos Jobim wrote 
“The Girl from Ipanema." A 
good place to watch the 
world go by. 

Academia de Cachaca, 
Rua Conde de Bernadette 
26 Ig.G, Leblon. lei.: 239- 
1542. Offers more than 100 
types of Cachaca. 

Sindicato de Chopp, 
Farme de Amoedo 85, 
Ipanema. tel:, 287-7745. 
This establishment serves a 
delicious Carioca specialty 
called caldo de feijao (bean 
soup), which comes with a 
shot of cachaca. 


<3> At a Glance 

Rio is divided by moun- 
tains into two distinct zones 
- the industrialized north 
and the upscale south, called 
the Zona Sul, which has the 
best beaches, hotels and 
restaurants 

If you get lost, use the 
city’s two symbols as J arni- 


cas eat late, starting at 9 
PM., and dress casually. 

Most restaurants serve ap- 
petizers {convert) that are 
optional - although your 
waiter may not mention it - 
and include the waiter’s 10 
percent lip. Many won’t ac- 
cept credit cards, but when 
they do. Diner’s Club is the 
most widely accepted. 

Italian: Da Brambini, 
Avenida Atlantica 514, 
Leme, tel.: 275-4346 or 
542-8357. A small neigh- 
borhood restaurant with 
great convert and pasta, es- 
pecially the torteUini with 
fresh mushrooms and ravi- 
oli stuffed with shrimp. 
Reservation recommended. 

Quadrifoglio Cafe, Rua 
JJf. Sea bra 19, Jardim 
Botanico, tel.: 294-1433. 
The pear and apple ravioli 
dishes with gorgonzola 
sauce are delicious. Reser- 
vation recommended. 

Seafood: Satyricon, Rua 
Barao da Torre 192, 
Ipanema, tel.: 521-0627. 
Madonna and the Rolling 
Stones dined here after their 
recent concerts. Try the salt- 
baked fish. 

Shirley, Rua Gustavo 
Sampaio 610, Leme, tel.: 
275-1398. A small, reason- 
ably priced, very popular 
restaurant known for excel- 
lent seafood and Spanish 
dishes. 

Churrascarias (Brazilian 
barbecue): There are two 
types: the (J.S.-style steak 
house and the ail-you-can- 
eat rodizio . which serves 
different types of meat for a 
fixed price. A good steak 
house is the traditional, fam- 
ily-oriented Majorica. Rua 
Senador Vergueiro 11, Fla- 
mengo, tel.: 205-6820. The 
T-bone steak would satisfy a 
Texan. The best rodizaos are 
Marius, Avenida Atlantica 
290. Leme, tel.: 542-2393; 
and Porcao, Rua Barao da 
Torre 218 Ipanema. tel.: 
521-0999. 

For simple Brazilian food. 


“Business Travel with ITT Sheraton” 
was produced in Us entirety by the Advertising Department 
of the International Herald Tribune. 

Writer: Jack Epstein, based in Rio de Janeiro. 
Program Director: Bill Mahder . 


Entertainment: If you 
can’t make it in February to 
see Camaval, the world’s 
biggest party, check the 
newspapers to see if one of 
the traditional samba 
schools is rehearsing. 

Or call them: Mocidade 
lndependente De Padre 
Miguel. Rua Coronel 
Taraarindo 38, Padre 
Miguel, tel.: 332-5823; or 
Beija Flor, Rua Pracinha 
Wallace Paz, Leme 1025, 
Nilopolis (near Novo 
Jguacu). tel.: 791-2866/332- 
5823/691-1571. 

Rio has many small clubs 
that offer music for every 
taste. On most nights, you 
can listen to Musica Popular 
Brasileira (MPB). bossa 
nova, samba, jazz, blues, 
classical or rock. 

The best clubs include: 
Mistura Fina. Avendia 
Borges de Medeiros 3207, 
Lagoa, tel.: 537-284. Rio 
Jazz Club, Avenida At- 
lantica 1020, Subsolo, 
Leme, tel.: 541-9046. 
Canecao, Avenida Vences- 
lau Bras 215, Botafogo, tel.: 
295-3044. Teatro Rival. Rua 
Alvaro A] vim 33. 
Cinelandia. Centro, tel.: 
240-4469. Vinicius Piano 
Bar, Rua Vinicius de 
Moraes 39. Ipanema. te!.: 
267-5757. 


Calling Around 


• Country code: 55. City 
code: 21. 

- Operator assistance: 
102 . 

• Emergency: 193 (fire- 
men). 

•Police: 190. 

• Rio Tourist Police: 
(DEAF) 511-5112. 

• International Airport: 

398-6060. 

• Tborist information: 

542-8080. 

• U5. Consulate: 292- 
7117. 

Jade Epstein 
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Sun, Sand and Spice 
With ITT S her Aon 




When you go to Brazil, 
you expect beautiful 
beaches, warm sun. spicy 
food and robust rhythms. 
ITT Sheraton’s hotels in 
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo 
and Recife provide all that, 
plus the comforts of a 
deluxe international hotel. 

The Sheraton Rio Hotel 
& Towers is the only hotel 
in the city that is located 
right on the beach, afford- 
ing it spectacular views of 
the sea and the nearby 
mountains. Guests can 
also profit from the hotel's 
complimentary shuttle ser- 
vice to visit Ipanema and 
Copacabana Beaches. 
Sugar Loaf Mountain and 
Tijuca Forest are also 
nearby. 

Taking full advantage of 
Rio’s wonderful climate, 
the hotel has no less than 
three swimming pools, as 
well as three lighted tennis 
courts. A newly renovated 
health club with gym, 
sauna and massage is 
available to guests, and 
even the children have not 
been forgotten — they have 
their own playground. 


The hotel has 561 
rooms, including 61 suites, 
all of which have bal- 
conies. The exclusive 
Towers floor, renovated 
this year, offers private 
registration and a lounge 
for breakfast and after- 
noon tea. 

The Sheraton Rio has 
three restaurants offering 
a variety of cuisines, and 
room service is available 
24 hours a day. Live music 
and cocktails can be en- 
joyed in the bars and 
lounges. 

The Business Center, 12 
meeting rooms and an 
amphitheater with a ca- 
pacity of 600 help guests 
take care of business. 
Specialty shops, a beauty 
salon, barber shop, travel 
agency and car rental 
agency round out the wide 
range of services offered 
by the hotel. 

The Sheraton Mofarrej, 
a member of The Luxury 
Collection of ITT Sheraton, 
is located Sao Paulo. 
While it isn't on the beach, 
it makes up for it with in- 
door and outdoor swim- 


ming pools, a health dub, 
sauna and steam bath. Lo- 
cated near the financial 
center of the city, it never- 
theless is surrounded by 
greenery as it faces on the 
Trianon Park. 

Its 244 rooms include 35 
suites, and it has both an 
elegant rooftop restaurant 
with panoramic views and 
an all-day restaurant Ex- 
ecutive floor guests are 
pampered with butler ser- 
vice, and when they need 
to do business, the hotel's 
eight meeting rooms, with 
a capacity of up to 550, 
and fully equipped Busi- 
ness Center provide top 
facilities , 

Total escape from the 
cares of everyday life is 
possible at the Sheraton 
Recife Hotel on the Boa 
Viagem Beach 'm Recife. 
Guests don’t even have to 
leave the pool to have a 
drink - they can just pad- 
dle up to the swim-up bar. 
For further relaxation, 
there are lighted tennis 
courts and sauna. Golf 
and fishing are available 
nearby. 


IT boeraton Hotels are prood to offer SOCKS IO 
AT for reliable services ar compeutive paces. With 
AT you can call back to foe United States and over 
21 (her countries quickly and easily. Just dial the 
AT Access Number for foe country you are calling 
fro md you will be connected to an Enghs h -spea k- 
ing &T Operator or voice prompt witon seconds. 
Yoi n find a list of AT&T Access Numbers daily on 
foe k page of foe International Herald Tribune. 

V *s more, you’ll have access to a variety of ser- 
vice ke voice messaging, teleconferencing and on- 
line guage interpreters. For ease and convenience, 
you i have your Mils billed to any AT&T Card or to 
mosLS. local telephone cards, or you can call col- 
lect, kl easy calling worldwide. Thais Your True 
Cho¥f AT&T. 


AT&T 


Busin , travelers have 
not bee egtected, how- 
ever th< 3te( has a Busi- 
ness Ce r and six meet- 
ing roorrtiatcan accom- 
modate: to 300. Two 
restaurat and two 
lounges ensure that 
guests Ve everything 
they neet 


Sheraton Rio Hotel & 
Towers: TeL: (55-21) 274 
1122. Fax: (55-21) 239 
5643. Sheraton Mofarrej 
Hotel: Tel.: (55-11) 253- 
5544. Fax: (55-11) 289- 
8670. Sheraton Recife 
Hotel: TeL: (55-81) 468- 
1288. Fax: (55-81) 468- 
1118.. 
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Fed Finds Economy Satisfactory 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. eco norms growing 
moderately with hole sign of rising prices, andptaflers are 
optimistic about the Christmas shopping sea st a Federal 
Reserve Board survey showed Wednesday. 

“Moderate economic growth continues to b e ported in 
nearly all Federal Reserve districts,” the Fed id “Retail 
prices are stable in most districts.” 

Analysts generally expect the US. central pk to keep 
interea rates u n chan g ed when its Federal Open larket Com- 
mittee meets Dec. 17. 


TCI Studies Spinning Off 2 nits 

ENGLEWOOD, Colorado (AP) — Tele-Co n uni cations 
Inc., America’s largest cable company, is coi iering spin- 
ning off its Liberty Media programming ai and its in- 
ternational business unit. 

Tele-Communications International Inc., wl b comprises 
the company’s international programming anpable assets, 
would be spun off to shareholders of TCI Grip's common 
stock. Liberty Media Corp. would be spun 010 holders of 
^ Liberty Media Group common. 

1 r • AT &T Corp. filed with California regu jts to begin 
offering local pbooq service across the stall beginning as 
soon as next week in; the Sacramento area. 

• Microsoft Corp. said its new Windows 0 software for 
hand-held computer} would operate on Iptorola Inc.’s 

re manufac- 


PowerPC processorej opening the way for 
turers to use the Microsoft system. 

• China ordered 20 jMD-90 passenger pi 
Donnell Douglas Coro, for SI billion, thai 
news agency reported! 

•Baxter International Inc. agreed to air 
Medical Inc. in a tax-nee stock swap valii i 
million, or $23-50 a Research share. Bidbt 


|fes from Mc- 
nhnal Xinhua 

tire Research 
at about $236 

•erg, AFX, Reuters 


Credit-Union Rules Quashed 


C<*q>MlvOw-Sut[FnmDtipati&a 

WASHINGTON — A federal judge struck down 
new federal rules Wednesday that had been designed 
to make it easier for credit unions to expand their 
memberships. 

The ruling dashed credit unions’ hopes that the 
rules would lessen the impact of a previous court 
order t hat all members of a credit union must share a 
common bond, such as being employed by the same 
company. 

Judge Thomas Jackson said the National Credit 
Union Administration had violated his order when it 
said in November that credit unions could accept 
members who shared an occupation or trade even if 
they did not all work for the same company. 

The judge also denied a request by the federal 
agency to delay the effective date of the earlier order, 
which he issued in October. 

The rulings were the latest in a series of legal 
victories for banks in theft battle to limit the ex- 
pansion of credit unions. 

Federal law requires that members of a credit union 
have a common bond, such as employment with the 
same company or membership in a community or- 
ganization such as a church. 

In 1982, the Credit Union Administration for the 
first time said it would allow employees from small 
companies to join an existing credit union even if the 


new group did not have such a common bond with 
existing members. 

That decision touched off a series of court battles 
that culminated in the ruling in October by Judge 
Jackson preventing the agency from permitting com- 
pany-based credit unions to accept members who did 
not work for the same employer. 

Credit unions are seeking to attract more bor- 
rowers, a move that could take customers away from 
banks. Banks say an unchecked expansion would 
give credit unions legal advantages without requiring 
them to give up such advantages as their tax-exempt 
status and theft exemption from federal communi tv- 
investment requirements. 

Judge Jackson has yet to rule on whether to revoke 
existing credit-union memberships. The credit-union 
group has estimated that retroactive application of the 
rule could cut off access by credit unions to 20 million 
potential customers. 

The judge refused to consider a request by the 
American Bankers Association that could have re- 
quired about 10.5 million people who had joined 
credit unions under expanded-membership rules to 
leave theft credit unions and seek banking services 
elsewhere .U.S. credit unions have 70.2 million mem- 
bers and hold S330.8 billion in assets, or 2 percent of 
the assets of all financial institutions. Commercial 
banks have a 27 percent share. (Bloomberg, API 


Oil Firms Plan Venezuela Venture 


Bloomberg Business News 

CARACAS — Phillips Petro- 
leum Co. and Texaco Inc. plan to 
form a joint venture with Corpoven 
SA and Atlantic Richfield Corp. to 
produce and upgrade so-called 
heavy ofl in Venezuela, Peter Bijur, 
chief executive officer of Texaco, 
said Wednesday. 

Investment in the project could 
top $3.5 billion, officials said. 

“Today we will announce our 20 
percent interest in the Hamaca pro- 


ject in Venezuela,” Mr. Bijur said. 
“This upgrading project in 
Venezuela's Orinoco Belt could be- 
gin production in 1999 and could be 
producing 200,000 barrels a day by 
2006. This is a particularly good 
opportunity and fit for Texaco." 

Phillips and Texaco were formal- 
ly invited to join the project last 
month. 

The joint venture, in which both 
Arco and Corpoven, a unit of the 
state oil company Petroleos de 


Stocks Trim Big Loss 
But Still Finish Lower 


Venezuela SA. will each hold 30 
percent, will span 35 years and is 
expected to generate revenue of 
more than $33 billion. 

Mr. Bijur also said Texaco 
planned to buy oil that Iraq would 
export under a UN plan aimed at 
helping the country raise money for 
humanitarian aid. 

“If the UN resolution goes into 
effect and the deal is made, we’re 
going to lift some oil from Iraq,” he 
said. 


Vy Our Fm m [hj/hp* hn 

NEW YORK — U.S. Mocks slid 
for a second day Wednesday, hun 
by rising Treasury bond yields that 
drove down financial issues and 
drug-company stocks. 

At one point in the session, the 
Dow Jones industrial average was 
down 74.91 points, but the 30-stock 
benchmark index rebounded late in 
the day to close down 19.75 at 
6422.94. Coming after a fall of 
79.01 points Tuesday, the drop 
made for the market's worst two- 
day stretch since late August. 

“The stock market has run up 
without a good correction since July, 
and based on yesterday and today, 
this thing certainty has the earmarks 
of a decent correction," said Joseph 
DeMarco, head equity trader at HS- 
BC Asset Management, a unit of 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank. 

About seven slocks fell for eveiy 
five that rose on the New York Stock 
Exchange. Volume totaled 494 mil- 
lion shares, above the three -month 
daily average of 426 million. 

Tire dollar's recent strength 
against the Deutsche mark pun- 
ished multinational companies that 
earned much of their profit outside 
the United States, such as Pfizer, 
down l-M to 83%. and Gillette, 
which dropped 2 to close at 703%. 

“Slocks with a global franchise 
suffer earnings- wise" when the dol- 
lar rises, said Stephen Shobin. a mar- 
ket analyst at Lehman Brothers. 

After November, when the Dow 
average and the Standard & Poor's 
500-stock index logged their 
biggest monthly advances since 
December 1 99 1 'the point of least 
resistance is down." said Kenneth 
Ducey, director of trading at 
Bankers Trust New York Corp. 


The Nasdaq Composite Index fell 
3 J5 to 1 .297.02, ending a streak of 
seven consecutive closing records. 

“There’s an excuse for it,” said 
Charles Pradilla. equity strategist at 
Cowen & Co., referring to the past 
two days’ decline. “The bonds are 
off. This is the first correction in a 
while, and it probably has some 
more to run. but I wouldn’t worry 
about iL" 

Rising yields on Treasury bonds 
hindered stocks, especially finan- 

U.S STOCKS 

cial issues, which are usually most 
sensitive to moves in interest rates. 

The yield on the benchmark 30- 
year Treasury bond rose to 639 
percent from 636 percent Tuesday. 

On Nasdaq, U.S. Robotics surged 
2 to 7546. Hitachi plans to make its 
notebook computers with U.S. Ro- 
botics' new high-speed modem 
technology. Microsoft fell 2>h to 159 
9/1 6, while Oracle fell 244 to 47. 

Among financial issues, Norwest 
dropped 1 ‘A to 44 14, First Union fell 
144 to 7314, and Comerica declined 
% to 56. 

Drug companies, among this 
year’s largest gainers, were among 
the day’s biggest losers. Following 
Pfizer’s lead, Bristol-Myers Squibb 
fell 1 Vs to 113%, trimming its gain 
for the year to 32 percent, and Eli 
Lilly dropped 1% to 74!A paring its 
year-to-date advance to 32 percent. 

On the American Stock Ex- 
change, Forest Laboratories dropped 
9‘A to 29!£ after the maker of generic 
and branded drugs said it expected 
lasses on operations in the nexi two 
quarters because it had eliminated 
buyer-incentive programs. 

\ Bloomberg. AP) 


European Calls for Strong Dollar Keep U.S. Currency Firm 


Courted by Oar Staff Frm Dapmie* 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
Wednesday against the Deutsche 
mark for a fourth consecutive ses- 
sion, day, bolstered by the percep- 
tion that European officials want a 
stronger dollar to foster economic 
growth. 

German and Bench central 
bankers have called for the dollar to 
strengthen in recent days, helping 
lift it almost to a two-year high 
against the mark Tuesday. 

The dollar dosed at 13645 
Deutsche marks, up from a close of 
13565 DM on Tuesday. European 


central bankets “are talking up the 
dollar, trying to jump-start their econ- 
omies by finning up exports," said 
Don Quattrucci. a currency trader for 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

Boston Co., a money-management 
firm. 

But the dollar's gains against the 
mark were pared in late New York 
trading as U.S. stocks and bonds 
stumbled, raising concern that in- 
ternational investors would sell U.S. 
securities and convert the dollar pro- 
ceeds into other currencies. 


The dollar slipped against the yen 
after a former official of Japan's Fi- 
nance Ministry said a rise by the 
dollar above 1 15 yen would be ex- 
cessive. Makoto Utsumi, a former 
deputy finance minister for interna- 
tional affairs, suggested a range of 
105 yen to 115 yen would be ap- 
propriate. 

The dollar closed at 1 1 3. 150 yen, 
down from 1 13375 yen Tuesday. 

Although Mr. Utsumi no longer 
speaks for the government, "there 
seems to be a consensus in Japan 
that they don’t want the yen to weak- 
en much more." said Chris Iggo. a 


currency strategist at Barclays 
Bank. A strong yen hurts Japanese 
importers by making goods priced 
in dollars, such as oil, more ex- 
pensive for them. 

The U.S. stock and bond declines 
exacerbated the dollar’s loss against 
the yen. 

While Germany reported that its 
economy had grown for a second 
consecutive quarter, traders said 
they did not expect German interest 
rates would be raised soon. 

That suggests that U.S. deposits 
will remain relatively attractive in 
the near future. 


“Economic fundamentals are 
constructive for the dollar,” said 
Marc Chandler, a trader at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. “The U.S. econ- 
omy remains robust-" 

Sterling rebounded against the 
dollar a day after its biggest drop in 
more than four years. The pound 
closed at $1.6433. up from 
$1.6425. 

Against other currencies, the dol- 
lar was quoted at 1.3210 Swiss 
francs, tittle changed from 13207 
francs, and at 5.2670 French francs, 
up from 5.2545 francs. 

(Bloomberg. Reuters) 
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«* 49fa 
54* 56* 

2S 21* 

82* am 

37* 389. 

102* 105* 
79* 80* 

75* 25* 


Low Lost 
175* 129V. 
S3 SP/. 
4»fa 46* 
Tfa 7* 
73* 24* 

I52H 153* 
74 76* 

105* 100 
20* 31* 
74* 76* 

33* 35* 

84* BWVu 


Low LOW 
28* 29* 

74*. 74W* 
SVi. G * u 
Ifa Wu 
25* 26* 

9* ID* 
14* 14* 

SV H 5* 
10* 10* 
30fa 32* 


1*42 2239 
2139 1(25 
1751 1485 
5757 57 49 ■ 
13( 225 
lU 115 


Dec. 4, 1996 

High Low Close Ow Opbn 


CORN (CUT) 

MOO BumWmim- doHon par tnaM 
Dec9t 2X7 145 166 -.WW 2MB5 

Mar 97 164* 2.62* Z63L, .000‘A 141.103 

Mov 97 2M US* U6* 50^92 

JUI97 7-70* US* U9fa 46,905 

Sep 97 2*6 U4 U4* -0.01 fa 5JBS 

Ext. sales 9LA. Tue’s-sdes BUSS 
Toe's open Ini 310.155 up 4771 

50YBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 
in tans- itotan cor wn 

Dec 96 237J0 23100 235.10 -1J0 12^23 

Jan 97 221« 22150 22180 — 2J0 25.925 

Mar 97 21900 717J0 217.10 -1J0 2U51 

MOV 77 21*80 217.50 21U0 — 1J0 11.907 

JU197 21170 211-30 211 JO -7M 1826 

Aug 97 21240 71100 71008 -200 1145 

EsLsdes RA. Tue-s. sate 22499 
Tub's aoen int 87J20 on 2306 

SOYBEAN Ott. (CBOT) 

suns aas- donors oerian ms. 

Dec 96 2U2 22.57 2763 *007 1368 

Jan 97 2112 2281 2291 ~0J6 31113 

Mcr97 23L50 2116 2123 *0413 26240 

MOV 97 2175 2345 2150 *0-01 12,94 

MV 2600 2323 2177 *Wf 8JK8 

AU097 2400 2180 2380 *085 1800 

Ed. sain HA. Tub’s, sales, 29455 
rue's openint 90,138 up 505 

SOYBEANS KS0T1 

UKO bu mMmun- daDcri per busnal 

Jan 97 787 L« 497 —007 63.795 

Mar 97 SJSfa 690fa 681* - 381*37^53 

Mov 97 6.93 S 88 688* *080*22011 

JU97 693 688 &B8* 20,176 

Aug 97 690 685 686 -601 2683 

Esl safes NX Tue'^sales 56475 

Toe's open W 156 839 uo 679 

WHEAT (CBOT) 

SjBOO bu >nMtTium- aaaan par buemi 
Dec 96 iKTfa 177 17S* -406* 2423 

Mar 97 3L77fa IM 170* -001* 33429 

Mav97 156 Vr 151 151* -OOflfa 4,977 

Jl497 US 131 131* —002* 15,584 

Ed. sales MA. Tup's, sales 16091 
Tue’sapenM 57809 up 204 


Market Sales 


CATTLE (CMBt) 
40000 tab.- cants nr ta. 



Today 


Dec 96 

06.92 

6507 

65.90 

-102 

18.990 


Pie*. 

Fed 97 

6102 

MM 

6200 

-0.97 

3JS1 


due 

cons. 

Aar 97 

4SJJ7 

usa 

6457 

■ — 0J8 

19.524 

NYSE 

49X70 

62669 

Jun 97 

6235 

62J7 

6290 

-047 

7.969 

Ante* 

2503 

3103 

Aijd97 

CLfi5 

6245 

MW 

-038 

7J» 

Nasdaq 

58909 

681.12 

OC197 

4150 

65.15 

65.15 

-040 

5486 


Dividends 

Compawy 


Per Abi> Rec Pay COtapany 


Per Ant Rec Pay 


St£SB£E“ 


Ttirina 

TfaOrfc n. 

TlWTOKB 

IMSentn 

ThrVoet 

Tlwriiolse 


W 35* 
2 » 12 
171 TO* 
134 T2% 
ITS Ufa 
281 Ufa 


■frmatfn ^ 

Tnrmatx 


TWav W 

TaWK {“ 3* 

Tans’ c* 

Torn! 

TpOM » ’’ft 
TowiOv ** —ft 
TWA *4 

TWA 17W1 Wm 

ntotoin in Ufa 

SSSr 8 ’ ud l* 

TWsM« jfij 

LWW3 « * 

SB& M « 

w I* 

w«a “5 
vjoc«H >S J* 

VkaemriB TW •yi 

“ I* 

writ 30 Vt? 

sSiLm, 329 Ifa* 

VKnra -7] tj 

s, s «* 

a I * 
HI 5 £ ^ 


fa 1 -J* 
4 L —ft* 
Itj b — 
15* 6 ,r 

•’5 

ss -5 

St S -S 
A 


unto 

unsix 

un»s 

LMto 
Unljw 
us Btowi 
USSWOS 
US CM 

vunm 

Macs 

VWcvrtC 
Vise ME 

VasaSg 


vwrr_ 

wwgw 

WTRET 

«hw»e* 


IM 1»* —fa* 

Ifa ifts - 

& Tb - 

ft Bfa -* 

TSV. 13V] — M 
37* 37}“ - 

3fa» 3fa +fa* 
M. ifa* _ 
IM I6M - 
M* 20M — * 
32* 37* —I 

12* ISM ** 
m 9fa -ft 
B 35* +fa 
1146 'll* — * 
9* 10 -* 

11* 11* — * 
1(3% IBM -* 
Ufa IS* -ft 
Ufa Ufa *fa 
STM 32ft - 
4M 4fa 
fa fa -fa* 
3«u 3M. —fa 

1 1 

Ufa 11* +* 
fa. fa - 
5* Sfa tft 
(fa mi *nft* 

in i6 — * 

3fa *_ 
ift Mfa tfa 

I Tfa T7fa +fa 
38* 30* 

9 Wl ftk -fai 

ft 

O U Wn — *4 
12* 13 i* 
2*M 38* *M 
ash 3t* —fa 
30% 371% —fa 

ft hj5 

1* Ifa tVM 
lfat Ifa *fat 
WM UM — fa 
Ifa Ifa —fa. 

ft ft 
r i ft 

12Vu Ufa —fa 

Wfa *fa. 

Ufa MM — M* 
fa* fa - 
u*u l* tfa 


IRREGULAR 

Anglo Am OorpSA b .336 12-13 1-28 
Oife mefese b JTJ3S 13-10 3-14 

Income OppRfly _ .10 12-13 17-31 

STOCK SPLIT 
Aittop Devices 4 fort spa. 

Decor Group 3 for Isptt. 


AmesffctApfliw 
AmerPs! Portpf 
Am Realty Tr 
Aspen fineshrs 




EnexRfBouices 

Fst tnchiflital 


Haywood Bixstvs 
HBnob Central 
Omega Find 
PrawSenCoip 
Royal BkCda 
Scuhdde Bncstus 


S .15 13-13 
Q JOS 12-31 
O .1012-16 
O .14 12-16 
O .1412*16 
Q J3 12-20 
Q 12-17 
O SOS 3-1 

« J7 V-27 

.15 12-0 


SPECIAL 

Greff Bros A _ .1412-16 13-23 

GllSflros B _ AT 12-16 13-23 

Hancock Pat Dv II .16 1M2 12-27 


Berry PtfcolA, 
Bam AmerA. 
Brush WeOman 
CameoaCarp 
Cardinal Bncetn 
FFBS Bancorp 

Fanner Bros 
interstate Bakei 
Joaddai Baneoip 
KraamRIty 
MetdorlnaomeFd 
NYTOKExbKome 
Plenum Pubfeh 
" iwbaatlnc 
ahaav (nc 
. raraamtl 
Tyson Foods i 
WcrtWM-Jctw 


REGULAR 

M JM2S 
M .0883 
O .10 

0 sm 
q .10 

Q .095 

Q .11 

a .12S 

a JO 
5 25 
a .60 
Q .135 
0 Q .125 

Q M 
=d M J7 

« M .853 

0 JO 
O -025 
0 M 
Q J37 
Q .03 
_ .12 


12-31 1-27 
12-31 1-31 
12-13 12-31 
12-19 1-6 

12- 13 12-27 
1-10 2-12 

13- 20 1-2 
12-31 1-15 
12-15 1-15 
12-16 1-2 


12-13 12-31 
12-24 1-20 
12-16 12-31 
12-16 12-31 
12-20 1-7 

12-13 1-10 
12-16 1-1 

12- 13 12-31 
3-1 3-15 

13- 0 1-2 


EsL sales 20.147 Tub's, sales 22.171 
Tue’5 ocen im 89,497 Mi 1046 

FEEDER CATTUE (CMERJ 
504m ftn,- cents per ta. 

Jon 97 S7.Q5 6632 6647 -068 1W 

Mar 97 6650 6575 6597 -060 3.799 

Apr 97 4685 6630 6640 -060 1,715 

Mov 97 £7.15 6685 4S83 -045 2^86 

Aufl 97 6L55 6620 6642 —031 U51 

Sap 97 6045 68.10 6632 -038 306 

ea. sales WIT Tub's, sales 2.67? 

Tue’5 ooen mt 11597 w> 2 n 

HOGS-U*et2/97 Lean) (CMSU 


Ante) Really 


INITIAL 

. Jo 12*31 1-15 


o-aowtob-appratoeteonoaetpor 
stenMOR; g-payaMe li Caaodan taad); 
Dt-noetfeta q-quonertK s-semHmtoai 


Z Stock ToMesExphtined 


Dec 96 5987 5075 5888 -440 9r414 

Feb97 7020 7670 7687 -090 14.285 

Apr 97 7130 71 JO 71 J5 -0.97 4J19 

Jur 97 7580 7660 766! -093 A54J 

Jut 97 7170 71.75 754B -050 1419 

AUB97 6840 67 JO 660D -045 TO 

Est soes 11.562 Tue’s. sales 8440 
Toe’s openint 36097 Off 616 

PORK BOUJE5 (CMHl) 

40J00 tat- cares ear lb. 

Rib 97 8000 77.65 77J5 — 2.12 4487 

Mtr97 7940 77J5 7747 —1.95 B65 

May 97 79J» 77J0 77jifl -200 506 

JUI97 TOSS 77 JS 77J0 —1.47 412 

Aug 97 75.90 7610 7612 -1J0 69 

EsJ. sales 3407 Toe's sales 1.995 
Tue’sooenM 6520 up 133 


COCOA ewsej 
URWHietant- iwu 


week, bill no t to Masl iiutfl nfl Joy. whereo spBa-gtodttlMclenri nmounBngloJS peKentormoro 
has Been poll toyeaBWpWaw range rad dMdend or shown tor to new stocks only. Unless 
m iMto cM i uftftiiAw MaMijeitotoantiiKfl a sMiisen^ bosed entokMBmectaroaon, 
b - dividend also egdra rj. t> - onmrol rote or afthdend plus stock dMdend e - BquWcrtffg 

dMden<L cc • PE exceeds 99Ldd-oiiied.d-i»wytorty low. dd- las in to ioh 12 months. 

t - fflvWena ttedarea or paid In precafina 12 morihs. I - amrual rote, Increased on lost 
dedorolton-g -dMdend i« Canadan (undo subied to 15% non- residence fax. I- divideml 
dedored aflerapfit-up orohek dMdend. 1^ - dividend paid ihb year, omitted, deferred or no 
adton taken at latest dividend meeting, k - dMdend declared or paid this year, an 
c tau ni mfc dlvetoMewHhdMdanifa In aneara.M-anntiatialE, reduced on KBidedanrtbn. 
■ - now Issue In the pad 52 weeks. The High-low innae begins wRti Ifte start of trading. 
«f - nert day doCwry. p - Initial dividend, annud rote unknown. P/E - price-eorolnos ralla 
q-dosed«)d mtrfudfund. r -dMdend declared or paid In pmcadlno 12 months pferestodk 
dMdewLs - dock spat DMdend teQta wflh dote afspIB. ds- sales, t- dMdend paid In 
jtodclnprocKfingl2mmJttT6erit»TW1edcaslTvnlueonciwlMden(lorei«flslTil>utondata 
B-KwyeariyM^y>tmdinghalM.vl«rn bankruptar or iccMvaiHpar being reorganized 
mtdmiWiBonfc ni ptc y Actorsecnrtt fcsu&su uial by such companies, wd- when MsMbatsd 
M - when IssoedT ww - wtm wamm£L * • et-dMdend or (s-rigMs. nls - n-dlstAufloA. 
xw - wftnauf wanants. y- ex-dtvWenO and sales m fulL yid - yield l - sotoe In ftilL 


Dec fa 

1350 

1330 

1331 

-11 

118 

Ma-97 

1398 

1377 

1388 

-25 


Mov 97 

1418 

1400 

MI 


10618 

Jill 97 

1437 

1421 

1421 

-23 

7J» 

Sep 97 

1455 

1440 

1641 

—19 

6645 


Est. soles 6559 Tuff’s, sales 8.129 
Tue'soeenint 71237 up 70S 

COfFECC (I4CSE) 

774M M-tenh per ta. 

Dec 94 11183 112.10 11180 —I JO 1JM 

MQT97 10580 UQJ0 10620 -090 16J12 

May 97 10150 10190 -1J» &4M 

Jut 97 IKL40 101 JO NI.M -OJO 1J08 

EX sales 8J11 Tub’s sales 6877 
Tuff’s OPSlM 25J47 Off 47S 

SUGAR-WORLD 11 (HCSE) 
llUBObs- carts porta. 

Mar 97 1135 W2* KUO +0 j03 0474 

Mov 97 1049 ML39 1642 30754 

Jul97 1145 1&36 1039 +081 35,925 

Od97 1149 1141 1143 -181 13.760 

Ed. sales 11974 TwIl. sofas 3MH 
Tufsamnu* 151,990 up 4074 


Hkjti Low Oase Oiqe Oplnl 


ORANGE JUICE (NCTH) 
16060 tas.- oartt oar ta. 


High Low Ctase Crtge Octal 

10; YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MATIF) 
FF500000 - pts oMOO pet 


Jm »7 9670 9605 9635 +0105 13,940 V, ~ 0J81S3J»1 

Mcr97 10030 99 JO 99.95 +045 8 MU 1S-22 ] S-59 IK’S B t 8B7 

May 97 10X20 102.80 102,90 +140 UffT Jun 97 128-70 12BJ0 12&42 — 028 7 M6 

Ail 97 10650 -040 647 Em. volume; 204.237 . Open InL; 245,774 ua 


ESL sales hLA. Tuff's, sdes 1426 
Tub’s open W 36305 up 256 


SOLD MCMX) 

100 Irvv QZ-- dollars acr lav at- 


Em. volume: 204,237 . Open InL: 245.774 up 

r#d2d% 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND [L1FFEJ 
iTL200iiiflnon-Dis<rt too pa 
p«96 17931 129 JB 129.12 -041 11*95 

MotJ7 12849 12819 12864 - 0J>7 86062 

Jun97 12615 13610 13637 — 039 a 


High LOW dose Chfle OpH 

Dec 77 7700 7150 7650 -(US 7301 

Est sows NA Tue*6 sales 61*9 
Tuff's ooenint 5X913 up 685 

HEATING OIL (NMER) 

mjtoa gat. cents Mr gal 


Decte inTBVJLUl TJDTtl .!2) S TIB Em. sofas: 59.916 Prw. sales: 1 13425 

Utt» 371 JO 2J10 Pw^gqeninj.- 96757 off 63(5 

FtbV 27150 37000 37230 -L10 97423 ‘P^ ?l 

Apr 97 37640 37230 37430 -110 36764 nL?2 K, ^S? , S?S 9.510 vniu. 

Jun 97 377.90 375.10 37660 *Z10 11989 S?97 gTscn afSS in 

Aug 77 37840 37640 37690 >110 5486 S.V, £52 JffS “K f'«* 

03 97 38140 38600 311 JO *110 1105 Jj® 

Dec 97 38400 38100 36140 ‘110 11193 **610 94^ -M ®.10J 

Put »dK MA Tm%*ta i/dra 51^39 »}*v *U20 M.4j0 — SJ 300,951 

wSSnlr 1BJ66 « 599 f t Sr ~ 93JM 91m njm l*- 3 * 0 

■ wsopenm ihlim oa >w JwiOO 93J00 91420 91430 -70 36493 

KQRADE COPPER (l«MX} 5*5® ^“0 9XS*0 -70 30443 

2S4oa tas.- c«*iis par b. Em.sdes MA. Tuff’s. sales 307497 


EsLmtaS MA Tim’s. trtK 51437 rr' l. JUU,»il 

TS’S^Sntal UUI « 599 *** ¥ nr “ 91670 91490 -*0 39^0 

■ wsopenm ib6im oa sw Jur 00 93J00 91620 91430 -70 36493 

MQRADE COPPER (IKMX} ^“O 91580 91590 -70 30443 

2&aoa «».- owns nor b. Em.sdes MA Tuff’s, sales 307497 

Dec 96 10660 lOIWi 105L35 +620 6533 Tue'sopenM 2J77.136 alt 1144 
JB197 10100 1 07 JO 10425 .000 6186 BRm5H POUND ICMER) 

Ft* 97 103.40 I0L90 1(0.95 +100 1082 6L S00 poutas. SPcr DOinct 

Me 97 vbjb mm nus +1.19 xm ewew usso 10140 uab 57,554 

Apr 97 188.38 10645 +106 698 Mar 97 10450 14306 14390 4JI6 

Mov 97 99 JO 9600 9705 +690 4,120 JU197 1AQ6 14250 14J3B 1,289 

Jun 97 9620 +685 726 5w97 14782 1017 

Jul 97 9700 9640 77J5 +000 3475 ES.srtes MA. Tubs. sales 50615 

Aug 97 9680 9680 9675 + 645 547 Tie's wen W 64.173 UP 1048 

Est.saes MA Tug’s- sales 9,730 CAMAOIAN DOLLAR (CMERJ 

Tue 5 aroint 60695 air at IQajWOda+ar-k. 1 boc dsn. JV 

SAVES mauun Dec fa .7419 7389 -7397 —70 46.W 

Mar 97 JAM J432 J437 -27 13029 

Dn?9A^ ^ ,17 \jtn A" 197 3 ™ jsn ,B0M 

toefa 4820 4740 OT4 + J 1477 ? ^ ^ 751 , 1257 

gy tij Est safes MA Tue’s. sales 22.1M 

Mar 97 4865 481 J 4362 +1J 56471 Tue ’s open ini 73.121 ofl (67 

May 97 492J 060 4RL5 +10 9078 GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

JW 97 4960 4900 4940 +10 7JV 1 24.000 rmms. S nermutl. 

Sep 97 4970 4960 499J +1.9 1137 Cec96 4437 4386 4414 -16 69076 

Dec 77 5060 5620 505.9 +10 *233 Mar 67 4474 4423 4A49 -16 14055 

EM. sales HA Tub's. sales 26231 JbllW AW 4465 4«6 -16 4064 

Tue’s ooen tat 86068 up W0 Sep 97 4527 4510 4523 —16 112 

„ . _ EM sales MA Toe’s, sales 51J23 

PLATINUM (N64BO Tuesooenini 06367 UP 1(02 


EsL soles MA Tup's, sales 2HJ31 
Toe’s oomtat 86361 up ioto 

PLATINUM (NMER) 

50 troy m.- OMIors ro truv w. 


stroyoz.- cisnon Ptf trov tn. JAPAMFV YPN frueff l 

Jon 97 37900 37660 378J0 +2J0 16067 TTSJSr 
Art 97 38200 38000 38046 +2.10 6474 v«n.»rol00«fl 


Jul 97 3B6SD 38300 38300 +2.10 1077 

^97 3(650 38600 »6tf +2.0 233 JS5S S -il ^ 


Jar 98 391.10 

Esl sales NA Tuff's, sdes 4J42 
Tub's open irt 26171 up 864 


Spat 1SW* 151 0M 149600 149700 
FariranJ 1537.00 153800 152400 152500 

fST °ZJ67JX '^^.00 23+000 234500 


"* „ SWtS FRANC (CMERJ 

Close Previous i»jM0ironcs.sperira>c 

LONDON METALS (LME1 Dec 96 .7605 .7536 JMO —2 50019 

DoOars per metric ton Mar 97 .7468 J598 J642 -3 9.758 

Atunlanfl (Htati Grade) Jim 97 jnp — j iam 

Spat 1SW* 151 0M 149600 149700 Est. sales M.A Tub’s, sales 40034 

Forward 153700 153800 102400 152500 Tuff-Saroiirt 61045 rtt 7*7 

?!P erQ !!5S?S t !^S U 2SLnn J-MOMTH EURO MARK flJFFE) 

Spot 236700 Z37Z00 23+000 234500 QM1 mman- BtsotlOOpd 
Forward 219700 219800 217500 217600 DkM faS 9678 fa.79 *.001 186785 

Lftta Mam 9681 WJO 96* ,631 

Seal 67500 67700 674H 676* Jun97 «602 76JB 9601 - 001 17626S 

Favmid 685.00 683.00 60500 5epW 968) «465 9648 U«tL 1X398 

E OffCP7 9600 9645 -001 116415 

SpM 684500 685500 6735.00 674000 ZoS 2^7 

gUm 693000 694000 682000 682500 £|gj ^ g-* %% gffl 

J® £t>*c m 9545 95 41 9644 -007 *6917 

SOO» 605000 606000 6035 -0D 60^.00 «19 95.15 9610 -0JO 3X163 

Fomara 608500 609500 606500 607000 JunW 9*.94 94.91 94» -003 17,939 

ZlffiC (Specbll HlabGna^e) 5ep99 9449 94.66 9167 -003 12766 

Spat 1042.00 104300 103500 103600 EW.srtes: 13^963 Prev.jflle* 232.727 

ftnranJ 106500 106600 105900 106000 prw. open uit.- LI 20048 up 9006 


„ J-MONTM 5TER1JMC RJFFC) 

Hipti low Close Ctipe Opim imooo ■ pn 41100 pa 
£2 «■£ -O0i mm 

ETInanrial Mo97 OJJD 9326 93JB — 007 108008 

Financial j^nv? 93.02 vzsw non —003 wjc 

UST. BILLS (CMER] 5277 W ’ 78 ~ Qjn WANT 

*1 mHUort-ohol1Mi*l. £« WW "“n?? S’lE 

tw o* oc dc 11 uii -nm 1.754 7^™ S-M 2-2 —0.11 30^0 

SS” M m wl -cm S —SI; 

Sip bS m tui -u in Sg %£%£%£ z£!2 

Sep97 94.93 9409 9409 -J0I s M«9? WLSB 92 44 92.41 - 0.12 aiM 

Es.stfes NA Tue'k totes 131 Jw» 92.46 92.40 9240 -009 4M6 

Tub's open W 7029 ofl 475 Sep« 9244 92J8 9237 -0.10 iw> 

.VB Esl.sotai; 510(6. Prv. sales. CA1«7 

SYR. TREASURY (CBOT) Pmv. open InL 512-427 up 4.535 

Il 00400 pn«- pH (.JMs 04 100 pa uiturrumanniuinn 

Dec fa i OB-12 108*035 108-065— 0M 78046 ^ONTHPIKW (MATIF) 

Mo-97 108-06 107-28 107-30 - 075 WJJ S?Sft'JPS 1 « l £ « nmwirrv 
JOT97 107-23 107-25 107-23 075 1,161 S£ S 

^?^«7Sf' s iSfV u " Sr” 5SS «JI SS-SSgffi 

rite’s open on 16/44B Ott J»4 Sep 97 9600 9655 963-003 21314 

19 YU TREASURY (CBOT) Dec 97 ftSS 9649 96-53-003 14,137 

Siaa066pr«-i>KA3aAdi6tlOfiprt ft® fa* WA2 fa-37 9609 — 003 11300 

Dec 96 111-15 111-00 111-03 - 1? 98009 Jun 96 fa-21 96.17 9600 - 007 11.104 

Mor 97 111.16 111-00 111+03 - 1? 210,795 SM « 95.96 9192 95.95 - 007 9014 

Jun 97 110-54 110-12 110-15 -12 MX Dk M 9508 KA4 9167-002 8.104 

Esl. soles 110000 T^s. sto iawoi !§£ ^37-00311,150 

Tue'sopenM 115.264 up 125S } m TL 9S - 13 95.10 — 0.03 46M 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) ESL volume* 61 J 54 . OOen 

rlBd-siDOJioo-o+ss. jjnflsor iDO wii * fQ<LAm *: *1-S5A Oyx-n lnt_230J07up 

Dec 96 11 6- 17 US-17 115-2 - 2 I613S9 ,a “ 1 ’ 

Mar 97 116-41 IIWH 115-11 - 71 *7.97? 3-660 NTH EIIROURA RjrFE) 

Jun97 115-16 114-73 114-77 - 71 U668 ITL I fliMfaa-ntoat 100pd 

Sec 97 114-13 114-09 114-12 - 71 5J» gKfa 93. fa P3.93 «.fa -dfll Aijoe 

Est. sales 375000 Tub's. sates HUB) M 

Tue-sawnirt 4»059 p« 9058 + UB 41223 

5«97 94.14 9*08 fti.14 * 007 jjjjw 

LONG SILT JUFFE) 2 M-ll » A !S * 003 U«47 

[50000 - pis rinosa} 100 DO Marfa 94.10 9407 94.12 * 003 1L545 

DffO* Tll-74 111-06 111-06 -S-jg.fafS!* iS: 5 * 3 - - f^W-SOfaS: 40619 

5S3? "Iff 'Vi. ^-^ ,37 ’ 1 “ 

tUgiE'Uttjar ^ tndustriate 

50000 ft*.- asmi rota. 

DccW 1u£s 1Q2J0 -UK KAS6 7435 7120 7X15 —105 497 

M*M I8US 101 Jff 101*47 -029182072 7575 74JB 747S -103 Z602J 
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-0J6 
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4156 

Jun 97 
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—0.16 
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5» J» 
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ESL sdes MA Tue’s. sates 3X49* 

Tuff’s oner mi 111,921 off Z5» 

LIGHT MET CRUDE (NMER) 

1.000 ML - MM per HR 
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Mn-97 2195 23_55 2157 -022 27,410 

Aar 97 23 J5 2L0& 2110 -016 19J2B 

Mov 97 2203 2X59 2161 —017 1500T 

Jun 97 2760 22.15 2115 -021 27,909 

Jul 97 2201 3105 2105 -015 14J64 

Aug 97 2160 21 JO 21 JD -016 12066 

Sep 97 21 J5 21.10 21 J5 -007 16.916 

Oct 97 21.00 2007 2007 -OIS 7,979 

MOV 97 2075 M 3065 -OU 0451 

Dec 97 3055 7015 7040 -OI7 24084 

Jwifa 2029 2020 2029 -004 0599 

Esl. sales NA Toe's, sates 90927 
Tuff’s epenn 375612 up 47B4 

NATURAL GAS IMMER) 

1D0BO mm Dfu'S, S par mm Dtu 
Jon 97 1570 3J35 1505 +141 4013 

Feb 97 1?W LOOi 1156 +139 70008 

Mar 97 1725 26® 7J0Q +56 14J60 
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Jul 97 1200 1165 1190 +6 5041 
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German GDP Rose 

0*8% in 3d Quarter 
On a Jump in Exports 


EUROPE 






C '•^P^bfOrwSkffFrmD^mta 
:^? ESB ADEN, Germany - 

'‘tSZSf- e 3 U x>1 ^ filled economic 
growth in the third quarter, die gov- 
J^^We^esday/and ?£. 

^Js^forecast that Gennany, 

■ ““DP® s largest economy, would 
expand at a modest pace into 1997. 

‘ d ? nestic Produa rose O.S 

111 *h® quarter, and its annual 
Operant, Federal Stat- 
r^cs Office and Bundesbank data 

■ showed. The figures were in line with 
.expectations. 

Economists said a separate repost 

snowmg a rebound in factory orders 
. suggested that German industry 
would stay on track in 1997 without a 
ne8t * for the Bundesbank to cut in- 
terest rates, which already are at a 
record low. Manufacturing orders 

Saudi Prince 
Scoops Up 
The George V 

CimpM by Q» Stiff FnmDapmchu 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates — Prince Waleed ibn 
Talal. the Saudi businessman, 
said Wednesday he would buy 
the Hotel George V in Paris 
from Granada Group PLC for 
£104 million ($172 million). 

The prince’s office said the 
transaction would be completed 
after a meeting Wednesday of 
the hotel workers’ committee. 

The Hotel George V, one of 
the most prestigious hotels in 
the French capital, posted an 
operating loss of £ 200,000 for 
the year ended in January. 

Prince Waleed said die 258- 
room hotel would undergo a 
) “major renovation program.’' 

For Granada, the sale was the 
second from the Exclusive 17- 
hotel portfolio the British group 
had acquired last January. In 
November, it sold the Hyde Park 
Hotel in London to Mandarin 
Oriental International for £86 
million. (Reuters, Bloomberg) 


rose 2.9 percent in October, with 
industrial machinery leading a broad- 
based pickup in demand, the Eco- 
nomics Ministry said in Bonn. 

The export-driven capital-goods 
industry led the way in October. 
Economists called the pickup in or- 
ders a more reliable indicator than a 
report Tuesday that production fell 
in October, a month of sporadic 
strikes indie metal industry. 

“There’s probably enough mo- 
mentum in there to ensure the re- 
covery goes along at a steady pace,” 
said Catherine Lee, an economist at 
R. H. Wrightsoo & Associates Inc. 
in London. “I don’t see any need for 
the Bundesbank to cut further." 

The growth report caused little 
reaction in finan cial markets, but 
German brad prices slipped in re- 
sponse to subsequent figures show- 
ing a larger-than-expected volume 
of new factory orders at the start of 
the fourth quarter. 

The yield on the 10-year bench- 
mark government bond, a barometer 
for inflation and growth expecta- 
tions, rose four basis points to 5.65 
percent The yield, which moves in 
the opposite direction from bond 
prices, fell Tuesday to its lowest 
level since January 1994. 

Germany's growth in the latest 
quarter slowed from the second 
quarter, when the economy expan- 
ded percent and some econ- 
omists said the slowing trend would 
persist in figures for the current 
quarter. 

“It is clear that fourth-quarter 
growth will be weaker," said Ger- 
hard Grebe, an economist at Bank 
Julius Baer in Frankfurt, who said he 
expected growth for the final three 
months of 1996 to be 03 percent. 

Next year would be better, 
however, Mr. Grebe said. He said he 
expected die economy to show 
growth averaging 05 percent to 0.6 
percent quarterly in 1997, for a full- 
year total of around 23 percent 

That is just below the govern- 
ment’s forecast of 25 percent — a 
critical figure because jt underpins 
government spending plans that are 
m tended to meet the Maastricht 
treaty's deficit target and qualify 
Germany to join in Europe's 
planned monetary union. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Music World’s Internet Blues 


Reiners 

GENEVA — The world’s $40 billkm-a-year music 
indushy, battling to protea copyrights in (be tangled web 
of die internet, has an electronic-tagging plan to charge 
listeners in cyberspace, an official said Wednesday. 

At a conference here, music and other copyright- 
based industries are campaigning for global agree- 
ments to sort out who owns what on the Internet and 
fight cyberspace piracy. 

Nicholas Garnett, director- general of the Interna- 
tional Federation of die Phonographklndustry, a lobby 
whose 1,100 members include the record producers 
BMG. EML MCA, Sony Music and PolyGram, said 
the old digital-era rules between music consumers and 
producers needed to be rewritten. 

He said the time was not far off when recordings 
would be just a click away on the Internet, and he said 
consumers would have to pay the price for copy- 
righted music. 

“You’ll be home and have your on-line con- 
nection,” Mr. Garnett said. "You’ll program your 
music for the week and select items from a huge 
database that'll be fed into your system. 

"But we need equal rights in an electronic en- 
vironment which we have now so we can do business. 
We'U come up with security systems to prevent 
piracy. There will be identification tags. Unless you 


supply the key. no one can listen to music.’* Copy- 
right is big business for the world's music industry, 
and the information superhighway is causing some 
big headaches, challenging traditional notions of 
reproduction and distribution. 

.Copyright laws based on national boundaries are 
irrelevant in the borderless world of the Internet. 

The three-week Geneva conference, which began 
Monday under the auspices of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, a UN agency that coordinates 
international patents and copyrights, will debate three 
treaties, on Literary and artistic works and on the 
rights of performers and producers of music and of 
producers of databases. 

i Bin copyright experts and negotiators from more than 
120 countries have been bogged down in procedures, 
and talks on the treaties have yet to begin. So far, there 
are more questions than answers: Which national laws 
wiiQ apply to infringements, how will copyrights be 
protected in countries with no legislation, how will 
technical protection be ensured against hacke rs? 

Diplomats said the battle line at the negotiating 
table would be drawn between copyright-based in- 
dustries and an array of academic, consumer, sci- 
entific and technical groups and service providers 
that say treaties on such matters would hold back the 
growth of the Internet. 


NatWest Plans for 10,000 Job Cuts 


CcnpUtd by Ohr 5ktf Fnmi Dupawhn 

LONDON — National Westmin- 
ster Bank said Wednesday that it 
would cut as many as 10 , 000 jobs, or 
20 percent of its work force, over 
five years and set up more brandies 
that would rely heavily on computers 
and on teJenhone-banking services. 

But the banking concern said it 
did not plan to compel any em- 
ployees to leave. 

The cuts are part of a broad 
strategy the company announced 
this year to centralize its operations 
by 2000. Check handling, account 
management and other functions 


handled at branches and 150 other 
locations nationwide are to be trans- 
ferred to 60 centers. 

NatWest, the retail-banking unit 
of NatWest Group PLC, said in May 
that it would open a new line of high- 
technology branches that would rely 
more on machines than on human 
beings to handle transactions. 

“The financial-services market- 
place is becoming increasingly com- 
petitive." Tim Jones, chief of retail 
banking services, said, “and die 
way our customers want to do busi- 
ness with us is changing fast — with 
the growth of casb machines, tele- 


Saga to Buy North Sea Oil Firm 


Gtmptad bf Om StcfFmm DapaKha 

OSLO — Saga Petroleum A/S 
said Wednesday it was buying Santa 
Fe Exploration (U.K.) Ltd. from 
Kuwait’s state-owned oil company 
for $1.23 billion to try to bolster its 
North Sea oil production. 

Kuwait Petroleum Corp. said in 
June it would sell its North Sea 
interests to help fund investment in 


Kuwait It is selling North Sea fields 
that produce 50,000 barrels (6,760 
metric tons.) of oil a day and have 
proven or probable reserves of 165 
million barrels as well as extensive 
reserves of gas. 

For Saga, the transaction would 
raise its oil production by 36 percent, 
to about 1 90,000 barrels a day, mak- 
ing it the lOth-largest producer in the 
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{Aione banking and electronic access 
such as the PC and the Internet.” 

In the past year, NatWest has 
been consolidating to concentrate 
on its brokerage business, its British 
retail bank operations and its Coutts 
Group private-banking unit. 

NatWest completed the sale of its 
U.S. banking operations to Fleet Fi- 
nancial Group Inc. for $3.26 billion 
in April. In June, it agreed to buy the 
U.S. bond dealer Greenwich Capital 
Holdings Inc. for $590 million and 
sold a stake in the British investment 
company 3i Group PLC for $712 
million. (AP. Reuters, AFP) 


North Sea and pushing it ahead of 
such regional rivals as Amerada Hess 
Corp., Texaco Inc. and Mobil Corp. 

Conoco Inc., DuPont Co.’s Hou- 
ston-based oil and gas subsidiary, 
said last month that it was bidding 
for Santa Fe. There also had been 
reports that Japan National Oil 
Corp. was leading a consortium of 
bidders. (Bloomberg, AFP. AP) 


Very brieflys 

• The European Union will send a delegation to Rome to 
discuss a government bailout plan for Banco di Napoli SpA 
after a state-owned bank emerged as the only bidder for it. 

• Italy’s proposed 55 trillion lire ($3.58 billion) "tax for 
Europe.” part of its deficit-cutting budget, will amount to 05 
percent to 0.6 percent of gross domestic product. Treasury 
Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi said. 

• Credit Suisse shareholders approved a name change, to 
Credit Suisse First Boston, and a capital increase of as much 
as 1 billion Swiss francs ($752.6 million), paving the way for 
the parent company, CS Holding, to proceed with a. re- 
organization. 

• Croatia Airlines will spend more than $ 1 5 billion over the 
next 10 years lo enlarge its fleet, the Croatian press agency 
HINA reported. 

• Olympic Airways had a profit of about 9.9 billion drachmas 
($40.4 million) in its latest year after 19 years of losses: an 
executive at the Greek flag carrier refused to predict results for 
the current year. 

• Lufthansa AG's Lufthansa CiryLine GmbH subsidiary 
agreed to set up a business-jet charter company with Bom- 
bardier Inc. of Canada. The parent companies signed a joint- 
venture agreement last month. 

• ScottishPower PLC’s first-half pretax profit rose 31 per- 
cent from a year earlier, to £167 million ($275.9 millioD); the 
figure included £21 million in reorganization costs linked to 
its acquisition of Southern Water PLC. 

• Bass PLC’s 1996 pretax profit rose 12 percent from a year 
earlier, to £67 1 million, on strong performances at its Holiday 
Inn Worldwide hotels and at pubs it directly controls. 

• Carlton Communications PLC's 1996 pretax profit rose 
20 percent from a year earlier, to £295.1 million, as its video 
and film production and editing units offset slower growth in 
profit from television broadcasting. Bloomberg, aff. Rouen, afx 
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The Trib Index 

Jan. 1, 1992 - too. Laval Change % change year to data 

% change 

WorU Index 147 94 -0 77 -0.52 +12.19 

Regional Indexes 

AskbPadHc 128.77 +0.60 +0.47 -4.09 

Europe 156.59 -1 .91 -1.21 +12.51 

N. America 180.144 -0.65 -0.40 +24.84 

S. America 110.90 -0.36 -0.32 +24.55 

Industrial indexes 

Capital goods 168.27 -0.B7 -0.51 +26.63 

Consumer goods 158.51 -0.68 -0.43 +14 80 

Energy 162-28 -1.97 -1.20 +19.66 

Finance 121.31 -0.19 -0.16 -4.65 

Miscellaneous 159.26 -0.50 -0.31 -17.27 

Raw Materials 175.47 -1.56 -0.80 +23.74 

Sen-ice 133.21 -1.10 -0.82 +11.01 

Utilities 139.01 -0.04 -0.03 +9.34 

77w International Harakt Tribune WoOdStock Index O Bachs the U.S doBar values jT 
280 mtemationBKy nvosaUB stocks horn 25 countries. Far mare mfonnafion. a tree 
booklets ovaJta tie by witng to The Trib MBX.1B1 Avenue Charles de Saute. 

92S21 NouBtyCodax. France CompSed by Bloombetg Business News. 
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Wednesday’s 4 p-m. 

The 1,000 most-traded National Martel securWea 
In terms uf rioter vBfc®, updated twice s year. 
The Associated Press. 
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IBM Deal to Give 
Samsung 3 Years 
Ylf Steady Demand 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1996 

ASIA/PACIFIC 

Japan Aims to Nudge WTO 
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SEOUL — Samsung Electronics 

EPS?™** 

Machines Corp. in a $2 billion irans- 
acutm that analysts said Wednesday 
would help ensure stable demand 
forSamsimg s products for the next 
three years. 

-r. Tl !f y , said **» deal, disclosed 
TJiesday by sources at Samsung, was 


— ri° “cwwucs win snip 3 
m ““ on 15-mcb and 17-inch monitors 
tnree-year period starting in 
Mach, sources at the company said. 

But although the deal was expec- 
ted to help Samsung's sagging profit, 
analysts said it was unlikely to repair 
all the damage inflicted on a this year 
by Calling computer-chip prices. 

“Samsung ’s biggest merit for the 
JBM deal was securing stable de- 
Wnand for PC monitors.” said Park 
Chan Yup, an electronics analyst at 
Hyundai Securities. 

Samsung makes more computer 
monitors than any other company, 
about 17 percent of the world's sup- 
ply. It also is the largest maker of 
computer memory chips. 

The company said IBM was the 
biggest buyer of its memory chips 
and had bought its monitors for sev- 
eral years. It expects to ship 10 mil- 
lion monitors next year, compared 
with 8 million in 1996, a Samsung 
official said. 

"The long-term - agreement 
means Samsung has earned recog- 


nition from IBM in terms of monitor 
technology and quality,” said Han 
Bsuk, an electronics analyst at ING- 
Barrngs Securities. 

Analysts viewed the deal favor- 
ably, considering that the world’s 
supply of PC monitors could out- 
weigh demand in the next couple of 
years. 

“The real challenge for any PC 
vendor is to keep costs down,' ’ said 
Bob Djurdjevic of Annex Research. 
“This is the next best thing to IBM 
building the plants themselves.” 

But industry sources said the con- 
tract would not be lucrative enough 
to offset a plunge in Samsung's 
semiconductor sales, the company's 
biggest revenue earner. 

A Samsung official acknow- 
ledged that, saying. “This is likely 
to help us recover our profitability 
but not enough to cover for the 
stump in semiconductors.’* 

^ Mr. Han at ING-Barings said: 
“Profit margins from monitor sales 
cannot be compared with those of 
dynamic random access memory 
chips. But this shows Samsung's 
efforts to shift its focus to sales of 
communication equipment from 
home appliances.” 

Falling chip prices have plagued 
Samsung, more than halving its net 
profit in the first half of this year. 
Analysts said semiconductor prices 
were likely to remain in a slump for 
some time. 'Hie unit price for 16- 
megabit D-RAM chips, for ex- 
ample. was down 81 percent in 
November from a year earlier, at 
$9 JO. (Reuters. Bloomberg) 


By Velisarios Kattoulas 

Imemarionai Herald Tribune 

i ■ 

TOKYO — Japan expects little progress on issues 
of substance next week at the World Trade Or- 
ganization's first ministerial conference, Tokyo's top 
trade negotiator said Wednesday, but Japan will be in 
the unusual position of makin g some trade demands 
of its own for a change. 

“The coming meeting is not a meeting for real 
negotiations cm substance,” Hisashi Hosokawa, 
deputy minister for international affairs at the Ministry 
of International Trade and Industry, said. 

Nonetheless, going into the 125-nation meeting in 
Singapore, he said, Japan would like progress in 
negotiations on at least three issues: China's bid for 
membership in the global trade body, scrapping tar- 
iffs on computers and computer software, and baiting 
abuses of anti-dumping laws. 

At recent multilateral trade conferences, it has 
usually been Japan under fire over its formidable 
trade barriers. At the Singapore meeting Monday 
through Friday. Japan has its own agenda. 

“Substantial and substantive differences in views 
on some specific agenda items remain,'' said Mr. 
Hosokawa. who will represent Japan ar the talks. 

Japan has for years been pushing the WTO, and its 
predecessor the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, to let China join. China would like to join, at 
least in part because of the apparent prestige. 

Tokyo would like China to join because Japanese 
companies could use the WTO to settle costly dis- 
agreements with Chinese business partners. Right now 
the hundreds of Japanese companies with factories in 
China are subject to China's often arbitrary laws. 

« American companies would in the same way also 
benefit from Chinese membership in the World Trade 
Organization. Bui Washington has stymied efforts to 
ease China in because Beijing has insisted it be allowed 
to join as a developing nation. Washington insists 
China's economy is too big for preferential treatment 

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in 
the Philippines last month. China's foreign minister. 
Qian Qicben, said he expected Washington and Beijing 
to reach a compromise on China's entry to the WTO as 
soon as July 1997. But the two sides remain far apart 

Japan hopes for some progress on the Chinese bid 
during the Singapore meeting, which Chinese trade 
officials will attend as observers. “It is i m port an t to 


include in the WTO structure those countries which 
occupy positions of increasing importance in the 
world economy." Mr. Hosokawa said. 

Japan and the United States also would like pro- 
gress on plans to scrap tariffs on computers and 
computer software by 2000. But an agreement seems 
unlikely, because developing countries contend that 
free competition would destroy their nascent in- 
formation-technology industries. 

■ Search for Global Telecoms Deal 

Telecommunications ministers from 36 countries 
will meet Monday on the sidelines of the World Trade 
Organization ministerial conference in a U.S-ini- 
dated attempt to salvage a global accord, news agen- 
cies reported from Singapore. 

The chairman of die Federal Communications 
Commission. Reed Hundt, announced the meeting 
and called for more Asian nations to open their 
telecommunications sectors and improve their lib- 
eralization offers. He also said Malaysian officials 
had declined to meet with him. 

The meeting Monday will help determine the 
prospects for a global deal by a Feb. 15 deadline to 
open up the $550 billion world telecommunications 
market, he said. (AFP. Bloomberg ) 

■ Beijing's Bottom Line on WTO 

The basic objective of China's application for mem- 
bership in the World Trade Organization, according to 
Chinese companies and officials, is to secure entry 
conditions that will help its flagging textile and toy 
exports without exposing less competitive auto and 
financial-services companies to a foreign invasion, 
news agencies reported from Beijing. 

China will send a team led by Long Yongtu, assistant 
minister of foreign trade and economic cooperation and 
an experienced trade negotiator, to the ministerial 
meetings that begin Monday, Chinese officials said. 

“I don't expect any breakthrough at the Singapore 
conference,” a ministry spokesman said. 

Foreign companies doing business in China view 
the country’s application to join the WTO as a rare 
opportunity to force open Chinese markets. 

“We want market access and the ability to do 
business here in the same way Chinese companies 
can operate in die U.S. or Europe," said Jim Mc- 
Gregor. president of the American Chamber of Com- 
merce in Beijing. ( Bloomberg , Reuters} 
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MUSIC: Dark Days for the U.S. Scene as Growth Rocks to a Halt 

Con tinned from Page 11 year, growth in U.S. music sales has slowed to 2 perc 

according to Soundscan. which tracks retail sales. Utis wc 
the pop charts, there are always a few bands we have never not be so serious if retailers had not also been drastic 
*ifeardof,and every one of them is an urban group wi t h a record reducing CD prices and companies bad not been giving h 


~rteard of. and every one of them is an urban gro up w i th a record 
that's beating ours. This is troubling, because we’re supposed 
to be making money.” 

Traditionally, the music industry has been immune to re- 
cessions. wars and politics. Only disco could stop its growth, 
which it did in 1979 as record labels threw more disco records 
into stores than any body cared to buy . Ibat was the only time in 
the past 50 years that record labels saw annual sales decline. 

“If we have one hit on oar label, we're lucky,” said the 
president of a major label who spoke on condition of an- 
onymity. “But we never have another one. It’s like disco all 
over again.” 

Actually, the picture does not seem that dire yet. So far this 


year, growth in U.S. music sales has slowed to 2 percent, 
according to Soundscan, which tracks retail sales. This would 
not be so serious if retailers had not also been drastically 
reducing CD prices and companies bad not been giving huge 
recording deals to bands. 

Cuts in prices of CDs have been a last-ditch attempt to 
attract customers and compete with the discount chains. 

Ed Christman, retail editor at Billboard, the leading in- 
dustry magazine, said stores' profit margins had dropped to 36 
percent from 41 percent on the average CD, while the price 
that consumers believe the average CD to be worth had shrunk 
from $15 to $10 or $11. “Business may be up 2 percent,” he 
said, “but when you look at this year, you can’t point to any 
major breakaway hits." 

Right after Christmas, he said, “I anticipate a lot more people i 
will be running around closing record stores.” 


Alan Bond Pleads Guilty 

Cirrpilnl try Oir Sktf Frrm Ihiputchn 

PERTH, Australia — Alan Bond pleaded guilty Wed- 
nesday to two charges relating to the biggest corporate fraud in 
Australian history. 

The former chairman of Bond Corp. admitted in the West 
Australian Supreme Court that in 1988 and 1989 he failed to 
act honestly as a director of Bell Resources Ltd. when he 
arranged for a Bell subsidiary to provide an unsecured loan of 
1 billion Australian dollars ($802.5 million) to Bond Corp. 

The two charges each cany a maximum penalty of five years 
in prison. The prosecutor said Mr. Bond had agreed to plead 
. guilty after five other charges were dropped. (AFP. Reuters ) 


Source: Telekurs IwemaiiDoil HnaM Tithum: 

Very briefly; 

• Bangkok stocks fell for a fifth consecutive session amid 
concern about the slow growth of Thailand's economy. The 
Stock Exchange of Thailand index fell 7.49 points, or 0.83 
percent, to 898.32. 

• Tsui Yiu>wa, the Hong Kong Stock Exchange's deputy 
chief executive, will succeed Paul Chow as chief executive in 
February, the exchange said. 

• Bre-X Minerals Ltd. of Canada increased its projection of 
the likely gold reserves at its disputed Busang deposit by 21 
percent, to 60 million ounces, which would be worth about 
$22 billion at current market prices. 

• Singapore Airlines Ltd. is seeking a stake in PT Sempati 
Airlines, one of Indonesia's two international airlines. 

• South Korea's Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
voted overwhelmingly to go on strike this month to protest the 
government's labor-reform plans. 

• Malaysia Mining Corp. said it would withdraw from die 
$5.3 billion Bakun Dam project and “utilize its resources” 
instead on a highway project. 

• Acer Inc. and its affiliates and a group of other Taiwan 
companies will spend 3 billion Taiwan dollars ($109.1 mil- 
lion) in 1997 to build a semiconductor testing facility near 
Hsinchu. the hub of Taiwan's high-technology industry. 

• Nanjing Walsin Wire & Cable Corp.. a Taiwan -China 
joint venture, started a copper-bar production line with an- 
ticipated output of 1 20.000 metric tons a year. 

• International Finance Corp., a World Bank institution that 
invests in private businesses, will lend $30 million to a unit of 
India's largest cigarette maker. ITC Ltd. 

• China Elegance International Fashion Ltd. sold 40 mil- 

lion shares for 1 58 million Hong Kong dollars ($20.4 million). 
Its bankers said. Bloomberg, Reuters 
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Slowly, the Numbers Begin to Look Better 


While some indicators show encouraging signs of a turnaround, the economy is not out of the woods yet. 


.... 


r-‘ - .>.-v 




Japan’s economy continues to 
I slowly rebound, say econo- 
• P mists surveyed by Bloomberg 
Business News. Strong resuits in 
some sectors - like automobiles - 
are being countered by weak per- 
formances in other parts of the 
economy, such as retailing. These 
economic difficulties have caused 
more Japanese officials to push for 
liberalization. Opposition remains, 
however. Is genuine recovery 
under way? 


Wh3e retailing has yet to bounce back In e significant way, manufacturers surveyed in November 
professed mom optimism about the economy than they had last summer. 


Less bad than before 
The quarterly survey of 10,000 
companies - the so-called umkon 
survey - remains negative. 

Its most widely watched indica- 
tor tracks the opinion of some 700 
major manufacturers, and is calcu- 
lated by subtracting the percent of 
those that are pessimistic about the 
economy from those that are opti- 
mistic. 

It moved up four points to -3 in 
November, from -7 in August, 
according to the Bank of Japan. 
The last time this survey reported 


positive results was December 
1991. 

The figure for nomnanufacturers 
improved to 0 from -4, beating 
expectations, and following a move 
to -4 in August from -9 in the pre- 
vious quarter. 

Broader indicators are mixed. 
Economists predict capital spend- 
ing will rise 7.2 percent in this fis- 
cal year. For the last three months 
of 1996, economists in Tokyo see 
flat growth of the gross domestic 
product They recently lowered 
their forecast for GDP growth next 
year to 1 5 percent, from 23 per- 
cent a few months ago. In 1997, a 
temporary cut in personal income 
taxes should come to an end, and 
the consumption tax will rise to 5 
percent from 3 percent The mea- 
sures are good Dews for the govern- 
ment budget, but could put a fur- 
ther damper on consumer spending 
next year. 

By the end of the year, however, 
consumption should increase 0.7 
percent and industrial output 1.4 
percent economists predict As for 


the jobless rate, the consensus fig- 
ure is 3.4 percenL 

In light of these statistics, the 
Bank of Japan is not expected^ to 
raise interest rates in the coming 
months. 

The bank has, however, been 
active in its support for deregula- 
tion as a means of improving the 
economy, and especially of gener- 
ating new jobs. This position was 
supported by the October release of 
a study done by Japan’s Economic 
Planning Agency. 


This argument is expected to be. 
voiced bv many established interest 
groups in Japan during upcoming 
talks on reform, especially given 
the weak state of the domestic 


The track record 
The agency found that the reform 
of the Large-Scale Retail Store 
Law several years ago led to the 
opening of many new stores and 
greater consumption. 

It also concluded that intense 
competition in the telecommunica- 
tions sector has spurred the growth 
of new companies and capital 
investment On the other band, new 
competition can weaken some 
older players and put people out of 
work. 


economy. . 

Outside Japan, many businesses 
are getting some relief from the sit- 
uation at home through strong 
export sales. . , , . . 

Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co. - which sells many of its prod- 
ucts under the Panasonic brand — 
has seen its overseas sales rise 
more than 16 percent in the past 
two quarters. Domestic sales, 
which account for about 52 percent 
of total revenue, have grown just 8 
percent. Overseas sales, the compa- 
ny says, have been boosted by the. 
recent weakening of the yen. 

The Japanese currency is trading 
at about 110-111 yen to the U.S. ^ 
dollar, down 40 percent from its 4 * 
high of 79.75 18 months ago. 
Because of the weakness in the- 
Japanese economy, economists" 
believe it will stay at this level in 4 
the coining months. • 


New Government Establishes Timetable for Banking Reform 


Deregulation is now on the calendar, a move that could help to finally turn the finance sector around, while banks are beginning to show better results. 


T hough Japan's financial sector has not yet seen the 
end of its troubles, some recent developments - 
such as the proposed deregulation effort - could be 
signs of a more prosperous future. 

In an effort to improve Japan’s economy and the state of 
its banking and financial sector. Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto pledged on Nov. 1 1 to deregulate the country's 
financial system by the year 2001 . Many of these reforms 
were already on the policy-making agenda, but this marks 
the first public mention of a timetable for. their enactment. 
In another fust. Japan’s Ministry of Finance shut down the 
Hanwa Bank in Wakayama on Nov. 21. Such a move had 


not taken place since die end of World War IL As the gov- 
ernment plans to set up an institution to handle the bank's 


eminent plans to set up an institution to handle the bank's 
liquidation, other failed banks may be closed in a similar 
fashion. 


Signs of consensus 

These steps point to a consensus in Japan for serious finan- 
cial reform, analysts say. Some officials are calling Mr. 
Hashimoto’s proposed changes “shock therapy,” while the 


prime minister referred to them as Japan’s equivalent of 
London's Big Bang: the 1986 reforms that eliminated 
fixed commissions and several other trading rules. These 
changes build on those introduced in 1993, when banks 
were permitted to underwrite corporate bonds in Japan and 
overseas subsidiaries were allowed to manage public 
offerings of debt securities abroad for some Japanese com- 
panies. In another shift from the former system, life and 
non-life insurers were allowed to enter each others’ fields 
this autumn. 

In broad terms. Mr. Hashimoto has said that future 
reforms will seek to allow insurers, banks, and securities 
firms to compete in all three fields and that laws separat- 
ing the different types of banks - commercial, trust and 
long-term credit - should be eliminated. Commissions on 
certain equity sales and insurance premiums could also 
come ro an end. and the foreign-exchange business should 
be opened up to more players. 

Another possible reform concerns the valuation of 
assets, an issue of paramount importance to Japan’s finan- 
cial institutions. Many of them purchased property and 


other assets at inflated prices during Japan’s so-called bub- 
ble economy, which burst in the early 1990s. In the future, 
the government wants assets to be valued at market prices 
rather than at the prices at which they were bought While 
this would weaken the financial statements of many finan- 
cial institutions, it would make their financial reports more 
meaningful to regulators, investors and consumers. It 
would also improve the health of Japan's financial sector 
in the long run, some experts aver. 


31. A major reason for this was low interest rates, which 
allowed banks to increase reserves being set aside for bad 
loans. Some have insisted that they will finish mak- 
ing needed provisions for bad loans during the current fis- 
cal year, while others have acknowledged that it will take 
them much longer. 


Only three of Japan’s major city banks reported net prof- ' 
s in die latest fiscal year. These were Tokyo-Mitsubishi - 


Spar for competition 

Similarly, financial deregulation would pul pressure on 
Japanese securities firms, banks and other financial insti- 
tutions to compete as never before. Those groups that con- 
formed to more stringent rules regarding financial disclo- 
sure. like those working in the United States, and those 
with diverse operations abroad stand to benefit most from 
the change. 

This is the case for several of Japan's 10 city banks, the 
largest commercial banks in the country. The banks all 
reported better results for the past fiscal year ending March 


its in the latest fiscal year. These were Tokyo-Mitsubishi - 
the combined operations of Tokyo and Mitsubishi Banks.* 
winch merged in April - Dai-Ichi Kangyo and Sumitomo.'; 
Tokyo-Mitsubishi also has the distinction of being the first 
Japanese bank to have its debt upgraded by Moody's. 
Investors Service since the bursting of the bubble econo- ■ 
my. 

With a high capital-adequacy ratio, a smaller percent of 
problem loans in its total loan portfolio than many rivals, • 
greater financial disclosure than most of its peers and 
experience at handling new financial products, Tokyo- 
Mitsubishi would appear to show that banks can keep their' 
house in petty good order while competing effectively 
worldwide. • 



Higher, More Supple Technology 


Compatibility is increasingly important in Japanese companies* technical innovations. 


T hrough special re- 
search programs and 
alliances with for- 
eign partners, Japanese 
companies are introducing 
a host of technological 
innovations. Many of these 
are aimed at the expanding 
multimedia market. 

At die heart of the multi- 
media revolution is the per- 
sonal computer. With more 
PCs per capita than any 
other country, the United 
States has become the main 
battlefield for computer 
makers. Japan's major elec- 
tronic companies are busy 
trying to pick up market 
share and develop products 
related to the boom in home 
and business computing. 

Toshiba, NEC, Sony, 
Fujitsu, Hitachi and 
Matsushita all have U.S. 
operations focused on its 
PC market, and they are 
trying to establish a strong 
foothold there, mainly by 
selling high-quality port- 
able computers. The 




The borderless economy is quickly 
evolving from yesterday's optimistic 
scenario into today's exciting reality, and 
the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi is making 
this transformation happen by providing 
world-class services through one of the 
most extensive international networks of 
any major financial institution. 


Global Vision 
Asian Insight 


While that sort of boundless vision is 
important, of course, a true global leader 
is one that can see its way where 
business really wants to go. Like the 
world's most dynamic region — Asia. 


A strategic presence in both financial 
centers and emerging markets and over a 
century of experience doing business in 
Asia mean the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi 
is ideally positioned to help clients 
establish themselves anywhere in the 
region. With a complete spectrum of 
investment advisory services, proven 
expertise in local capital financing, and 
unrivaled foreign exchange leadership. 



demand for portable PCs is 
5 million units a year, says 
International Data Corp-* 
and right now many models, 
are in short supply. 

Canon is trying to 
improve its sales by ship- 


K ing both portable and 
ome computers with a 


home computers with a 
wide variety of features. Its 
Innova line of PCs have 3- 
D graphic capabilities and 
special audio technology so 
users can have realistic 
visual and sound effects 
when playing computer 
games. 

A special favorite of 
small businesses, Toshiba 
computers had a 23 percent 
share of the notebook PC 
market in the United States 
for the first three months of 
the year, according to the 
research firm Dataquest 
Inc. The secret of this com- 
puter-maker’s success, ana- 
lysts say, has been to give 
portable PCs many of the 
qualities of a desktop com- 
puter - and sell them at a 


lower price. Through a 
partnership with chip- 
maker Intel Carp* of the 
United States, Toshiba has 
acquired some of foe tech- 
nology it needed to slim 
down its machines and 
make them more powerful. 

This is also foe aim of 
Japan’s NEC which signed 
an agreement in October 
with Lucent Technologies 
to work on creating smaller 
integrated circuits. These 
would make multimedia 
products even smaller and 
more capable. 

Innovations in the multi- 
media field spur demand 
because they breed on each 
other. The growing set of 
PC applications, for 
instance, has led to die need 
for larger, higher-definition 


monitors - which the 
Japanese are world leaders 
ar producing. As flat-panel 
displays and other new 
technology improves pic- 
ture quality, more applica- 
tions should emerge. « • 

Cooperation across bor- 
ders and technologies plays 
a crucial role in these devel- 
opments, as musical-instru- 
ment maker Yamaha 
recently noted. Microsoft 
moved last month to sup- 
port interactive muse by 
including a software syn- 
thesizer in some of its latest 
products. According to 
Yamaha, this move should 
give World Wide Web users 
a taste for interactive 
music, and hence an 
appetite for its related hard- 
ware products. • 


‘The Japanese Economy” 

was produced in its entirety by the Advertising Department , 
of the International Herald Tribune. ' 

Writer; Janet Purdy Levaux writes frequently about Japan. I 
Program director: Bill Mahder. \ 


WHY DO THEY 
SCHEDULE MEETINGS FOR 
3:00 IN THE MORNING? 


So for a perspective on business you'll 
get nowhere else, look to the bank 
with global vision and Asian insight. 
The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi. 






Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi 



Lctually, they don L It only feel* that way when yo u're 
jet lagging. 

What can he do? Head for the Hotel Okura and enroll in 
our unique let Lag Plan. Specially designed to get jet laggers 
up on their feet and raring to go. it includes a Light Box to 
help put your body's dock back on schedule, a Health Club 
workom and let Bath, Relaxation Videos, a Body Sonic Mas- 
sage, your choice of pillows to help you sleep better {we'll 
even remember your favorite for your next visit), and special 
breakfast and dinner suggestions for extra energy. 

Hie Jet Lag Plan is only W.000 extra per day. or free for 
members of the Okura Club International, our special pro- 
gram for frequent guests. To receive a free brochure, simply 
send your name and address to our Public Relations Office 
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Newspapers ape branching out into cyberspace. 


L ike their coumerparts 
m other countries, 
Japanese newspapers 
are forging links with other 
news organizations in drier 
to get the latest information 
out to consumers and 
strengthen their image. In 
addition, they are printing 




Entes. 


Work on the Yomktri Shimbun* EngbsMan- 
guagedaBy, the Daily Yomiuri. 


editions in more and more 
sites abroad and expanding 
sites cm the Internet. 

Newspapers are -read by 
more people in Japan than 
anywhere else in the world. 
According to media re- 
search conducted* three 
years ago, there were 72 
rtyiiilion newspaper copies 
circulating in Japan vs. 60 
million in the United-States, 
19 million in Britain' and 9 
million in France. 

The country is home to 
live main national dailies 
and three English-language 
dailies. The Yomiuri Shim- 
bun tops the list of national 
dailies, with a circulation of 
more than 14 million, 
according to Ogilvy & 


Mather Asia Pacific, I .ilm 
some of Japan’s other 
major newspapers, Yomiuri 
has set up a home page on 
the Internet to give people 
worldwide daily arf^g g (q 
some of its news stories in 
both English and Japanese. 
Furthermore, the Internet 
site includes 
summaries of 
public forums 
sponsored by 
Yomiuri - such 
as a multimedia 
program held in 
May, which fea- 
tured presenta- 
tions by NTT 
and Toshiba. 

’Hie | Asahi 
Shim bun also 
opened its Web 
site last year. It 
is accessed 
900,000 times a 
day on average, 
and hence has 
attracted some 
important adver- 
tisers. On OcL 
21, the paper’s 
Web site record- 
ed more than 3 
million hits from 
readers eager to 
see the country's 
recent election results. 

Chi the home page of the 
Mainichj Shimbun, Net 
surfers can access three 
Internet magazines. The 
Nihon Kezai Shimbun, 
Japan’s business daily, pub- 
lishes a weekly edition in 
English, which is printed in 
Japan, the United States 
and the Netherlands. Its 
Web site offers readers the 
chance to browse through 
information about Japanese 
and Asia-Pacific compa- 
nies. 

In addition, the Yomiuri 
and other newspapers in 
Japan have developed their 
own databases of articles, 
which are now accessible to 
the public.* 



Getting 

Around 


W ith more information avail- 
able in English and a grow- 
ing list of travel options, 
travelers to Tokyo will find the city 
both exciting and accessible. For most 
visitors, the main task is to get from 
Npita, New Tokyo International 
Airport, to Tokyo. There are plenty of 
options. For instance, there are many 
train connections between Narita and 
Tokyo, most for about S30. Japan 
Railways offers express trains to 
Tokyo, Shinjuku, . Dcebukuro, 
Yokohama and Oftma stations. Ticket 
prices start at about $30. 

Keisei Railway has a Skyliner ser- 
vice for less than $20 that links travel- 
ers arriving at Narita to its Ueno and 
Nippon stations. Numerous hotel 
shuttle buses and airport limousine 
buses travel from the airport to most 
large hotels, important train stops and 
other locations in and around Tokyo 
on a regular basis. There are buses 
traveling between the Tokyo City Air 
Terminal - just east of Tokyo - and the 
airport every 10 minutes or so, and 
between tbe Yokohama City Air 
Terminal and the airport about every 
20 minutes. 

The cost of a ticket from Narita to 
the TCAT is about $30. Travelers can 
check luggage fra* some airlines and 
receive re-entry permit documents at 
the TCAT, which is located in 
Hakozaki (between Tbkyo and Tokyo 
Disneyland). 

According to the Japan Association 
of Travel Agents, visitors should try to 
avoid using so-called “white license 
plate buses.” Buses with white plates 
are for private use and have not been 
property licensed by the Japanese gov- 
ernment. The media have been draw- 
ing attention to these illegal tour buses 
since April of this year, and police are 
working hard to eliminate three activ- 
ities, JATA says. 

Visitors are advised to look for dri- 
ver identification or government per- 
mits, which are often displayed around 
the entrance and driver’s seat of the 
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A selection of some of the capital's best business hotels. 


White license plate alert 

bus, and public signs at Narita and 
other stops that clearly state ticket fees 
for using the bus and travel times. 
Travelers in need of information at the 
airport can turn to representatives of 
the Japan National Tourist 
Organization for advice. JNTO has 
information booths on the first, third 
and fourth floors of Narita 's Passenger 
Terminal One building. These booths 
can also be found on the basemen!, 
level of JR-Keisei Narita Airport 
Terminal Two Station, the main depar- 
ture level (or third floor) of Passenger 
Terminal Two and the second floor of 
Passenger Terminal Two’s satellite 
area. In Tokyo, the Tokyo Tourist 
Information Center is temporarily 
located on the 10th floor of the Tokyo 
Kotsu Knidan Building near 
Yurakucho JR Station and Yurakucho 
Subway Station, its new office will 
open in January in the basement of the 
new Tbkyo International Forum, not 
far from the Kotsu Kaidan Building. 

Those in need of further advice can 
call JNTO at 00S8 22 2800 when call- 
ing from areas in Japan outside Tokyo 
and 3503 4400 from within Toky o. At 
Narita, JNTO can be reached at 0476 
34 6251. • 


B usiness travelers to 
Tokyo can choose 
from hotels offering 
sports facilities, high-tech 
amenities, shopping arcades 
and scenic grounds. Many 
offer easy links to transport 
hubs. 

• Century Hyatt Tokyo: 
This 800-room hotel with 
28 floors was built in 1980 
and renovated four years 
ago. Located in Shinjuku 
Central Park, the hotel 
offers guesLs free shuttle- 
bus service to Shinjuku sta- 
tion and is near Meiji 
Shrine. Tokyo city offices 
and Shinjuku's lively shop- 
ping and entertainment 
areas. 

• Four Seasons: Part of 
the 17-acre Chinzan-so 
Garden, the 283-room hotel 
has easy access to Mejiro 
station in the northeast part 
of Tokyo. In addition to a 
health club and three restau- 
rants. the hotel facilities 
include a large amphitheater 
equipped with some of the 
latest communications gear. 

• Hotel New Otani 
Tokyo: Affiliated with 
Marriott International Inc., 
this 1,612-room hotel is 
located in the Akasaka 
Palace area. Hotel guesLs 
and oLher visitors can dine 
at La Tour d'Aigent (affili- 
ated with the restaurant of 
the some name in Parts). 
Trader Vic's and other 
restaurants found in the 
hotel. There are also 37 ban- 
quet and meeting rooms 
available. 

• Hotel Okura: Known 
for its picturesque gardens 
and grounds, this 11 -floor 
hotel was designed to 
resemble a Japanese castle. 
It is located near the U.S. 


Embassy in the Toranomon 
section of Tokyo and has 
more than 860 rooms. 
Guests staying at the hotel 
have access "to numerous 
pay-per-view movies, sev- 
eral restaurants, cafes and 
lounges as well as a 
Scottish-themed bar. The 
hotel also provides jet-lag 
treatments such as relax- 
ation videos, special menus, 
exercise routines and extra 
indoor lighting. 

• Imperial Hotel: Within 
walking distance of Hibiya 
Park, the Diet, national min- 
istries and Ginza's famous 
shopping district, this large 
hotel has more than 1.000 
rooms and an extensive 
conference center. 

• Keio Plaza Inter- 
Continental Tokyo: With 
1.500 rooms and 29 dining 
establishments, the hotel is 
ready to accommodate large 
numbers of visitors. In the 
heart of Shinjuku's govern- 
ment district, the hotel has a 
service center to help visi- 
tors and a swimming pool 
in the garden area on the 
seventh floor. 

• Palace Hotel: Facing 
the East Garden of the 
Imperial Palace, this scenic 
393-room hotel is a short 
distance from some of 
Tokyo's most important 
business districts. The hotel 
- now part of the Westin 
chain - includes an exten- 
sive shopping area with 20 
stores. It is a short distance 
from Tokyo Station. 

• Radisson Miyako 
Hotel: Located in an exclu- 
sive residential and diplo- 
matic district, the 500-room 
hotel is a few minutes away 
from the Shinagawa and 
Meguro stations. The hotel 


is surrounded by Japanese 
gardens and has a large 
indoor pool, training gym 
and shopping arcade. 
Previously the Miyako 
Hotel Tokyo, this facility 
became Radisson's first 
affiliated hotel in central 
Tokyo in September. 

• Rihga Royal Hotel 
Narita: Just 10 minutes 
away from Narita airport, 
this spacious 500-room 
hotel is designed to allow 
busy travelers relax or get 
down to business. The 
hotel's large swimming 
pool is located next to a 
pleasant garden area, and 
there are other facilities for 
golf and tennis lovers. 
Shuttle buses travel to 
Narita Airport and an air- 
port stop on the Keisei 
Railway about every half 
hour. 

• Rihga Royal Hotel 
Waseda: This 12-floor 
hotel opened its doors two 
years ago and has 1 27 
rooms, many of which 
overlook Okuma Garden 
and other scenic parts of the 
Mejiro district There are 15 
banquet rooms, three 
restaurants, a bar. a garden 
lounge and a new karaoke 
club with three rooms for 
private parties. The hotel 
also offers guests access to 
a sports dub. conference 
rooms and two executive 
floors as well as compli- 
mentary bus service to 
Takadanobaba Station 
every 30 minutes. 

• Tokyo Hilton: This 
modem hotel is near the 
northeastern comer of 
Shinjuku Central Park. It 
has 803 rooms and 3S 
floors, giving it a place in 
the Shinjuku skyline. • 
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. . .The Yomiuri Shimbun 


It’s Trusted 

With- circulation exceeding 10 million* copies and a readership of 30 
million, more Japanese rely on The Yomiuri Shimbun for their national, 
international and business news than any other daily. 

It’s Reliable 

With subscriptions accounting for 99.6% of total circulation. The Yomiuri 
literally delivers your message to the doorstep of your target audience. 
There is simply no other newspaper — perhaps no other medium — in 
Japan that directly reaches so many of those who control purchasing 
decisions. 

It’s Preferred 

Promoting your products or services in The Yomiuri Shimbun will put you 
in good company with advertisers that include IBM, Kodak, Virgin 
Atlantic Airways, Christian Dior, Benetton, BMW, Philips, Qantas Airways 
and many others. 

*10,1 18,498 (Source; Audi! Bureau at Giculations. April 1996J 





The Yomiuri Shimbun 

Japan's Most Influential Newspaper 

1 -7-1 Otemachi. Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-55, Japan Tel: 03-3216-8744 Fax:03-3216-8749 
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! o ii I'.ia Royal Hotels offer business travelers Japan's most fjeuant .and 

Ll-IXURIOUS HOTEL EXPERIENCE. With locations chnoughoui the must imponanr business 
centers in Japan. RjHcA Royal Hotels lend an unmistakable air « if dignity to any meeting or 
conference. You can expect the uncompromising service you deserve, amidst some ol the 
worlds finest accommodations and surroundings. We are also proud to offer access to AT&T 
from every room. AT&T Direcr" 1 Service provides rhe fastesr. clearest connections' on calls 
back to vour home or office in the States from almost anywhere in the world your travels take 
you. It also nukes it easy for tuu to call over 2111 other countries. And at reasonable prices. 
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RIHGA ROYVl HOTELS 


ATsJ 

YburTrue Choice 


To access AT&T fr* \m Japan, nut 0039- 1 ! 1 or 0066-55- 111. 

For reservations in Japan, simply cau (03) 3253-8678. 

For reservations in North America. (212) 468-8713 or toll-free 1 (800) 8T*-7lQ‘>. 

Rihga Royal's information avui.xrie « in AT&T hotel program home pacf: http://anhotcljn.axjp 
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Kluivert Goal Sends Ajax to Champions’ Cup Quarterfinals 

Auxerre Surprises Glasgow 
To Advance on a 2-1 Victory 



(V JepVn.Wr iu**r« 

Moussa Saib, left, of Auxerre making a move oo Gordao Petrie of Glasgow Rangers in their game Wednesday. 

Lowly Rosenborg Upsets AC Milan 


World Roundup 


Cowboy Is Suspended 

football The Dallas Cow- 
boys' defensive tackle Leon Leu 
was suspended for a minimum of 
one year, effective immediately, by 
the National Football League for 
violating the league's drug policy 
for a second time. 

Lett. 28, was suspended for four 
games in 1995. At the time, he was 
informed that any further violation 
would result in a minimum one-year 
suspension without pay. He was 
tested up to 10 times a month. (.-IP) 

• Jon Stark, a rookie quarterback 

for the Baltimore Ravens, will be 
prohibited from using team facil- 
ities and barred from having con- 
tact with team members as the NFL 
investigates his possible ties to 
gambling. (API 

2 Standoffs in Asian Cup 

soccer Khomis Saad's 40th- 
minute goal gave the United Arab 
Emirates a l-l draw Wednesday 
with South Korea in the opening 
game of the 1 1th Asian Cup in Abu 
Dhabi. 

South Korea dominated, but 
wasted several chances to score. 
Hwang Sun Hong missed an easy 
chance in the fifth minute when he 
failed to connect on a pass from 
Hong Myung Bo with only the 
United Arab Emirates' goalkeeper. 
Mushin Fairouz. to bear. Bui he 
made up for the miscue four minutes 
later to give South Korea the lead. 

Saad's goal came on a virtual 
tap-in after Korean defenders 
blundered inside the goalmouth, 
earning a standing ovation from the 
estimated crowd of 45.000. 

• Hani Saqer and Yousif Daki 
both scored in the final 17 minutes, 
the last on a penalty in rhe 83d. 
rallying Kuwait to a 2-2 draw Wed- 
nesday with Indonesia in a first- 
round game. Indonesia led 2-0 just 
before the first half ended. t API 

Yankees Sign Girard i 

Baseball Joe Girardi has 
agreed to a $5.5 million, two-year 
contract with the New York Yan- 
kees. Girardi. 32. who made $2.3 
million with the Yankees last sea- 
son. gets a $500,000 signing bonus. 
S2 million next season and $2.6 
million in 1998. (AP) 
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AWASH — Isabelle AutLssier of 
France sailing into Cape Town 
after a broken rudder forced 
her out of a 30,000- mile race. 


The Associued Presi 

Unheralded Rosenborg earned a 
quarterfinal berth in the Champions' 
Cup. knocking the Italian powerhouse 
AC Milan out of the European com- 
petition. following a 2-1 upset victory 
Wednesday ar San Siro Stadium. 

- Midfielder Vegard Heggera headed 
in the game-winner in the 70th minute, 
spoiling the return of Coach Arrigo Sac- 
chi on the bench of the Italian cham- 
pion. 

Sacchi rejoined his former club 
Monday after resigning as coach of 
Italy's national team. 

The victory gave the Norwegian team 
second place in Group D. behind Por- 
tugal's Porto, and a showdown in the 
Cup quarterfinals against the defending 
champion. Juventus. 

Forward Harald Branbakk put 
Rosenborg in front in the 29th minute. 
The French striker Cristophe Dugarry 
evened the score for Milan in the 45th. 

Rapid Vienna 0 Manchester United 2 
Manchester United became the first 
English club since 1985 to reach the 
Champions' Cup quarterfinal after eas- 
ily beating Rapid Vienna in Group C. 

GoaLs by Ryan Giggs and Eric Can- 
tona and a spectacular save by Peter 
Schmeichel ensured a Reds' victory in 
Vienna- Manchester will now meet FC 
Porto in the quarterfinals in March. 

Schmeichel. United's Danish goal- 
keeper, rescued his team with a spec- 
tacular, acrobatic save in the 16th 
minute. 

Eric Cantona scored the second goal 
in the 71st minute. 

Jinrentus 2 Fencrbahce 0 The defend- 
ing European champion. Juvenius of 
Turin, completed the qualifying round 
in Group C unbeaten, defeating Tur- 
key's Fenerbahce. 

Fenerbahce was eliminated from the 
tournament as it finished third, behind 
Juventus and Manchester United, in the 
group’s standings. 


The Italian soccer champions, who 
had secured a quarterfinal berth before 
to the home game against the Turkish 
team, completed the round with a record 
of five victories and one tie. 

Michele Padovano. a substitute, 
scored first with a header in the 42d 
minute. Another substitute. Nicola 
Amoroso, sealed Juventus ’s victory' 
with six minutes left. 

Juventus will meet Rosenborg in the 
quarterfinals in March. 

IFK Gothenburg 0 FC Porto 2 Brazili- 
ans Mario Jardel and Edmilson Pimenta 
scored two late goals as FC Porto 
blanked IFK Gothenburg in their Group 
D game. 

Porto had already qualified for the 
quarterfinals while IFK Gothenburg had 
been eliminated before Wednesday.^ 
game. 


Atfetico do Madrid 1 Vfidanw Lode O An 

83rd-minute goal by Yugoslav mid- 
fielder Milinko Panne clinched a 1-0 
victory for Atletico de Madrid against 
Widzew Lodz of Poland in Group B and 
further secured the Spanish team 's place 
in the quarterfinals. Pantic scored the 
goal on a free kick from 20 yards (18 
meters) after a balanced game. 

Dortmund 5 Steaua Bucharest 3 In an 
entertaining Group B match, Dortmund 
brushed aside Steau Bucharest. 

Dortmund's Stephane Chapuisat 
scored twice. Dortmund led. 5-2. before 
Aurel Calm pulled the visitors to 5-3 
with a long-range shot in the 79th 
minute. 

Dortmund was already assured of a 
place in the quarterfinals, where the 
German ream will meet Auxerre of 
France. .. ... 


By Ian Thomsen 

IntenutiomU Herald Tribune 

ZURICH— On the legs of its last few 
familiar names, Ajax advanced to the 
European Cup quarterfinals with hopes 
that the new year will bring better 
health. The 1-0 victory Wednesday 
night eliminated Grasshopper Zurich 
from the Champions League after the 
hosts had been around the top of Group 
A for most of the season. 

Ajax, champion in 1995 and finalist 
last season, was always at risk. For the 
opening half-hour the Swiss pounced on 
every loose ball m midfield like horses 
bursting out of the gates. Yet Ajax’s last 
line managed to guide it away time and 
again without looking worried. 

Their faith was confirmed in the 3 2d 
minute by young Patrick Kluivert, still 
working his way back from a knee in- 
jury. It came to him up the right side 
from John Veidman and was centered 
by Tijani Babangida in the shape of a 
giant, sharp checkmark. 

For three seasons now Ajax has not 
lost on the road in Europe. It maintained 
the calm facade as best it could, but 
desperation took over during Zurich's 
second-half-long assault A dozen 
minutes from the end of the game, Marc 
Overmars cleared from his left post 
Zurich's best chance of tying the score, a 
shot by Alexandre CamisettL At other 
times Murat Yakin — whose goal had 
beaten Ajax in the Amsterdam meeting 
— threatened with free kicks around both 
posts; Pascal Thuler found himself alone 
with goalkeeper Edwin Van Der Sar but 
shot wide. The game ended aptly on two 
attempts by Massimo Lombardo dial 
were blocked before reaching Van Der 
Sar. 

A draw would have sent Zurich to the 
next round in Ajax’s place. How the 
Swiss must have wished that striker 
Kubilay Turkyilmaz had been suspen- 
ded from any other match but this one. 

There was no sympathy from Ajax. 
Most of its stars of last year have moved 
either to Italy or to the sideline with 
injuries, rjaptnming them from the bade 
was Frank de Boer, just recovered from 
an ankle injury. Jari Litmanen came off 
die bench in the second half to hold die 
ball up during Ajax's numerous break- 
aways in the second half, two of them 
almost convened by Kluivert and Over- 
mars. 


Thirteen points behind the lead in the 
Dutch league and knocked out already 
from the domestic cup, Ajax now has 
something to play foe. Perhaps if Danny 
Blind and Richard Whschge can join the 
others in recovering from injury — it 
gives coach Louis Van Gaal something 
to imagine for tire next round. 

In the other Groap A match. Auxerre 
beat Glasgow Rangers, 2-1, The As- 
sociated Press reported. ' 

Steve Mariet scored one goal and set 
up another to put Auxerre into the 
quarterfinals. 

On the verge of elimination two 
weeks ago. the French team finished 
first in Group A with a record of 4-2. 
The Rangers were 1-5. 

Two weeks ago. Auxerre was nearly^ 
out of contention. Then it beat Ajax in 
Amsterdam and Glasgow upset 
Grasshopper Zurich for its only victory 
in six games. 

Auxerre scored the fim goal just after 
a steady rain started 15 minutes into the 
game. 

Mariet headed tire bail on a centering 
pass by Franck Rabarivony, and tire 
Rangers' goalie, Andy Goram, man- 
aged to get his right fist on it The boS 
bounced, however, in the direction of 
Lilian Laslandes. who was able to kick 
the ball past a diving Goram. 

The second goal was a brilliant in- 
dividual effort bv Mariet in the 32d 
minute. He got the ball near midfield, 
controlled it past acre defenseman, rati 
away from another and split two more 
before he faked to put Goram out of 
position and made it 2 -ft 

Four minutes bier, the Rangers' cap- 
tain, Richard Gough, was in perfect 
position oo a free kick to cut the margin 
to 2-1. He was on the right side anA 
headed the ball directly into the ne'e 
Auxerre’s goalie, Fabien Cool, could 
not react in time. 

Laslandes nearly got another goal with 
four minutes left when he got free and 
fired a shot from about 15 meters away, 
but Goram deflected it with his hand. 

Early in the second period, Moussa 
Saib nearly scored, poshing tire ball just 
a meter wide of the net. Over the next 
four minutes. Goram kept busy, de- 
flecting three shots. Then tire pace of the 
match slowed until Glasgow nearly tied 
it with 15 minutes left David Robertson 
angled a shot (hat eluded Cool, but the 
ball hit the sideposL 


Agassi Bows Out to Jeers in Grand Siam Cup 
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MUNICH — Andre Agassi headed 
imo a six-week retreat from compet- 
itive tennis Wednesday with the boos 
of angry and disappointed fans ringing 
in his ears. 

For the second time within a month. 
Agassi faced a cacophony of jeers and 
whistles from German fans after a 6-3 
6-4 defeat by the Australian doubles 
specialist Mark Woodforde in the first 
round of the Grand Slam Cup. 

The chorus of disapproval was not 
as loud as it was in Hannover last 
month when Agassi put up a spineless 
display against the world No. 1, Pete 
Sampras, in the ATP world champi- 
onship and promptly pulled out of the 
event, citing illness. 

But Agassi admitted in Munich that 


he had been suffering with motivation 
problems in the last few months and 
needed a break from the game. He has 
decided to miss the Australian Open 
next month. 

“I certainly am taking the time off in 
the hope and desire and plan of getting 
strong, fir and getting my game hack to 
where it can be,” he said. 

While Agassi bowed out. Jakob 
Hlasek took a break from retirement 
and used it to beat Cedric Pioline, 2-6, 
6-3. fr4. 

Hlasek was an alternate for the event 
and had already announced his retire- 
ment But the withdrawal of five play- 
ers. including Sampras, opened a spot 
for Hlasek and he seized the opportunity 
to earn some extra Christmas money. 
Pioline appeared to tire, after coming 


here from France’s thrilling Davis Cup 
final victory over Sweden. 

Goran Ivanisevic, the defending 
champion, had more problems fighting 
a virus than battling his opponent. Mi- 
kael Tillstrom, also an alternate. Ivan- 
isevic blasted 18 aces to win, 6-4, 6-2, 
in 57 minutes. 

Yevgeni Kafelnikov, the French 
Open champion, defeated Alex Cor- 
retja, another alternate, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3 ). 

Woodforde, Ivanisevic. Hlasek and 
Kafelnikov all collected $262,500 for 
reaching the quarterfinals. 

The $6 million tournament brings 
together the 16 players with the brat 
records at the four Grand Slam events of 
the year — the Australian, French and 
U.S. Opens and Wimbledon. The win- 
ner will get $1.6 million. (Reuters, AP) 
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Yevgeni Kafelnikov on the way to 
defeating Alex Corretja of Spain. 
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BEVERLY HILLS 
NEW YORK 

SERVICE WORLDWIDE 

Escort Agency CthB Carts Welcome 

TEL LONDON +f 44 (0) 

0171 589 5237 


ATLANTIC 

LONDON PARIS USA 

EVERY MAJOR CITY WOHUMOE 

h 44 (0) 7000 77 04 11/22133 
++ (1) 212 785 1919 
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VJP. 
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canto axeglsd 34AS4. 7 days a week. 
PHUE: (*322} 6483033 

FAX: f+322) 64fi.71.88 
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LUDOtrS HOST EXCTTWG 24 HR 
WatNATlOKAL ESCORT SERVICE 

VENUS IN FURS 

0171-362 7000 
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*" EUR0C0NTACT" IR1 ESCORTS 
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Cafi Service Ware 443-W12M 31 
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PRIVATE ESCORT SERVICE 

LONDON 0171-938 4445 

DUBUN 068 67 41 35 

HIGH SOCIETY 

faecuttve Escort Servta 

Ganony. Pam, Nen Tor*. London 

Tel: London 0171 266 1033 

GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN 
BASEL, LAUSANNE, M0NTREUX 

Cal Q2S346 OO 89 Escort Agency 
* ZURICH LUZERN 0K463Z334 

EUROPEAN MODELS Escort Agency 
worldwide only Intematkinal Models! 
LONDON+PAmIS*MONACO*MAORIO 
STOCKHOLM+GOTEBORGtHELSlNKI 
GENEVA*ZURlCHtMILAN0+R0UE 
SR(/SSaStCQPENHA6ENtCYPRUS 
ISTANBULtATHENStOSLO*llSBON 
DLBAf S Af&MVSimMkl A a We 
G5MANY ♦ UWTE0 STATES * ASA 
Office Europe: +*43-1-796 2) 58 

Office New York: 212 2S7 3993 cards 

FRANKFURT A AREA 
Mata's Esccn Agency 

Please cal 063 - 597 S 66 

Hairs HIGH S0C£TY*VBWA*PARS 
core ETAZUR S ZURICH ' GBf 
tmemaaonal Escort & Travrt Servta 

Verna *^43-1-5354104 a) oefl canto 

fflANKFURT-COLQGNE-OUSSELDORF 

MB8AD0HMS«-+eca5Sffl 

Gatfs Escort Serves 449(01171-5511805 

•G E N E V A * P A R I S* 

BUITERR-Y Escort Saves 

TeL 022 1 731 SO 81 

GUYS & DOLLS ESCORT SERVICE 
LOMXWPAWS^fflJSSaSYTALY' 
GERHAMY’SPAJN'LUGAHO 

TaL 00 44 (0) 410 484 126 DtA Canto 

L£cm£ 

THE ESCORT AGBCY 

LONDON 

0t7t 5SS ora 

SsiaA he beet in fits worM 

CrxSt Cm* Aatptsd 

K0UR0US ESCORT SERVICE 

Fine young mate & female escGrts. UK & 
Contrefef Bootetgs (7171 636 2553 

GLAMOUR INTERNATIONAL 

LONDON ESCORT SSWCE 

D1T1 724 0771 

LOMOH HEATHROW GATWJCX 
JAPANESE ESCORT SffiVK £ 
case 57254MS56 401164 

NODa ESCORT 

SERVICE AND TRAVEL 

Can (48) 22 671 08 4& 

AflLAAfO MODEL Escort Service 

AM Europe i H East (39) 03482257757 

[NTERKATKWAL ESCORTS 

Worlds R 15 I S Most Eskcne Service 
Modato. Beauty Queers. Actresses 
MuMfingul Ttavei Caagniana 

Hdqtrs. 212-76WB96 NY, USA 

Sendee oorkfaide Cradfi cards, chocks 
ac«(Ael Vita videos 8 phans in aftce. 

ttORfflSON cue - VENHA ESCORT 

Service 5.. Recrtle Wisnz&fe 2a 
K22. 586 86 81 

CHELSEA ESCORT SERVICE 

51 8aiudarap Race. London SW1 

TeL- 0171-584 6513 

IIUWCH HGH CLASS 

Top Escort Sbvw 

T? Q172 - 89 02 706 

BERN, BASEL ZURICH 

ESCORT S0WCE- 
441/77,880515 OR 77/S806B0 

ROTTBWAto WWTFS 

Esora Servce. Weetzeedik 9i 

Rcoertam. Tel. *31 (01 6 3203000 

•SWITZERLAND + GERMANY* 

TeL- MJ1-KM27 28 27 
ajRKHGBIEVMASEL-flSME 

NEW: LONDON - BRUSSELS - VEMU 
COSUOS Escort Agency Credi Canto 

■■EXECUTIVE CLUB** 
i LONDON ESCORT SSMCE 
: TB- 0171 722 5008 Cre* Canto 

SOPHE STUMfiNG. Ta£ Oassy. Stack 
Model EBe Pwate Esccn Sews. 

Tel: 0171 370 7779 Ail Areas 

EMUNUEUFS ESCORT SERWCE 
" FRENCH 5FEAKHG “ 

LONDON 0171 2S2 2886 

WCTORfflCTOBA! 

Bieattatag Pnvac Escort Service 
Kenangton 01T1 370 3934 

ANNE IUHE5 ESCORT SERVICE 
and Oiawr Dae Saves (mton 

0171 388 0722 

ESCORT SERVICE; ZURICH 

Top Escort Service 

441 ( 79-4(J7 38 21 

meexBmmroam 

K i K TOP MODS. ESCORT S Toed 
Serece a* Europe ±** 3 . 1.718 7355 

BEMJN - HARIOIfS* 

Pm«e Ejwi Sevw 

Tet 017Z - 301 45 95 

/ 

y 

SUHANT ESCORT SERVICE 

TO. 089/^4 30 13 

Gens Sdraeiz, ni Tessin 

VIENNA'S BEST ESCORT SERVICE, 
friendly, etegant. anraenve. serving 
Prague & Vfera: (±±43 1} 5335044 

k 
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NBA Stampihqs 
lAsmuf coamamoi 
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L 

Pet 

GB 

Mtarrt 

13 

4 

.765 

— 

Orlanda 

8 

5 

a15 

3 

New York 

9 

6 

M0 

3 

PModelpMa 

7 

8 

Ml 

5 

Washington 

7 

B 

MJ 

S 

Boston 

4 

11 

J67 

B 

New Jersey 

3 

9 

.250 

7V, 

CSTTRALOmstON 


Otago 

16 

1 

.941 

— 

Ottrafl 

12 

3 

M0 

3 

Oevetarw 

10 

5 

Ml 

5 

Attontn 

10 

7 

-588 

6 

Ctariotte 

B 

8 

500 

7*6 

srutwaukee 

B 

8 

500 

7*6 

Indiana 

6 

8 

.429 

SW 

Toronto 

5 

11 

-313 
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W 

L 

Pet 

c« 

Houston 

15 

2 

582 

— 

Utah 

13 

2 

467 

1 

Minnesota 

7 

9 

.438 

7V, 

Dittos 

5 

10 

-333 

9 

Denrar 

S 

73 

J78 

10', 

Son Antonio 

2 

13 

.133 

12 

Voncouw 

2 

15 

.118 

13 

MancDtVIBKtN 



Seattle 

14 

S 

.737 



l_A. Lxtkers 

13 

6 

584 

1 

Portland 

10 

8 

556 

3Vr 

ULOtopers 

7 

10 

Alt 

6 

Golden State 

6 

11 

553 

7 

Socramenio 

6 

12 

-333 

7te 

PhoonU 

1 

14 

.067 

11 

mnw'(H 

■HITS 


Bestoa 

23 

22 

17 33- 95 

Atlanta 

22 

25 

29 29-18S 


B: Barms 9-11 0-0 24 , Day 5-12 4 - * 1& 
AjUIUtoaibo 7-15 7-7 21, Smith B-15 1-1 20. 
Wtu ei nto Bos to n 42 (Hodja 9). Atlanta 53 
IWutombo 14). Assists— Boston 16 (Fox 7), 
Atlanta 24 (LoettrtarS). 

Terraria II 23 19 at— 74 

Ctombtt 29 XI 19 24— 92 

T; Christie 5-146-6 14 Eori 7-137-6 74rC- 
Brandon 7-16 64 18. Sure 5-6 6-5 15. 
Rebaauds— ■' Toronto 48 1 Jones 9). amfend 
54 (HB1 ill. Assists— Toronto 20 
CStoudatnlre 11 L Cleveland 36 (Brandon, 
PM&4I. 

Miami 27 20 28 24— 99 

NmYM 14 24 21 76— 75 

M: Mated* 7-12 S-S 73. Datatortc 7-0 0-1 
21 ,-N.Vj Houston 6-120-0 14. Johnson 6-9 4- 
6 12. String 5-17 2-2 12. t tab acad s M i ami 
So (Brown 101. New von 38 (Earing 7). 
Asdsfs— AUanrt 20 fttaferte Hammer S), 
New Yoik 17 (Childs 61. 

SaaanaatB 30 20 23 22— 96 

MlUNlD 29 16 24 22— 09 

SriUdimottd 10-27 SO 29, Owns 6-14 1-2 
13. Guglatta 7-21 W 22. Marttunr 7-186- 

8 20. Retawts— Sacramento 02 (OwtflS 


111, Minnesota 58 (Gugllotta 13). 
Assists — Sacramento 17 (O wen s. Abdul- 
Rnut, Simmons 41. Minnesota 17 (Garnett 
Gtigtotta Corr 3). 

Otago 26 27 37 27—107 

MOwoutee 23 26 31 24—104 

C Jortan 13-27 14-17 40, Kukoc 5-11 3-4 
K-M; KoUbtson 7-76 5-6 Zl, Baker 7-1 1 6-72 
2L Douglas 6-126-7 20Jt«MgiKts-CMcD9O 
40 (Rodman 107, Mjtaoukee 53 {Baker 16}. 
Assists— Oricogo 27 CPtppea Jordan 6), 
AWwoukee 20 (Douglas 7). 

Hasan 28 26 20 11 13— 98 

PorttOM 17 35 28 15 8— 93 

LMIIter 10-20 7-7 32, A43a*H SB4-9 1-V P: 
Anderson 9-2110-1229, Robinson 6-1610-12 
ZL Reboends— Indiana 52 CD.Oarts. 
A.Davts 11). Portland 56 (Dudley nj. 
Assists — Indiana 20 (Mteer, Best 71, 
Portland 16 (RoMnson 4). 

Qsrtxfta 27 24 22 16-89 

UA- Dippers 24 24 27 21— 96 

C Woe 8-18 6-S2L Dirac 9-16 04) lft LA. 
CUPPERS: Detiere 8-13 5-5 25. Vaught 10- 
18 3-4 23, Refcoends— Chratotfe 45 (Dirac 
IS, Us Angeles 53 (Vaught 15). 
AssUn—OKSham 19 (Bogues 7), Los 
Angeles 23 (Rogers 6). 

Seattle 28 38 26 23—106 

LA. Lakers 26 29 35 28-110 

S: SctawnW 8-14 9-1227, Payton 9-196-1 1 
2* LA. LAKERS: O’ Nett 13-25 6-10 32. Win 
Exel 6-13 4-5 18. B efeocw Os - Seatt le 51 
(Kemp 14), los Angeles 50 (ONeoi 14 ). 
Assists— Seattle 22 (Schrempf B), Las 
Angela 32 (Janes?). 

Dnwr 25 20 26 28- 99 

Gotten State 31 26 32 25-114 

D: Thompson 9-1804 23. McDyess 9-152- 
321:G£i5m*ell 12-24 W2& Price 6-124- 
4 19. RetKmnts— Denver 45 (Johnson 9), 
Gotten Stated tffivmnS). Assists— Denver 
26 (Jackson 7),. Golden State 28 (Muffin 
til. 
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GF 

GA 

Horido 

16 

4 

6 

38 

79 

51 

Ptrikxtofpnta 

14 

12 

1 

29 

74 

74 

New Jersey 

13 

to 

1 

27 

59 

60 

Washington 

13 

11 

1 

27 

tfi 

64 

N.Y. Rnngera 

ia 

13 

4 

24 

90 

so 

N.Y. islanders 

7 

10 

8 

22 

63 

68 

Tampa Boy 

7 

14 

2 

16 

66 

77 

wowthewt anmoN 




W 

L 

T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

HolM 

11 

7 

6 

29 

73 

74 

Buffalo 

13 

11 

1 

77 

71 

09 

Montreal 

10 

13 

4 

24 

93 

99 

Boston 

9 

10 

4 

22 

a 

77 

Ottawa 

7 

10 

6 

20 

60 

68 


A 

A 


Pittsburgh 


Daks 

Damn 

Otago 

St. Louis 

Taranto 

Phoenix 


Colorado 
Vmcouver 
Edmonton 
Las Angeles 
Calgary 
San Jaee 

Ana tabu 


8 13 3 19 77 89 


GF GA 
73 58 
79 53 
71 a 
78 78 

76 89 
5B 74 

GF GA 
95 56 

77 77 

94 06 

71 81 

64 75 

67 86 

70 85 


CBilAAL DIV18ION 
«f LTPli 
16 8 1 
14 9 4 

12 12 3 

13 13 0 
11 15 0 

8 13 4 

mancDtvnoM 

* LT PS 
Id 6 4 
13 11 1 
13 13 1 
11 12 3 
10 15 2 

9 13 4 
8 14 4 


Harriott 2 0 2 0—4 

PTMSiWVfe 0 3 1 0—4 

Rrst Period: H-Ottafl 6 IRJC& Emerson) 2 . 
H-Rlce 4 (Emenan, Burt) Second Period: p- 
Nedved 12 (Hicks. Hotctiert (sh). a P-Jagr 
23 (Nedraa Barnes) S, P -Barnes 4 
(Sandstraro, Murray] TWrd Period: p- 
Bames 5 (Nedrad, Woolley) (pp). 7 . H- 
OWett 7 (DMucfc) a H- Sanderson is 
(Coffey, Cossets] (pp). Otcrtlme: None. 
S8eis an goat: H- 9*-1 a- 3-34. P- 15-9-9- 
S— 3a. GoaBes: H-MuzzoltL P-WreggeL 
cdgwy 1 g g_i 

N.Y. (shatters ) , 

Hrtt Period: c-igtaki e (Hogtand, ReicheO 
(pp). Z New Yorfc Green 6 (Paffiy) Secnad 
Pwtafc New YOrt, Graen 7 (Board. King) 
Neeir Vtaifc, Patfly 17 (GrMR. 
Berard) 5Uots ea goat C- 9-6-11—2*. Nn 
2*] ”*-24. C«BW C-Wdd. NewVO*, 

rlctaud. 

R«Wb 0 g a 0 

I •nrJersey q , , - 

First Period: None, second Ported: nj - 
Robtan 8 (Pedersen) ThW Period: *77. 
Andreychuks (Bradeurt (enl. Shots OB m- 
^9^12—28. NJ.- 10-1*9-34. Gon*i£ 
Warttfeshtouck. NJ.-Bredew. 

8 0 a— a 

TWW 2 m a m 

HW Period: T-Ctark 14 (Gtanour. Sundta) 
^T-Su ndhi 14. (sh). Secern) Period: 
, ^ 10d: Mon *- Shots on goat 
SJ-- 14-7-7— 2& T- 13-8-6— 29. GoalleK 
S.L-POtw, T-COusfrnau. PoMn, 

SSST* 0200-2 

fl \ I art 

Ftaloi None. Second Ported: v- 
SjyH* * Aucoln) Z VOosopha 

CKKfleT/ BlHV) tan), 1 D rr rt r u_ *i 

^rtow,Yzei7Tion) (opj.TUr d Period; D- 

a»tjni*e: Hone. Shots «e neak v- uu. 
MiUjCM4.14.1-fl.Gotttefc V-Hirem. 

3 1 

LA-Fenuro il S (Ste^ 
U> n. z UL-Smyfh 2 (ftnwfc 
* «-A-Btake 5 . 


KhrtsBch) ThM Ported; Ptioenb, Undwk 
11 (D<xin KUgeri. Shots an geafeUA.- 14-10- 
6—30. Pltaerfx 15-12-9—36. Goalies: LA- 
Dofoe. Phoenix. KhobRuUn. 


CRICKET 


irromotr hatch 

PAKISTAN V*. MEW 22 ALAM) 

WStMESDAT. W OtURANWALA 
Pakistan: 228-8 
NewZoatand;217 
Paldstanwonbyll runs 

SOOTH JW9CA TOOK 

3 DAY HATCH 
INDIA VH. SOUTH ARUCA 

imduksdat. m uaopur 
South Africa: 384-5 declared and 33-0 
Indkc340 


BUST ROUND 

WMOtflB’IUNY 

Goran lyanbettc, Cntttu dot NWratt Tb- 
strom. Sweden, 6-4 6-2; Mart Wo o dta nk, 
Aushafla. def. Andre Agassi ux. 6-3 fr-s 
Jakob Hlasek, SwRzetianii del Cedric PK 
a* a*. France, 2-6 6-3 M; Yevgeny Krrtri- 
nlkdv, Rustta deL AluCorreKa Spr*r.6-4r7- 
6073). 


'WdrSesbrough a Lekester2 
•tattara Arsenal 3t. Uverpoai 4l. 
Newcastle 29. Wtabtedao 28. Manchester 
UntedSA, Aston VBtaZA Chebea 24. Eiertan 
23, Derby 21, sneflWd Wednesday 21, TYN- 
tBm «ra 20. Leicester 2& Leeds 19. Swndor- 
ktnd 17. west Ham 17. MUdtesbmugh I* 
yflP atlrtMi 11 Blackburn 1Z Coventry 10, 
M ‘*mghoin Forest 9. 


■nwo nouNa ReiuiiN tea 
A^rtKMl.Httstagbmgg 
Andertedd won 1 4) an aggregate 
^"TenoQrd a Tenerife 4 
Ten edfa won 4-2 on s wuufe 
Waothtng a Monaco 2 

_«tenta awoa5g w , aB g te wute 

aaovlsta fl, taiternoaanede MAm 2 

inter won 7-1 an aggregate 
"fetaSBeUittoGSMettO 
Hovorstte won 3.1 an aggregate 


0 


.. .. QROUPA 

united Arab ^minnes 1 , sendh Korea 1 

tn dw«aa Kuwait 2 
Wten i w . ne. tndonwfe 1, Kiiwaff 1. South 
Korea T, United Arab Enlrates l. 
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Knicks Wilt to Fans' Boos 
As Heat Grab 8th-Straight 


SPORTS 


By Mike Wise 

Wpk' YarkTmta Service 


NEW YORK — Though they are no 
necr his team. Par PJW T— . * 


were outrebounded 46-30. P.J. Brown 
grabbed 10 rebounds and scored 1 3 points for 


New YoriC’ he wouSf Sy 

(5S 8 ! now - The y* u * * ** 

Indeed it may take the Knicks a while to 
ueemw from the 48 minutes New Yodc 
g“ Tuesday mght at Madison Square 

' Sasha E^nilovic dropped in seven 3^xjmt- 
ere, Dan Majerle contributed three more 

«’ 


Miami. 

, ** other games, reported by The Asso- 
ciated Press: 

Hawk. i os, Csfticcss In Atlanta, Dikembe 
Mu tom bo had 21 points, 14 rebounds and 
nine blocks as the Hawks beat Boston. Steve 
Smith, returning after missing 10 gang w ith 
a sprained right ankle, added 20 points for 
A t l ant a. Dana Banos scored 24 prams for 
Boston, which remained without a victory on 
the road (0-5). 

W, Raptora 74 Tend! Brandon 
scored 1 8 points to lead the Cavaliers over the 
Raptors in Cleveland. Toronto shot only 38 
percent from the field, including a tearn- 


r t9cr ;cr 4 vr w umi used to 
m a 99-75 shellacking of the K 

«*Mwnf nf fkn L. " 4 « m 


well here 
s that had 

««u^uuiawoMigaDui{aviqgtheaT WBi 

midway through the f ourth quarter. 

Danilovic was uncanny, finishing widi 21 

points on 7-of-8 shooting. Majerle was 
equally as effective, making 7 of 12 shots 
and fi ni s hin g with 22 points as the Heat 
improved to 13-4 and won a franchise-re- 

iDnnt ffiphth ctraiuht oonu 




TiusBeas, who made 12 of 22 3-paintere, 
essentially toe* the Clicks out of the game 
in the third quarter with an offensive blitz. 

Patrick Ewing was just as abysmal as his 
team, finishing with 12 paints on 5-of-17 
shooting. Lofting shots from 16 feet (5 me- 
ters) out, he was nevera force inside and had 




KhgiKiTlHbM wirfmM 00 In Minneapolis, 
Mitch Rtchmond scored 29 points for viating 
Sacramento, including two key 3-pointers in 
the fourth quarter, and Minnesota lost Kevin 
Garnett wim a severe ankle s pra in , 

BuHa 107, B u rin 104 Michael Jordan 
scored 40 points and Chicago used a 19-5 run 
at the start of the fourth quarter to win in 
Milwaukee. The Bulls’ reserve forward Jason 
Caffey scored a season-high 12 points. Glenn 
Robinson led MQwankee with 21 points. 

PacM« n, lMi ntnn 93 Reggie Miller 
scored 32 points, inchidingfive 3-poiniers, 
to lead Indiana at Portland. Kenny Anderson 
led the Blazers with 29 points. 

dvpars 98, Hon»ta 89 In Los Angeles, 
Terry Debere scored 25 points in his first 


3-pointer at the outset of the fourth periodT 

Rflejr, in his third time back to New York 
since his departure in the summer of 1995, 
woricsd the sideline from tip-off to final 
buzzer. Hands on his hips, he kept railing out 
9Shoc! Shot!" ami refused to retreat to the 
bench even with his team ahead by 20. 

Allan Houston’s 14 points led the Knicks, 
while Larry Johnson contributed 12. The 
Knicks shot 38 percent from the field and 


and finished wife 32 points against Seattle! 

n..T _i • *i_: i r_i_. J . 


Pacific Division-leading Senses. 

Uteriovs 11 4, Maggots 99 Latrefi Spre well 
scored 28 points and Mark Price had 19 as 
Golden State won its second straight for the 
first time this season. Joe Smith added 18 
points for the Warriors. Brooks Thompson 
scored 23 points for visiting Denver. 



Navy Hungers 
To Beat Army 

Seniors Have Been Swept 


Eddie Jones of the Los Angeles Lakers slam-dunking for two points despite the 
defensive efforts of the Seattle SuperSonks’ Jim McUvaine. The Lakers won, 110-106. 


Devils Blank Panthers, 2-0, on Brodeur’s Regained Form 
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OP’fSnltyOm'SkffBunDI^Aet 

Martin Brodeur had sranething to 
prove to himself and his coach. 

-■ After losing three games in a row 
and being denied a chance to play 
against his boyhood idol by fee 
New Jersey Devils’ coach, Jacques 
•Lemaire. Brodeur proved in re- 
markable fashion Tuesday night 
how good a goahender he is. 

Brodeur toned aside .28 shots to 
shut out fee Florida Panthers, fee 
Iteam wife the best record in fee 
•National Hockey League and riding 
Ja six-game unbeaten streak (5-0-1), 
, in Rutherford, New Jersey. The 2-0 
■victcuy, before a crowd of 12,032, 
'was his second shutout of the sea- 
israi and I4th of his career. 

• “You have to come back and 
Iplay. well after something Hke 
Jhis.” Brodeur said, referring to 
-|Lemaire's decision to bench him 
.against Patrick Roy and defending 
•Stanley Cup ebampien Colorado on 
| Saturday. 

Lemaire said he had no worries 
■about Brodeur. 

“Martin always bounces back 
.even as be struggles at times,’’ 
■Lemaire said. “Heal ways manages 


to get back, and that’s what he did 
again. It’s tire sign of a great goal- 
trader.” * 

In fee first minute of the gamp. 
Brodeur showed fee first sign that 
he was ready far an inspired per- 
formance. He denied Scott Mel- 
ianby from point-blank range after a 
giveaway by Shawn Chambers. 

... Brodeur also came, up with, two 
good saves in the waning minutes of 
fee second period. First he stopped 


Bill Lindsay after Lindsay got be- 
hind Lyle Odelein on the left, and 
then be turned bark MeUanby's 
backhander from tire slot. 

For two teams feat employ the 
neutral -zone trap almost to perfec- 
tion, it came as no surprise that it 
produced two goals — and one 
came on an empty net wife 27 
seconds left 

Brian Rolston scored fee first 
goal, 4 minutes 22 seconds into fee 
middle period, and Dave An- 
dreychuk sealed fee victory. 

Rolston's goal came on a slap- 
shot from the top of the left circle 


that beat John Vanbiesbrouck over 
the glove. 

Denis Pederson, who has estab- 
lished himself as a regular after his 
promotion from the minor leagues 
13 games ago, made the play wife a 
crafty beirind-th e-back pass to Rol- 
ston for fee shot 

The Devils won despite their re- 
markable ineptitude when playing , 
with a manpower advantage. 

They came up empty on five such 
situations in the game after scoring 
only once on 25 chances in then- 
previous five games. 

Iiitewira 3, Flames 1 Travis 
Green scored twice and added an 
assist, and Eric Fichaud stopped 25 
diets for his first victory in a month 
as the Islanders beat Calgary. 

Zignmnd Palfiy scored New 
York’s other goal, his team-leading 
17th, as fee Islanders won for tire 
third time in four games. 

Jarome Igmla bad fee rally goal 
for tire Flames, who lost for the fifth 
time in their last six visits to Long 
island. Trevor Kidd made 21 saves 
in the Calgary net 

■Maple Loaf* 2, BUMS O In 
Toronto, Mats S undin scored his 


500th NHL point on a short-handed 
goal to key the Maple Leafs' victory 
over Sl Louis. 

Wendel Clark also scored for fee 
Maple Leafs, while Marcel 
Cousinean and Felix Potvin shared 
a 28-save shutout Cousineau start- 
ed. but suffered a slight concussion 
late in the second period. 

Toronto's goals. were scored 79. 
seconds apart in the first period. 

Canucks 2, Rod Wings 2 Brendan 
Shanahan scored a power-play goal 
with 2:28 left in the third period, 
giving Detroit a tie wife Van- 
couver. 

Vancouver was without its top 
players, Trevor Linden and Alex- 
ander Mogilny. Linden’s consec- 
utive-games -played streak stopped 
at 482 after suffering a knee injury 
Sunday at Philadelphia. Mogilny 
was out with the flu. 

Sergei Fedorov scored fee other 
goal for Detroit, 1-2-1 in its last four 
games. The Red Wings, who lost, 4- 
2, at home to Florida on Sunday, are 
2-2-1 in their last five games at Joe 
Louis Arena. 

WIhImi 4, Penguins 4 Jeff 
O’Neill and Geoff Sanderson 


scored in fee third period to give 
Hartford a tie at Pittsburgh. 

Despite losing a two-goal lead in 
the last 12 minutes, the Penguins 
are unbeaten in four games this sea- 
son (2-0-2). The Whalers are un- 
beaten in their last seven road 
games 13-0-4). 

Sru Barnes’s second goal of the 
.game gave the Penguins a 4-2 lead 
’ar 4:28 of the third before O'Neill 
and Sanderson scored. 

“The key thing going into the 
third period is just to believe.” 
O'Neill said. “We believe in each 
other. We have some experienced 
guys here who have helped with 
that” 

Kings 4, Coyotes i Ray Ferraro' s 
goal and assist sparked a three-goal 
first period for Los Angeles at 
Phoenix. 

Brad Smyth. Rob Blake and 
Vladimir Tsyplakov also scored, 
and the Kings' goalkeeper, Byron 
Dafoe, made 35 saves. The Kings 
snapped a two-game losing streak 
in winning for only the second time 
in seven games. 

Keith Tkach uk scored for the 
Covoies. iNYT, AP ) 


By Gene Wang 

IViishitigtor Fill Sen-ice 

A LEX Domino has experienced losses to Army 
four limes since the tackle came to fee IT.S. Naval 
Academy. Three times, he said he left Veterans 
Stadium in Philadelphia weeping as a player. Last season, 
he watched helplessly from fee stands as a midshipman. 

Domino, a fifth-year senior who did not play football 
last year for family-related reasons, has not forgotten fee 
heartbreak associated with any of those losses. Neither 
has any of the other seniors, ail of whom have been 
waiting for a final chance at lheir arch-rivals. 

“This year is different,” Domino said, reflecting on 
Navy’s four straight losses to Army by a combined six 
points. - 

“This is not just personal.” he said. “It’s important on 
fee team level. Every year it seemed I would go back to 
the locker room and scratch my head, saying. ‘How did 
we lose that game?' This team really has something to 
shoot for. We really have a chance to make history." 

Navy (8-2) play’s No. 23 Army (9-1 1 on Saturday si 
Veterans Stadium in fee 97fe meeting between fee service 
academies, wife fee winner possibly headed to a bowl 
game. Navy has not been to a bowl game since 1981 . 

[President Bill Clinton will attend the game Saturday, 
which will determine fee winner of the Commander-in- 
Chiefs Trophy. The Associated Press reported.] 

The Midshipmen are having their best season since 
1963. when Roger Staubach led fee nation’s second- 
ranked team to nine victories in 1 0 games before it lost in 
the Cotton Bowl to No. 1 Texas. 

The recent losses to Army have been especially dis- 
heartening for Navy 's seniors because of fee improbable 
events in fee games and because of events preceding fee 
1993 game. 

Navy lost to Army by 25-24 in 1992, by 1 6-14 in 1993, 
by 22-20 in 1994 and by 14-13 last season. 

In 1992, Patmon Malcom made a 49-yard field goal for 
the Army victory. In 1993. Ryan Bucchianeri of Navy 
missed an 18-yard field goal attempt in the closing 
seconds. A year later, Kurt Heiss of Army kicked an 
Army-Navy record 52-yard field goal wife 6 minutes, 1 8 
seconds to play, and fee Cadets held on. 

Army won on a 99- yard touchdown drive that ended 
with 1:03 to play last season. The drive occurred after 
Navy’s coach. Charlie Weafeerbie, tried for a touchdown 
on fourth and goal from fee 1-yard line. A field goal 
would have given Navy a 16-7 lead with 8:26 left 
But for Domino, fee 1993 game still elicits the most 
somber reaction because he lost one of his closest friends, 
former Navy quarterback Alton Grizzard. in San Diego 
days before fee game. 

George Smith, a Naval Academy graduate, fatally shot 
Grizzard and a classmate. Kenyn O’Neill, and then killed 
himself. Smith and O’Neill had been engaged, but 
O’Neill ended fee engagement a year earlier. 

“That really rocked my world," Domino said. “Not 
only did I know Alton, I knew him really well.” 

But for this year, at least. Domino and his classmates 
can concentrate only on fee game and righting four years 
of misery. 

“Everything is on fee line." Cory Schemm, a senior 
and a sloiback.said. "We wouldn’t have it any other way. 
Both teams know what fee other's going to do. There 'll be 
no surprises. It’s a great way to go our for me.” 

Baseball Pay Edges Up 


The Ajji vuuJ Press 

NEW' YORK — Base- 
ball’s average salary rose by 
less than Sl 6.000 this year — 
an increase of just 0.8 percent 
— and remained 4. 1 percent 
below its level before the 
1994-95 strike. 

The average rose io 
$1,119,981 from $1,110,766. 
according to figures released 
this week by the Major League 
Baseball Players Association. 
The 1994 average was a re- 


cord $1,168,263, and the de- 
crease in 1995 was fee first 
substantial decline in 30 years. 
Teams spent S929.6 million 
on players this year, not in- 
cluding termination pay. up 
from S915.2 million last year. 

The New York Yankees 
had fee top payroll at $64 mil- 
lion and fee highest average 
salary. SI. 882.4 17, for fee 
third straight season. The Bal- 
timore Orioles were second 
wife a S 1 .689.670 average. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
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ART BUCHWALD 

Take It Away, Donors 


W ASHINGTON — Al- 
though most Democrat- 
ic Party workers are out hoi- 
iday shopping, one division is 
hard at work returning party 
contributions to donors whose 
gifts have raised conflict-of- 
interest questions in the press. 

Bill Maudlin is in charge of 
this section. When l visited 
him in his of- 
fice, he was 
busy writing to 
the big contrib- 
utors from Tai- 
wan. Thailand 
and Nepal. 

“It’s heart- 
breaking to re- 
turn money to 
these psopte.” 

Bill said. “It's insulting to 
mail back political gifts that 
rightfully belonged to us in 
the first "place." 

“Why did you take the 
money to begin with?" 

“At the "time we didn’t 
realize that they were donat- 
ing to the party only so they 
could tell their friends that 
they had White House con- 
nections. As soon as we found 
out that they were using us for 
thar purpose, we were deter- 
mined to put a stop to it.” 

“What exactly do you tell 
fai-cai donators?” 

Bill handed me a form let- 
ter that accompanied each re- 
turned contribution. It read: 


Most Popular Rabbit 

Washington Past Service 

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Postal Service is betting 
that Bugs Bunny will dethrone 
die King as the most profitable 
U.S. stamp. Since 1993. the 
Elvis Presley commemorative 
has been the most profitable 
stamp, bringing in S36 mil- 
lion. But the Posial Service is 
banking on a $38 million 
profit from the Bugs stamp, to 
appear in April. 


“Dear Party Loyalist: l am 
happy to report that the pres- 
idential election campaign 
ended with a surplus amount 
of cash, and so we are re- 
turning your check. On be- 
half of the entire party we 
wish to thank you for your 
generosity. 

* ‘ Because of the refund we 
will have to cancel your up- 
coming visits to the Oval Of- 
fice at the White House and 
your breakfast with Vice 
President Gore on the aircraft 
carrier of your choice. This 
does not mean, however, that 
we no longer hold your Uncle 
Gao. the financier, in esteem. 
Nor are we canceling our fea- 
sibility studies concerning 
your request for us to build a 
train tunnel beneath Mount 
Everest. These are both on 
the president's list of over- 
seas priorities." 

□ 

“Thai's a good letter.’’ I 
said. “You managed to give 
him back his money without 
hurting bis feelings.” 

“People in Asia don't like 
having their political contri- 
butions returned because it 
can make them lose face.” 

f commented to Bill. “It 
must kill you to return money 
when the Democratic Party 
needs it” 

“It’s no fun. When a big 
spender from Borneo gives to 
us. he expects at least one 
night in the Lincoln Bedroom. 
Here's another example of 
how we break the bad news to 
donors: ‘We are returning 
your check for $500,000 be- 
cause the president wants you 
to know that he likes and re- 
spects you for yourself, not 
for what you give to the party. 
Just the other day Mr. Clinton 
told me how much he missed 
playing pool with you in the 
White House. He said that, 
even without your donation, 
his casa is your casa.' ” 



Blindingly Luminous Lessons Before Dying 


By Katherine Knorr 

International Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — The American nov- 
elist Ernest J. Gaines just fin- 
ished a stint teaching creative writ- 
ing to French students at a 
university in Rennes that has a de- 
partment of American Southern lit- 
erature where he found much en- 
thusiasm and one student at least 
who wanted to write like Edgar 
Allan Poe. Silhouetted against a 
very Parisian gray sky and the 
drenched tombstones of the Mont- 
parnasse cemetery, Gaines recently 
talked about a place that has not 
truly been home for a long tune, 
and yet that will forever be his 
postage stamp of country: Luzana. 

Games, a lyrical and deeply 
moving writer who has focused on 
race relations in the American 
South and whose most famous 
book is “The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pi Oman, 1 ’ has fived most 
of his life in California, where he 
rejoined his parents when be was a 
schoolboy, though he now teaches 
part-time in Lafayette, Louisiana. 

Yet his soul as a writer is on 
those old plantations north of Bat- 
on Rouge. “Everything has been 
written in San Francisco, but 
everything bas been written about 
Louisiana,” he said. 

Gaines, who was born in 1933, 
has brought that Louisiana to life in 
book after book, most recently in 
“A Lesson Before Dying,” where 
a young man who has never had 
much luck is awaiting execution 
for a crime he did not commit, after 
his own defender tried to get him 
off by comparing him to a hog. 
That book won the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for 1993, and 
Gaines also won a $355,000 Mac- 
Arthur grant. 

Gaines’s work is. perhaps more 
than anything else, about dignity, it 
is also, inseparably, about place, a 
place that Gaines makes frighten- 
ing and homey, violent and loving, 
hotter than hell and blindingly lu- 
minous, like his own writing. 

Gaines is firmly in the European 
tradition, and indeed he came to 



Ernest J. Gaines, a lyrical writer of life in the American Sooth. 


American literature from Euro- 
‘I left die South at 15 for 
Lifomia because my folks were 
in California. In the South I came 
from I couldn't even go into a li- 
brary, so I went into the library 
there in this town in California. 
There were no books by blacks. 
The ones by white Americans were 
not the kind that wrote about my 
people the way I like to see it, so I 
just got interested in literature and I 
started discovering these great 
European writers. 

“J discovered Chekhov and 
Turgenev. I like the small novel as 
compared to the huge dung, Tol- 


stoy and Dostoyevsky," Gaines 
said. “I began to read more of this 
kind of writing, read Gogol, read 
Maupassant, these kinds of novels. 
I was a young man, I read about 
love and p easants and all that kind 
of stuff, the effect of war, and later 
when I started writing, my novels 
would be based on the small novel, 
set scenes, structured novels, 
which I'd learned from Turgenev 
and later would find in different 
American writers. 

“1 learned from Turgenev be- 
fore I really got involved in Hem- 
ingway, and then I read Heming- 
way and of course later in life I 


could read Faulkner and under- 
stand Faulkner and appreciate 
Faulkner. I couldn't do it when I 
was very young because I did not 
care for the terms dial were used to 
describe blacks.” 

Race relations in the South, as 
portrayed in subtle and less subtle 
ways from Harriet Beecher Stowe 
to William Faulkner, are not 
simple. In Gaines's Sooth, an extra 
dimension comes from the increas- 
ingly important Cajun population 
who are gradually driving blacks 
off the lands where they were 
sharecroppers after entancipaftoa. 
If the old southern “aristocracy,” 
as it remains in its batty old maids 
and dipsomaniac last sons, is a dis- 
tant evil, the real danger to many of 
the black characters in Gaines's 
books are the Cajuns: proud, prim- 
itive, tribal, these boys are always 
ready to “ride.” 

In “A Gathering of Old Men.” 
where a group of old black men 
have gathered with shotguns they 
mostly wouldn't be aide to use to 
protea the murderer of a Cajun, all 
the forces of the Old South are 
gathered: die blacks who finally 
take a stand, the sheriff whose first 
reaction is to hit, the protective and 
“progressive" white woman who 
knows better than everybody else, 
and the old Cajun who calls in bis 
remaining sons for payback time. 
We are, however, in the 1970s. 

Gaines says be has been criti- 
cized for the time frame in that 
book, that some people said this 
scene couldn't have happened in 
the South in the 1 970s. “I'm saying 
anything can happen anytime,” he 
said. “Everything in that book is 
the past. Everybody is living in the 
past in that book. Candy is living in 
the past, the old men, the sheriff, 
everything is past in that book. 

“No one lives in the past as 
much as southerners dp in the 
United States. You can look at our 
election recently: We have some 
old senators there, and these people 
are holding on to these oid ideas of 
the pre-rivil rights movement.” 
Others, younger, are just like them, 
he adds. “These lands of ideas are 


still there in the South, and this is 
what that book is about Whether "i 
you're white or black, you're think- 
ing about that past As the french ' 
say, the more things change, the 
more they remain the same.” 

Again and again, in Gaines's r 
books, the old and the young clash . 
and then come together somehow. 
Not everyone is saved, but human ' 
nature is somehow triumphant. ■ 
That power of love and of tradition 
in the face of a pitiless world is 
issued in part from Gaines's dif- 
ficult upbringing. 

“I was raised by a lady wiw was 
crippled, who never walked, she 
crawled along the floor,’*. Gaines 
said of his aunt Augusteen Jef- 
ferson, to whom he dedicates 
“Miss Jane Pinman.” 

“There were always a lot of old 
people around, especially old wo- 
men, and they gathered around die 
place,” he said. “I knew so many 
of them. They were very kind to 
me. A lot of these older people 
could not read or writes© I did mat 
sort of thing for them.” 

Besides the sheer beauty of 
Gaines's writing, another thing lifts 
these stories from their tragedy, hu- 
mor. Some of his strongest char- 
ados are those who face the worst 
with humor. The road traveled over 
more than a century by Miss Jane 
Pittman, from slavery to something X 
a good deal less than freedom, is 
perhaps the harshest of any in bis 
books, and yet she is a character 
whose basic indomitabilhy is in- 
separable from her sense of humor. 

Gaines arid his wife, Dianne, an 
attorney, have visited France sev- 
eral times, and intend to come back. 
They are drawn by their Louisiana 
French roots, as well as all the 
things that draw people with no 
French connection: the architec- 
ture. the food, the museums. They 
also find s omething that s till eludes 
them in the United States. “Here 
we don't hesitate to go to certain 
places and do certain things,” he 
said. 41 There is no hesitation in rais- 
ing my hand to get a cab or waUdqg 
up to a cab. m Now York, they 
probably would not stop for me.” 



JURASSIC TEETH — Diplod oc us, the centerpiece of London’s Nat- 
ural History museum, getting its teeth brushed Wednesday. A team of 
four is carrying out the annual cleaning of the dinosaur replica. 


A MILLION-dollar winning bet at 
20-1 odds? Really? Donald 
Trump told the New York Daily News 
he won $20 million by betting on 
Evander Holyfield to beat Mike Tyson 
in last month’s heavyweight title fight, 
the newspaper reported Wednesday. It 
quoted Trump as saying be put $1 mil- 
lion down in Las Vegas, where odds 
were 20-1 against Holyfield. who was 
the surprise winner of the Noy . 9 World 
Boxing Association bout The news- 
paper said veteran bookmakers scoffed 
at Trump's claim and reported thai some 
in Las Vegas betting circles said they 
had not heard about the wager. A 
spokeswoman for Trump, owner of 
some of New York’s most valuable 
buildings and the Taj Mahal Casino 
resort in Atlantic City, declined to com- 
ment Trump was quoted by the Duly 
News as saying, “X made the one mil- 
lion dollar bet even though I thought 
Holyfield would actually lose. You just 
don't put 20-1 odds against a champion. 
I have to admit that I was surprised when 
Holyfield won. I bet the odds.” The 
paper said he made the remarks at a 
charity event Monday night. 


PEOPLE 


What's a princess without a prince to 
do? Keep looking. Diana, the romantic- 
ally challenged princess, got profes- 
sional scrutiny from some of the world's 
best-selling writers on love as they pub- 
licized a new cable TV network. Their 
suggested significant others ranged 
from Microsoft chairman Bill Gates to a 
yak herder from Mongolia to — gasp! 
— another woman. “She’shadvery bad 
luck with men,” said die novelist Jack- 
ie Collins, who suggested a Bi. DL 
“That would really be revenge because 
the queen will be very distraught.” The 
writers seemed skeptical about Diana's 
chances for a happy ending. “You can't 
get money and pretty in the same pack- 
age,” said Olivia Goldsmith, author of 
the “first Wives Club." “This woman 
has a real problem." Their musings 
were taped for broadcast cm Romance 
Classics, anew U.S. network devoted to 
romantic movies that debuts Jan. 1. 

□ 

The latest Steven Spielberg produc- 
tion is on tbe small side, but it's a crowd- 
pleaser anyway. Spielberg’s wife, the 
actress Kale Ca pshaw, gave birth to a 


daughter on Sunday. The baby, Destry 
Aliya, weighed 7 pounds, 12 ounces. 
“The parents are thrilled, happy, proud 
and doing great,” said a spokeswoman 
for Spielberg’s DreamWorks SKG stu- 
dio. Spielberg and Capsfaaw have two 
children each from previous marriages 
and also have two adopted children. 

a 

Joyce Milton, a historian who hps 
written books about Charlie Chaplin, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and 
Charles and Anne Morrow Lind- 
bergh, is moving forward in time with 
her newest subject: Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. The biography is scheduled to 
be published by William Morrow & Co. 
in 199S. The new book, which has not 
been authorized by the president’s wife, 
will be objective. Milton said. “But 
when someone is so criticized, I figure 
they must be doing something right,” 
she added. “What interests me is the 
way she has, for better or worse, re- 
defined the role of first lady.” 

□ 

“I should have eloped.” So said re- 


tiring Senator Nancy Kassebaum, 
who on Saturday will marry fee former 
Senate majority leader Howard Baker 
of Tennessee. That's none too soon for 
the bride-to-be, who says she’ s amazed 
that so many people — including 
strangers back: in her home state of 
Kansas — are so pleased about' : the 
“mature couple’s” nuptials . Kasse- 
baum, a divorcee, is 64; Baker, a wid- 
ower, is 71. Bctth are republicans. Some 
80 guests will attend the ceremony. 

□ 


Personal items belonging to the ■ 
Swedish actress Britt EUand, includ- 
ing the dress she wore when she married 
the British comedian Peter Sellers in 
1964, sold For £88,000 ($146,800) at a 
London auction, Christie's said. 

with the British rode star ind Stewart 
in fee 1970s, decided to sell the contents 
of her British home because she ha£j 
moved to Los Angeles to be close to hdr^ 
three children, according to the auc-’ 
ti oncers. Ekland, 53, who was not 
present during the sale, earlier said she 
liked the idea of getting rid of her past,' 



eyes are smiling 


AT&T Access Numbers 



EUROPE 


Sweden 


Anstriawo.. 


.622-903-011 

Switzerland* 

B-saa-SBHM 


Steps to follow vim 
cfcUiflg iirtcntatiwnlly from overseas: 



Belgium* 

0 - 8 M- 1 M -10 

9-808-99-0011 

_ 0138-0016 

United Kingdom* 

....U 8 MMD 11 


Germany 



1 Just dial the AT&T Access Number For llie country you 
are calling frnni 

V#®* saggg j| 

836 two 6788 *5T1 

Greece* 

Ireland 

Maty* 

-JMM-1311 

....l-JflO-550-OM 
172-1011 

Inert 

SanB Arabia* . 

AFRICA 

... 177-180-2727 
1-800-16 

J Dial die phnne number km re calling. 

5 tiiul tin? calling rani number list'd above jour name. 


Matftartartsw 

Retsis»A(Mncme)» .. . . 

8M22-9111 

755-5042 

Guana 

Kenya* 

..... 0191 


Spain* 

8084008-11 

South Africa 

..B-8B88&-0123 


Cant 6nd ihe Access Number for the country you're calling from? Just ask any operaor for 
XTUtt Direct" Service, or risti our Web site at hajK/Areyrntt-rnnirt nwU- r 



Every country has its own /ff&T Access Number which 
makes calling home or to other countries really easy. 
Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you're in and we’ll take it from there. And be sure to 
charge your calls on your AT&T Calling Caid. It'll help 
you avoid outrageous phone charges on your hotel bill 
and may save you up to 60%? So use AT&T Direct* 
Service and you won’t need the.luck of the Irish to 
get the fastest and clearest connections home. Check 
the list below for AT&T Access Numbers. 
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